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THE  CHEMISTS'  AND  DRUGGISTS'  DIARY, 
1904. 

This  work  is  presented  free  to  all  subscribers  to  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist.  In  consequence  of  our  exceptionally  large 
colonial  and  foreign  circulation  the  Diary  has  to  go  to  press 
comparatively  early,  so  that  the  work  may  be  printed,  bound, 
despatched,  and  delivered  to  subscribers  abroad  before  Christmas. 
Our  Diary  is  the  most  esteemed  and  valuable  advertising-medium 
of  the  kind  in  the  world.  It  ia  used  all  the  year  round  as  a 
buying  aid  by  the  best  business  men  in  the  drug-trade.  Adver- 
tisers should,  therefore,  be  sure  of  getting  space  in  it  for  their 
announcements  by  addressing 
The  Publisher  of  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary, 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Who  was  Sir  Hxrboitle  Grhmtone?  "  Xrayser  "  answers  the 
question  (p.  537). 

Formic  Acid  plays  an  important  role  in  acute  rheumatism.  For 
particulars  see  p.  542. 

Many  Drug-contracts  hive  been  settled  during  the  past  week, 
and  are  reported  on  p.  523. 

American  wholesale  druggists  have  had  their  annual  meeting. 
We  report  it  concisely  0:1  p.  518. 

Mr.  Thomas  Fletcher,  F.C.S.,  of  Warrington,  the  inventor  of 
the  Fletcher  furnace,  is  dead  (p.  534). 

Mr.  Barnard  S.  Proctor  die!  on  Tuesiay  (p.  534).  We  com- 
ment upon  liia  work  for  pharmacy  (p.  533). 

We  Begin  publication  of  a  series  of  formulas  for  known, 
admitted,  and  approved  remsdies  (p.  543). 

Kemp  &  Co.  (Limited),  of  Bombay,  report  a  good  year's 
business  and  9-per  cent,  dividend  (p.  528). 

The  Jackson's  Febrifuge-case  has  ended  with  a  recom- 
mendation as  to  stamped  medicines  (p.  525). 

Mr.  James  Rsid  has  visw3  about  Free  Trade  and  Protection 
which  he  commends  to  his  confreres  (p.  552). 

The  Winter  Session  has  commenced,  and  the  stamped  - 
medicine  question  is  the  absorbing  topic  (p.  531). 

Nearly  6,000  persons  are  engaged  in  the  London  drug-trade, 
apart  from  as  many  more  in  allied  branches  (p.  523). 

Blaud's  Pills  are  worth  looking  after  just  now.  See  note  on 
p.  542,  also  a  simple  method  of  testing  them  (p.  536). 

An  Analytical  Table  for  the  detection  of  sulphide,  sulphite, 
sulphate,  and  thiosulphate,  by  Dl\  Dobbin,  is  printed  on  p.  521. 

The  Royal  Photographic  Society's  exhibition  ha3  opened 
auspiciously  this  week.    Notes  about  it  will  be  found  on  p.  547. 

For  Students  we  announce  an  analytical  tournament  to  spread 
over  the  winter  months.  The  last  analysis  is  also  reported  on 
p.  520. 

Mr.  Atkins  and  Mr.  I  iris  are  to  represent  Great  Britain  at 
the  centenary  of  the  Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy  next  month 
(p.  534). 

The  Official  Report  on  Bankruptcies  for  1902  shows  that 
failures  amongst  chemist3  were  fewer  than  in  the  year  before 
(p.  542). 

A  Grocers'  Exhibition  is  being  held  in  London  this  week, 
and  it  is  not  surprising  that  there  is  much  in  it  to  interest 
chemists  and  druggists  (p.  529). 

Mr.  James  Mackenzie  wants  to  know  where  we  are  coming  to 
in  this  stamped  medicine  business,  and  calls  upon  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  to  wake  up  (p.  551). 

Dr.  Danford  Thomas,  the  Coroner,  has  asked  the  representa- 
tive association  of  metropolitan  grocers  and  oilmen  not  to  sell 
certain  poisonous  articles  in  unlabelled  vessels  (p.  522). 

Two  Deputations  have  interviewed  the  Commissioners  of 
Inland  Revenue  regarding  the  hardship  of  the  ailment-name  con- 
dition.   A  note  about  the  matter  will  be  found  on  p.  540. 

The  BIarking  of  Labels  for  ailment-remedies  is  explained  on 
p.  539,  where  also  we  point  out  that  the  Revenue  authorities  con- 
tinue to  mark  labels  on  the  same  lines  as  before  the  Glyn- Jones 
case. 

The  Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  going  on  satis- 
factorily, but  the  Government  is  not  giving  proper  attention  to 
pharmaceutical  qualification  and  registration  in  the  Colony 
(p.  527). 

The  Fiscal  Problem,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  preferential  tariffs, 
is  illustrated  by  Canadian  imports.  We  give  a  complete  analysis 
of  these  for  the  past  ten  years,  showing  how  our  exports  have 
varied  (p.  514). 

The  packing  of  potassium  chlorate  for  export  needs  close  atten 
tion  to  avert  accidents.  Mr.  Guttmann  sends  us  particulars  of  i 
disaster  in  Japan  which  might  not  have  happened  if  the  chlorati 
packers  had  been  more  careful  (p.  533). 

Business  is  fairly  good  in  drugs,  but  chemicals  are  very  quiet 
American  peppermint  oil  has  been  rampant,  and  closes  2s.  6d 
per  lb.  dearer.  Clove  oil,  Newfound'aod  and  Norwegian  coi-live 
oil,  copper  sulphate,  ergot,  golden  seal,  quinine  (second-hands 
and  Mexican  sarsaparilla  are  all  dearer.  Castor  oil,  yello' 
prussiate  of  potish,  and  soy  are  firmer.  Citric  acid  and  foreig 
tartaric  are  easier,  and  manna  and  oil  of  lemon  are  lower  (p.  555} 
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Corner  for  Stuoente. 

Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 


Students,  please  note.  All  communications  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Editor  of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist," 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 

All  communications  and  reports  must  bear  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers,  not  necessarily  for  publication. 
The  reports  of  those  who  ignore  this  rule  are  liable  not 
to  be  dealt  with. 


Qualitative  Analysis  fob  Junior  Students. 

AMIXTUEE  of  not  more  than  three  salts  will  form  the 
subject  of  the  next  exercise  in  qualitative  analysis. 
The  mixture  will  comprise  acids  and  inorganic  bases 
occurring  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  is  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  a  thorough  systematic  examination,  all  its  constitu- 
ents are  to  be  detected,  and  proof  is  to  be  given  that  the 
substances  detected  are  the  only  constituents  of  the  mixture. 

Students'  applications  for  portions  of  the  mixture  of  salts 
(accompanied  by  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope,  not  a, 
stamp  merely)  will  be  received  up  to  Tuesday,  September  29, 
and  the  samples  will  be  posted  on  the  following  day. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday,  Octo- 
ber 10.  Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account  of 
the  work  done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  constituents 
detected.  In  this  list  any  substance  regarded  as  an  acci- 
dental impurity  should  be  distinguished  from  the  essential 
constituents  of  the  salts  composing  the  mixture. 
■  Special  Note. — The  prizes  in  this  series  of  analyses  will 
be  awarded  only  to  apprentices  or  assistants  who  are  pre-; 
paring  for  the  Qualifying  examination  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  or  of  Ireland,  which  fact  must  be 
attested  on  their  reports.  Others  may  obtain  specimens  of 
the  salts,  and  their  reports  will  be  separately  adjudicated, 
but  they  will  be  regarded  as  hors  conaours.  Correspondents 
who  do  not  state  that  they  are  preparing  for  a  qualifying 
examination  will  be  included  in  the  latter  list. 

Reports. 

The  powder  distributed  to  students  on  August  26  consisted 
of  equal  parts  by  weight  of  potassium  sulphate,  sodium 
thiosulphate,  and  sodium  oxalate. 

The  calculated  composition  of  such  a  mixture  is 


K   150 

Na                                      ...  17-6 

S04    18-4 

S203    150 

C204    21-9 

H20   121 


100-0 

The  powder  also  contained,  as  impurities,  calcium  and 
magnesium  in  small  proportion  and  traces  of  chloride. 

Samples  of  the  powder  were  distributed  to  thirty-three 
students,  and  nineteen  reports  were  sent  in  for  examination. 

All  our  correspondents  detected  the  presence  of  sodium, 
but  four  failed  to  detect  potassium.  The  failures  in  the 
detection  of  the  acid  radicals  were :  Sulphuric,  3 ;  thio- 
sulphuric,  3 ;  oxalic,  9.  Six  students  failed  to  observe  the' 
evolution  of  water  when  the  powder  was  heated  in  a  dry 
test-tube. 

The  difficulties  presented  by  this  month's  exercise,  except 
in  so  far  as  the  impurities  were  concerned ,  were  entirely  due  to 
the  acid  radicals  which  the  mixture  contained.  The  presence 
of  oxalate  along  with  sulphate  often  constitutes  a  difficulty 
which  only  receives  at  the  hands  of  a  few  of  our  corre- 
spondents the  attention  which  it  demands.    On  this  occasion 


the  presence  of  oxalate  was  only  established  with  certainty 
by  very  few  students  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  sparing- 
solubility  of  silver  oxalate  in  dilute  nitric  acid  led  several 
students  who  obtained  precipitates  of  this  substance  to 
conclude  erroneously  that  chloride  was  present  in  quantity. 

The  chief  difficulty  of  the  exercise  was  connected,  how- 
ever, with  the  radicals  of  the  sulphur  acids.  It  was  com- 
paratively easy  to  prove  that  sulphate  and  thiosulphate  were 
constituents  of  the  powder,  and  the  majority  of  our  cor- 
respondents contented  themselves  with  doing  so ;  but  the 
question  of  the  possible  presence  of  sulphite  was  quite  a 
different  matter.  To  prove  sulphite  present  or  absent  in  the 
known  presence  of  sulphate  and  thiosulphate  is  an  analytical 
problem  which  is  surrounded  with  difficulties,  and  is  com- 
plicated by  the  great  readiness  and  rapidity  with  which 
sulphites  undergo  oxidation  in  the  air  to  form  sulphates. 

One  of  the  methods  most  usually  employed  for  dealing: 
with  mixtures  of  sulphites,  sulphates,  and  thiosulphates  con- 
sists in  adding  barium  chloride  to  the  neutral  solution  and 
filtering.  The  filtrate  is  tested  for  thiosulphate,  while  the 
well-washed  precipitate  is  treated  on  the  filter  with  dilute- 
hydrochloric  acid,  which  dissolves  any  barium  sulphite,  bub 
leaves  barium  sulphate  undissolved.  The  acid  liquid  which 
passes  through  the  filter  is  treated  with  chlorine  or  bromine 
water  to  convert  any  sulphurous  acid  into  sulphuric  acid, 
whereupDn  the  latter  interacts  with  the  barium  salt  present 
to  form  barium  sulphate,  and  the  formation  of  a  precipitate 
at  this  stage  is  regarded  as  evidence  that  sulphate  was- 
originally  present.  This  method  is  not  reliable,  however,, 
because  when  only  sulphate  and  thiosulphate  are  present,  the 
original  precipitate  of  barium  sulphate  always  csntains  some 
of  the  sparingly  soluble  barium  thiosulphate  which  is  not 
entirely  removed  even  by  prolonged  washing.  When  this- 
precipitate  is  treated  with  dilute  hydrochloric  acid  the 
barium  thiosulphate  is  decomposed  with  the  separation  of 
sulphur  and  the  formation  of  sulphurous  acid,  and  the  latter, 
with  chlorine  or  bromine  water,  of  course  gives  the  same  re- 
action as  if  due  to  sulphite  originally  present.  A  quite 
different. cause. which  occasionally  leads,  when  "applying  this- 
test,  to  the  erroneous  conclusion  that  sulphite  is  present,  is- 
that  the  chlorine  or  bromine  water  employed  as  a  reagent  is- 
itself  contaminated  with  traces  of  sulphuric  acid — an  im- 
purity usually  met  with  unless  precautions  have  been  taken 
to  exclude  it. 

As  yet  no  separation  has  been  devised  which  entirely 
remedies  the  inherent  shortcomings  of  the  method  describee"} 
in  the  preceding  paragraph  ;  but,  when  carefully  carried  o«t, 
the  method  which  we  print  below  is  reliable  and  satis- 
factory, provided  the  proportion  of  sulphite  present  be  not- 
very  small.  The  method  is  derived  from  a  paper  by  Auten- 
rieth  and  Windaus,*  and  is  superior  to  the  one  it  is  intended 
to  replace,  inasmuch  as  the  separation  of  the  greater  part  of 
the  sulphate  from  the  thiosulphate  depends  upon  the  veTy 
slight  solubility  in  water  of  strontium  sulphate  and  the 
ready  solubility  of  strontium  thiosulphate.  For  the  sake  of 
completeness  the  possible  presence  of  sulphide  has  also  been 
provided  for,  We  shall  be  glad  to  have  reports  of  the 
experiences  of  our  correspondents  in  applying  the  method  to 
mixtures  (prepared  by  themselves)  containing  sulphite  and 
sulphate,  sulphate  and  thiosulphate,  and  sulphite,  sulphate,, 
and  thiosulphate. 

Table  for  the  Detection  of  Sulphide,  Sulphite, 
Sulphate,  and  Thiosulphate. 

Test  a  portion  of  the  neutral  or  slightly  alkaline  solution- 
for  sulphide  by  adding  cadmium  nitrate.    A  yellow  precipi- 

*  Zeitschrift  fur  Anahjtische  Chemie,  37  (1898),  290-300, 
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tafce  (of  cadmium  sulphide)  indicates  Sulphide.  When 
suLphide  is  present  it  should  be  removed  from  the  remainder 
of  the  solution  by  shaking  with  excess  of  freshly  precipitated 
cadmium  carbonate  and  filtering.  To  the  filtrate  (or,  in  the 
absence  of  sulphide,  to  the  remainder  of  the  solution)  add 
strontium  chloride  in  excess,  shake  vigorously,  allow  to 
stand  for  fifteen  minutes,  filter,  and  thoroughly  wash  the 
precipitate. 

Precipitate. 

May  consist  of  strontium  sulphite 
and  sulphate.  Treat  on  the  filter 
with  dilute  hydrochloric  acid 
(noting  whether  the  odour  of  sul- 
phurous anhydride,  due  to  the  de- 
composition of  strontium  sulphite, 
is  perceptible). 


Filtrate. 
Divide  into  two  parts. 


Add  rdilute 
hydrochloric 
acid  and 
heat.  A  pre- 
cipitate ot 
sulphur  in- 
dicates Thio- 
sulphate. 


Dilute  with 
water.  Acidu- 
late slightly 
with  ddute 
hydrochloric 
acid  and  add 
barium 
chloride.  A 
white  pre- 
cipitate in- 
cates  Sul- 
phate. 


Filtrate. 

Add  barium  chlo- 
ride, allow  to  stand 
for  five  minutes,  and 
filter. 


Filtrate. 

Add  so- 
lution of 
iodine  in 
potassium 
iodide  till 
a  slight 
permanent 
yellow 
colour  is 
produced. 
A  white 
pr  e  c  i  pi- 
tate  indi- 
cates 
Sulphite. 


Precipi- 
tate. 

Consists 
of  barium 
sulphate. 

Neglect. 


Residue. 

Consists  of 
strontium 
sulphate,  in- 
dicating the 
presence  of 
Sulphate. 


Prizes. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded  to 

W.  P.  Pailing,  Eeservoir  House,  Icknield  Port  Road, 
Birmingham. 

The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 
R.  W.  Garrow,  11  Elm  Row,  Edinburgh. 

First  Prise.— Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a  price 
aot  greatly  exceeding  half-a-guinea  may  be  taken  as  a  first  prize. 

Second  Prise. — Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about  five 
shillings  may  be  taken  as  a  second  prize. 

The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested  to 
write  at  ou.ce  to  the  Publisher  naming  the  book  or  books  they 
aelect 

Marks  awarded  for  Analyses. 
1.  Correspondents  who  arc  unqualified: 


Q.  E.  D.— You  ought  to  have  proved  definitely  the  presence  or 
the  absence  of  lead— a  matter  of  no  difficulty  in  the  case  of  this 
month's  exercise. 

J.  B.— If  your  report  gives  a  complete  account  of  the  work  you 
did,  your  examination  of  the  powder  was  very  superficial ;  whereas 
if  you  submitted  the  powder  to  a  really  systematic  analysis,  the 
report  of  this  analysis  is  altogether  insufficient. 

J.  D.  B.— The  powder  did  not  yield  hydrogen  sulphide  when 
heated  with  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  and  we  arc  unable  to  explain 
why  you  supposed  that  it  did.  The  potassium-flame  was  easily 
observed  when  means  were  adopted  to  cut  off  the  sodium- flame. 

Sandonian. — The  powder  did  not  give  off  recognisable  traces  of 
chlorine  when  heated  with  concentrated  sulphuric  acid  and  black 
manganese  oxide  which  was  free  from  chloride.  You  will  do  well 
to  examine  the  behaviour  of  your  black  manganese  oxide  itself 
when  heated  with  sulphuric  acid,  as  most  commercial  samples  of 
the  oxide  contain  chlorides  in  considerable  quantity.  The  sodium- 
carbonate  solution  in  which  you  tested  for  acid  radicals  gave  you 
strange  results.  We  are  unable  to  explain  (1)  why  you  did  not 
obtain  a  precipitate  of  calcium  carbonate  when  you  added  calcium 
chloride  to  it ;  (2)  how  you  boiled  it  with  ammonium  chloride  with- 
out obtaining  evolution  of  ammonia;  and  (3)  how  you  succeeded  in 
neutralising  it  with  ammonium  hydroxide. 

Deffib. — The  precipitate  produced  on  adding  hydrochloric  acid 
and  hydrogen  sulphide  to  the  original  powder,  and  mistaken  for 
antimonious  sulphide,  consisted  of  sulphur  due  to  the  decom- 
position of  thiosulphate.  We  failed  to  obtain  any  indication  of 
the  presence  of  more  than  traces  of  manganese. 

Eric  Sinkinson,  Semel,  and  Vasogen. — You  will  find  useful 
practice  in  preparing  a  mixture  similar  to  this  month's  exercise 
and  repeating  your  examination  with  it. 

Albion. — Note  particularly  that  the  formation  of  a  precipitate, 
insoluble  in  acetic  acid  but  soluble  in  hydrochloric  acid,  on  the 
addition  of  calcium  chloride  to  the  prepared  solution  for  acid 
radicals  is  not  sufficient  to  prove  the  presence  of  oxalate  when 
sulphate  is  known  to  be  present,  since  the  precipitate  may  simply 
consist  of  calcium  sulphate.  It  is  only  safe  to  conclude  that 
oxalate  is  present  when  a  solution  of  calcium  sulphate  has  been 
employed  as  precipitant  instead  of  calcium  chloride. 

Aloe. — Mere  evaporation  of  a  solution  to  dryness,  without 
ignition  of  the  residue,  is  insufficient  to  decompose  oxalates.  Read 
the  general  remarks  on  the  detection  of  sulphite  in  presence  of 
sulphate  and  thiosulphate. 

Alum. — See  last  sentence  of  reply  to  "  Aloe." 

G.  K.  P. — The  sparing  solubility  of  silver  oxalate  in  dilute  nitric 
acid  appears  to  have  caused  you  to  mistake  a  precipitate  of  that 
substance  for  one  of  silver  chloride.  This  is  a  common  error, 
against  which  one  requires  to  be  constantly  on  guard. 


W.  P.  Pailing  (first  prize) 

95 

Q.  E.  D.  ... 

  76 

E.    W.    Garrow  (second 

Omrah 

  75 

prize)   

93 

J.  B  

  72 

<x.  R  

92 

J.  D.  B. 

  65 

J.  H.  Bell  

90 

Sandonian  ... 

  59 

Silver   

86 

Deffib 

  52 

Vitriol  ....   

80 

Eric  Sinkinson 

  43 

2.  Correspondents  mho 

have 

not  indicated 

that  they  are 

unqualified  : 

Albion   

91 

Semel 

...      ...  64 

Alum 

91 

Vasogen 

  35 

G.  K.  F  

75 

Xenon 

  74 

To  Correspondents. 

J.  H.  Bell. — The  precipitate  which  ycu  attributed  to  the 
presence  of  zinc  most  likely  consisted  of  ca'cium  oxalate,  owing  to 
some  of  the  oxalate  present  having  escaped  complete  decomposi- 
tion when  you  ignited  the  mixture. 


ANALYTICAL  TOURNAMENT. 
WE  propose  again  to  offer  special  prizes  for  competition  in 
an  analytical  tournament,  extending  over  the  six  months 
from  November,  1903,  to  April,  1904.  The  monthly  prizes 
will  (as  during  the  last  six  months)  be  reserved  solely  for 
those  students  who  are  preparing  for  the  qualifying 
examinations,  but  the  tournament  prizes  will  be  awarded  to 
the  three  students  (irrespective  of  qualification)  who  receive 
the  highest  aggregate  of  marks  in  the  six  exercises.  The 
exercise  to  be  given  next  month  will  form  the  opening  com- 
petition of  the  tournament,  and  it  will  be  followed  by 
exercises  upon  the  analysis  of  a  mineral,  an  alloy,  and  a 
solution,  as  well  as  of  other  mixtures  of  salts.  The  tourna- 
ment is  calculated  to  provide  students — and  especially  those 
who  work  independently — with  a  periodical  test  of  their 
progress  in  chemical  analysis.  We  hope  that  a  very  large 
number  of  students  will  enter  the  competition,  and  that  all 
who  enter  will  persevere  to  the  close. 

Prizes. — We  offer  (besides  the  monthly  prizes  of  books) 
three  tournament  prizes — first,  books  to  the  value  of  2J.  2s. ; 
second,  books  to  the  value  of  1/.  Is. ;  and  third,  any  two 
books  published  by  The  Chemist  and  Druggist.  Certifi- 
cates will  also  be  awarded. 

The  nature  of  this  competition  will  enable  those  who  have 
not  passed  the  Major  examination  to  test  their  progress 
from  month  to  month,  and  to  rank  for  a  prize  at  the  end  of 
the  session,  without  competing  with  junior  students  for  the 
monthly  prizes. 
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jen^Usb  mews. 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

At  Carlisle  on  September  18,  a  charge  of  improper  a?siult, 
preferred  against  Alexander  Bosher,  chemist  and  druggist, 
by  the  parents  of  a  girl  named  Softly,  was  dismissed. 

Amorig  a  heterogeneous  batch  of  applicants  for  assistant 
weighers  to  the  Corporation  of  Hull  last  week,  a  chemist, 
according  to  a  local  paper,  represented  one  extreme  of  social 
standing  and  a  rullyman  the  other. 

At  Crewe  County  Court  on  September  15,  Messrs.  Day  & 
Sons,  veterinary-medicine  manufacturers,  Crewe,  obtained 
judgment  for  31.,  at  10s.  a  month,  against  Margaret  Moore 
for  goods  supplied  to  defendant's  late  husband  in  1900. 

London  grocers  have  discussed  a  proposal  by  Messrs. 
Lyle,  the  sugar  refiners,  to  fix  minimum  prices  for  their 
sugar.  The  meeting  resolved  to  ask  the  firm  what  they  are 
to  do  in  regard  to  dividend-paying  traders. 

At  the  Tredegar  Police  Court,  on  Tuesday,  Harold  Knight 
&  Havard  Brothers,  mineral-water  manufacturers,  of  Sir- 
howy,  were  each  fined  51.  and  costs  for  neglecting  to  affix 
on  their  premises  a  copy  of  the  special  rules  as  prescribed 
by  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts. 

At  Portsmouth  on  September  17,  Florence  Bunney  was 
fined  10s.  for  stealing  a  bottle  of  scent,  value  9d.,  the  property 
of  Mr.  S.  J.  Abbott,  drug-store  proprietor,  153  Queen  Stree% 
Portsea.  Prisoner  said  she  was  only  holding  the  scent  in 
her  hand  preparatory  to  purchasing  it. 

In  connection  with  the  Indecent  Advertisements  Act  case 
reported  last  week',  we  are  informed  that  the  labels  now  used 
by  Needhams  (Limited)  have  their  own  name  on  them  as 
the  sellers,  and  not  that  of  Mr.  Vause.  Old  labels,  were, 
however,  on  three  boxes  out  of  nine  that  were  visible  in  the 
window. 

The  funeral  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Cattle  Fry,  chemist 
and  druggist,  of  Taunton,  took  place  at  St.  Mary's  Cemetery, 
Taunton,  on  September  16,  and  was  largely  attended. 
Amongst  the  mourners  were  Alderman  W.  A.  Wrenn,  chemist 
and  druggist,  and  a  number  of  other  friends  connected  with 
pharmacy.  ... 

At  Cowes  on  September  17,  -at  the  court  held  for  the  re- 
vision of  the  list  of  voters,  Mr.  Herbert  S.  Hewett,  son  of 
Mr.  William  Herbert  Hewett,  chemist  to  the  King,  claimed 
the  lodger  franchise  in  respect  of  a  bedroom  which  he 
occupied  on  the  second  floor  of  Union  House,  Cowes.  The 
claim  was  not  granted. 

One  hundredweight  of  honey  has  been  taken  from  a  spaco 
between  the  ceiling  of  a  ground  floor  and  the  floor  of  the 
next  storey  in  the  house  of  an  auotioneer,  Henstridge, 
Dorset.  For  several  years  bees  had  been  observed  going  in 
and  out  of  a  small  hole  in  the  mortar,  and  this  week,  owing 
to  a  honey-perfume,  the  floor  was  raised. 

While  sinking  a  well  in  a  field  adjoining  his  residence, 
Mr.  E.  J.  Barton,  the  Somerset  mineralogist,  of  Binegar, 
near  Bath,  has  discovered  a  valuable  bed  of  fullers'  earth  of 
an  exceptionally  fine  nature,  and  free  from  grit.  Excava- 
tions have  since  been  made  ia  other  parts  of  the  property, 
with  the  result  that  the  supply  seems  inexhaustible. 

As  previously  mentioned,  an  Association  of  Wholesale 
Druggists  and  Manufacturers  of  Medicinal  Preparations  has 
been  formed,  principally  in  view  of  the  conditions  imposed 
by  the  new  reading  of  the  Medicine-stamps  Act.  The 
President  of  the  Association  is  Mr.  W.  Parkinson,  of  Burnley  ; 
and  Mr.  B.  C.  Wren,  60  Artillery  Lane,  E.,  is  the  Hon. 
Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

-  The  Halifax  borough  analyst  (Mr.  Wm.  Ackroyd),  in  his 
annual  report,  states  that  the  217  samples  received  for 
analysis  during  the  year  included  two  of  mustard,  one  of 
pepper,  two  of  ginger,  and  three  of  camphorated  oil.  The 
percentage  of  adulterations  on  the  total  number  of  samples 
was  8-75.  Three  samples  of  beer  contained  from  5J„  gr.  to 
gr.  of  arsenious  oxide  per  gal.,  and  one  of  malt  contained 
jiji  gr.  of  arsenious  oxide  per  lb. 


Grocers   and   Oilmen  who  Doal  in  Poisons  and 
"  Patents." 

At  last  week's  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Metropolitan 
Grocers',  Provision-dealers',  and  Oilmen's  Association  the 
following  letter  was  read  from  Dr.  Danford  Thomas  on  the 
sale  of  poisons  by  oilmen.  On  the  recommendation  of  the 
Oilmen's  committee  it  was  decided  to  reply  to  Dr.  Thomas 
that  the  Association  quite  agrees  that  poisonous  articles 
should  be  sold  properly  labelled  by  shopkeepers,  and  with 
all  practical  precautions  that  could  be  taken.  The  resolution 
enclosed  by  Dr.  Thomas,  however,  was  made  the  subject  of 
further  consideration  as  to  its  form : 

Coroner's  O.ricj, 

20  Brunswick  Smare,  W.C. 

July  27,  1903. 

Sir, — Apropos  of  my  last  communication  relative  to  a  letter  re- 
ceived from  you  on  the  17th  inst.  on  the  subject  of  the  sale  of 
poisons  at  oil  shops,  I  would  desire  to  draw  the  attention  of  your 
Association  to  the  fact  that  a  certain  number  of  cases  occur 
annually  in  which  persons  are  poisoned  (an!  many  of  them 
fatally)  by  misadventure  by  drinking  or  consuming  poisons  sold 
at  oil-shops.  At  the  present  time  there  is,  I  believe,  no  legisla- 
tion compelling  the  proprietors  of  such  shops  either  to  label  the 
bottle,  or  vessel,  or  package  ia  which  such  poisons  are  sold 
specifying  the  nature  of  the  poison,  or  with  the  word  "  Poison  "  ; 
but  from  my  experience  in  holding  inquests  in  the  Coroner's 
court,  it  would  appear  that  such  poisons  —as,  for  example,  sul- 
phuric acid,  hydrochloric  ajid,  oxalic  acid,  liquid  ammonia,  certain 
disinfecting  liquids,  petroleum,  &c— are  sold  in  any  kind  of  vessel 
brought  by  the  customer,  from  a  ginger-beer  bottle  to  a  teacup, 
without  label  of  any  kind,  and  to  any  person  without  question  who 
may  apply  for  them ;  and  hence  it  occurs  that  many  misad- 
ventures happen  (let  alone  the  suicides)  causing  injuries  and  often 
fatal  results  amongst  adults  as  well  as  children.  I  am  fully 
aware  that,  with  regard  to  legislation,  the  Government  are 
desirous  that  every  facility  should  be  given  to  workmen  and 
others  to  obtain  readily  such  chemicals  and  acids,  &c,  as  may  be 
used  for  trade  purposes,  or  even  for  domestic  use ;  but  it  seem3 
to  me  that  if  a  little  extra  care  and  caution  were  taken  on  the 
part  of  the  retail  vendors  by  labelling  such  goods  with  the  nature 
of  their  contents  and  the  word  "  Poison  "  many  accidents  and 
accidental  deaths  might  be  avoided.  The  cost  of  such  labels  is 
comparatively  infinitesimal  to  the  vendor,  and  he  might  charge 
his  customers  the  cost  of  a  suitable  bottle,  which  would,  I  believe, 
be  readily  paid  for,  as  it  could  be  kept  for  future  use.  I  would 
venture,  therefore,  strongly  to  recommend  to  the  Council  of  your 
Association  and  to  its  members  the  adoption  of  some  resolution 
suggestive  of  what  I  have  already  indicated.  Such  resolution 
formulated  by  yourselves  would  soon  be  known  amongst  the 
retail  dealers,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  adoption  of  it 
would  follow,  and  that  it  would  soon  become  the  general  custom 
amongst  the  trade,  thus  rendering  any  legislation  on  ths  matter 
unnecessary.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  the  views  of  your  Council 
on  this  subject,  and  also  if  they  have  ever  seriously  considered  it 
from  the  public  point  of  view,  and  any  conclusions  they  may  have 
arrived  at.  In  making  this  communication  ti  your  Association 
be  assured  that  it  is  done  in  no  spirit  of  antagonism  to  any  of  the 
trades  which  you  represent,  but  simply  with  the  desire,  if  possible, 
by  additional  precautions  in  the  sale  of  poisonous  goods  to  lessen 
the  number  of  fatal  casualties  that  frequently  com  3  under  the 
notice  of  the  Coroners.  I  have  veatured  in  the  enclosure  to 
suggest  the  form  of  a  resolution  which  may  meet  with  the  ap- 
proval of  your  Council,  and,  if  so,  it  might  be  sent  to  your 
members  for  practical  adoption. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

Geo.  Danfobd  Thomas  (Coroner). 

Mr.  Arthur  J.  Giles, 

Secretary,  Metropolitan  Grocers',  Provi  iion-dealers', 
and  Oilmen's  Association. 

The  Secretary's  report  was  also  read,  and  in  it  the  following 
passage  occurred : 

The  question  of  the  sale  of  medicinal  preparations  required  by 
the  Inland  Revenue  to  b9ar  the  patent-medicine  stamp  is  under 
consideration,  in  connection  with  th9  demand  of  the  Inlanl 
Revenue  that  on  and  after  January  1  next  year  all  these  pre- 
parations shall  bear  the  full  stamp  The  question  has  bsen 
communicated  to  the  manufacturers  with  whom  the  Executive 
are  in  consultation,  and  it  is  understood  that  the  manufacturers 
will  secure  such  arrangements  with  the  Inland  Revenue  that  they 
will  be  able  to  make  the  necessary  provision  for  all  goods  being 
properly  stamped,  and  it  is  believed  that  they  will  be  prepared  to 
take  back  from  retailers  any  stock  that  they  hive  on  hanl 
insufficiently  stamped  at  that  time,  and  replace  such  stock  by 
properly  marked  goods. 

The  report  elicited  no  co  nment. 
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Fires. 

On  the  night  of  September  17  no  fewer  than  five  incen- 
diary fires  occurred  at  Newcastle-under-Lyme.  One  was  at 
the  rear  of  the  premises  of  Mr.  D.  H.  Oxen,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Bridge  Street,  where  happily  no  serious  damage 
was  done. 

About  midnight  on  Saturday,  September  19  a  fire  was 
discovered  iu  the  cellar  of  the  premises  of  Mr.  A.  Smith, 
chemist  and  druggist,  High  Street,  Newport-upon-Usk,  in 
which  was  stored  some  inflammable  material.  Fortunately 
the  police,  with  assistance,  were  able  to  extinguish  the 
flames  before  the  brigade  arrived,  and  the  damage  done  was 
trifling. 

Starch  is  Bad  for  Infants. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Lewes  on  September  19,  relative  to 
the  death  of  a  three-months'-old  child,  the  medical  officer 
for  East  Sussex  (Mr.  Hugh  Stott)  stated  that  he  had  analysed 
the  contents  of  a  tin  of  malted  and  cooked  food,  prepared 
by  a  chemist  in  Lewes,  with  which  it  was  stated  the  child 
had  been  fed.  He  found  that  the  food  contained  more  free 
starch  than  it  ought,  and  in  his  opinion  it  was  a  very  im- 
proper food  for  infants  under  four  or  five  months  old.  Two 
jurors  asked  if  the  sale  or  use  of  such  food  could  be  stopped, 
and  to  this  the  Coroner  replied  that  the  chemist  could  not  be 
considered  responsible  for  having  sold  it,  and  he  thought  he 
would  not  recommend  it  for  very  young  children.  The  verdict 
was  that  death  was  due  to  convulsions,  brought  on  by  acute 
indigestion,  the  result  of  improper  feeding. 

Contracts. 

Mr.  J.  E.  S.  Suddaby,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been 
appointed  chemist  to  the  Hull  Board  of  Guardians  for  the 
ensuing  quarter. 

The  Holbeach  Guardians  have  at  last  made  the  plunge  and 
decided  to  keep  their  o^n  drugs  at  the  workhouse,  though 
the  minority  still  regard  the  departure  with  no  small  mis- 
giving. At  the  last  meeting  the  Medical  Officer  (Dr.  Evans) 
was  directed  to  prepare  a  list  of  drugs  and  bottles  needed, 
to  submit  to  the  Board.  Mr.  C.  Wass,  chemist,  wrote 
offering  to  supply  whatever  the  Board  might  need  at  the 
prices  customarily  charged  to  public  institutions,  but  the 
Clerk  suggested  they  should  invite  tenders  from  various 
druggists  in  the  district.  It  was,  however,  urged  that  the 
wholesale  drug-houses  would  tender,  and  the  matter  was 
postponed.  The  suggestion  as  to  wholesale  houses  is  some- 
what amusing  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Medical  Officer 
estimated  that  the  cost  of  a  year's  drugs  would  be 
about  20Z. 

The  following  tenders  have  been  accepted  : 

Barnsley  Town  Council. — Mr.  W.  A.  Bellamy,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Eldon  Street,  Barnsley,  for  drugs  for  the  Kendray 
and  smallpox  hospitals  for  six  months. 

Cranbrook  Board  of  Guardians. — Messrs.  Stonham  & 
Sons,  Maidstone,  for  medical  appliances  for  the  next  six 
months. 

Dartford  Urban  Council. — -Messrs.  Middleton  Brothers, 
London,  for  disinfectants. 

Depwade  Board  of  Guardians. — Mr.  A.  E.  I.  Churchyard, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  Harleston,  for  trusses  to  the  work- 
house. 

Ecclesall  Bierlow  (Sheffield)  Board  of  Guardians. — Mr. 
G.  T.  W.  Newsholme,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  for  drugs, 
&c,  for  six  months. 

Hollingbourne  Board  of  Guardians. — Messrs.  Stonham  & 
Sons,  chemists,  Maidstone,  for  drugs  for  the  half-year. 

Lichfield  Board  of  Guardians. — Messrs.  John  Richardson 
&  Sons,  Leicester  (Limited)  for  drugs  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Ramsbottom  Urban  District  Council. — Sanitas  Company 
(Limited),  for  disinfectants  for  one  year. 

Sheffield  Board  of  Guardians. — Mr.  Bernard  Lancaster, 
chemist  and  druggist,  6B  Holme  Lane,  to  dispense  medi- 
cines, &c,  on  the  prescription  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Hillsborough  District  of  the  Union. 

Strood  (Kent)  Board  of  Guardians. — Messrs.  Macdougall 
Brothers,  10  Mark  Lane,  E.C..  for  carbolic  soap,  23s.  6d.  per 
cwt. ;  and  disinfecting  fluid,  8s.  per  dozen  pints. 

Sudbury  Workhouse. — Mr.  W.  H.  Brown,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  has  been  appointed  to  supply  the  drug?. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians  of  the  Ma'ylebone  dis- 


trict on  Septsmber  21,  tenders  ware  received  for  the  supply  of 
drugs  for  the  ensuing  half-year  from  Messrs.  Corbyn,  Stacey 
&  Co.,  300  High  Holborn  (322?.  6i.  3\d.),  and  from  Messrs. 
T.  Hodgkinson,  Prestons  &  King  (321/.  15*.  6%rl ).  The 
tender  of  Messrs.  Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.  was  accepted. 

The  Drug-trade  in  London. 
The  London  County  Council  has  just  issued  a  huge  volume 
of  "London  Statistics  for  190L-2,"  which,  amongst  other 
matters,  deals  with  the  occupation?  of  the  population  of 
London.  The  following  figures  are  given  relative  to  the 
chemical  and  allied  trades  : 


Chemists  and  druggists 

Dye,  paint,  ink,  and  blacking 

manufacture  ... 
Manufacturing  chemists 
Alkali-manufacture 
Gunpowder,     guncotton,  etc., 

manufacture  ... 


211 
1,311 


34 


1,593 
3,156 

22 

371 


Midland  Notes. 
There  is  a  continued  slackness  in  the  local  glass-trade, 
especially  in  the  bottle-making  branch. 

Passive  resisters  have  secured  a  Birmingham  champion  in 
Mr.  Alfred  Southall,  who  presided  at  a  meeting  of  protest  at 
the  Ebenezer  Congregational  Chapel  last  week,  after  the 
usual  police-court  visitation. 

Fourteen  constables  at  Hanley  have  applied  for  facilities 
to  be  granted  them  for  instruction  in  chemistry,  botany, 
mathematics,  and  physics  at  the  higher-grade  school. 
Pharmacy  students  will  have  to  look  to  their  laurels. 

Since  the  publication  of  the  fuming  nitric-acid  test  for 
lead,  suggested  in  the  Lancet  by  Drs.  Mellor  and  Shuffle- 
botham,  there  has  grown  a  demand  for  the  acid  in  the 
Potteries.  Vendors  would  be  wise,  however,  to  offer  a  word 
of  caution  as  to  careful  handling.  The  ugly  flesh-sore  set 
up  by  the  dropping  of  the  acid  on  the  fingers  may  be 
successfully  treated  (according  to  Dr.  Divers)  by  a  judicious 
use  of  diluted  sulphurous  acid. 

The  latest  addition  to  the  list  of  "missing"  is  a  lad  of 
thirteen  years,  named  William  Nicholas,  who  left  his  home 
at  Balsall  Heath  on  September  15.  He  is  a  tall  boy,  slightly 
built,  has  blue  eyes,  light  hair,  and  a  fresh  complexion. 
When  last  seen  he  was  wearing  a  brown  overcoat,  dark  grey 
knicker  suit,  red  tie,  and  turndown  collar,  and  a  blue-serge 
cap.  Any  information  concerning  him  may  be  sent  to  his 
employer,  Mr.  E.  B.  Place,  chemist  and  druggist,  Moseley 
Road,  Birmingham. 

Burglary  and  Theft  Charges. 

At  South- Western  Police  Court  on  September  21,  Alfred 
Ellis,  the  boy  who  was  concerned  in  breaking  and  entering 
the  business  premises  of  Harry  Foulds,  chemist,  100  Balham 
High  Road,  S.W.,  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  a  reformatory. 

Thomas  Boulden  (30),  a  porter,  has  been  committed  for 
trial  on  a  charge  of  stealing  a  large  quantity  of  goods 
(including  barley-sugar,  hartshorn,  chloride  of  lime,  hair-oil, 
and  vinegar),  the  property  of  Messrs.  H.  &  D.  Harvest, 
druggists  and  drysalters,  Dowgate  Dock,  E. 

On  September  22,  at  Clerkenwell  Police  Court,  Herbert 
Hill  and  John  Smart  were  committed  for  trial  on  charges  of 
being  concerned  together  in  breaking  into  the  premises  of 
the  British  Syphon  Manufacturing  Company  in  Barnsbury 
Street,  N.,  and  with  having  housebreaking  implements  in 
their  possession. 

At  Westminster  Police  Court  on  September  22,  a  well- 
dressed  Frenchman,  who  gave  the  name  of  Edward  Johnes 
and  a  false  address,  was  charged  with  the  theft  of 
bottles  of  perfume,  &c,  from  a  chemist's  shop  at  Albert 
Gate.  The  prisoner  and  another  foreigner  went  into 
the  place  for  a  trifling  purchase,  and  the  assistant  was  sus- 
picious from  the  fact  that  about  a  fortnight  previously,  after 
two  customers  of  the  same  class  had  asked  for  similar  goods, 
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articles  were  missing  from  the  counter.  Directly  the  men 
had  left  the  shop  the  assistant  missed  a  bottle  of  eau  de 
Cologne  and  a  box  of  soap.  The  prisoner  was  followed,  and 
on  being  challenged  dropped  the  property  the  subject  of  the 
charge  from  under  his  coat.  For  the  defence,  it  was  said 
that  it  was  a  case  of  practical  joking  by  the  prisoner's 
friend.  The  goods  were  put  in  the  pocket  of  the  accused 
unknown  to  him.  Prisoner  was  fined  40s.,  which  he  at  once 
paid. 

Idri&'s  Ad. 

The  Dover  Town  Council  have  been  considering  the  ques- 
tion of  an  advertisement-board  on  Tower  Hamlets  Hill 
belonging  to  ldris  &  Co.  (Limited),  aerated-water  manufac- 
turers, Camden  Town,  N.W.  The  Corporation  recently  passed 
by-laws  by  which  firms  are  compelled  to  obtain  a  licence  to 
enable  them  to  erect  advertisement-boards,  and  in  the  case 
of  ldris  &  Co.  the  Town  Clerk  and  the  Surveyor  suggested 
that  a  licence  should  be  refused,  as  complaints  had  been 
made  of  obstruction  by  the  advertisement.  In  order  to  do 
this,  the  Town  Council  must  rescind  a  previous  decision  in 
favour,  of  the  granting  of  a  licence,  and  a  motion  to  this 
effect  will  be  made  at  the  Council's  next  meeting. 

"  Bargains ! " 

A  furniture -broker,  carrying  on  business  in  Preston  Street, 
Hulme,  Manchester,  is  now  exposing  for  sale  in  his  window 
a  7-lb.  box  of  chlorodyne-lozenges,  labelled,  "  Two  ounces 
for  l^d."  In  a  chemist's  shop-window  in  Moss  Lane  West, 
Moss  Side,  Manchester,  the  following  notice  appears  :  "  You 
pay  3d.  for  1  oz.  of  Indian  tinctur;  our  price  is  Is." 

Sheffield  Notes. 

The  ups-and-downs  of  a  business-career  were  strikingly 
illustrated  last  week  when  a  chemist,  formerly  the  proprietor 
of  one  of  the  most  prosperous  businesses  in  the  city,  was 
seen  hawking  odd  bottles  of  drugs  in  local  pharmacies. 

Owing  to  the  brilliant  fashion  in  which  the  City  Council 
have  muddled  the  appointment  of  medical  officer  of  health, 
as  detailed  in  the  last  issue  of  the  C.  $  D.y  after  Septem- 
ber 29  the  city  will  be  without  a  medical  officer.  The  whole 
business  is  still  shrouded  in  an  impenetrable  mystery. 

Mr.  William  Ward,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  had  a  rather 
alarming  accident  on  Monday  at  Harrogate,  where  he  was 
staying.  He  was  one  of  the  inside  passengers  of  the  Star- 
beck  'bus,  which  capsized  in  descending  a  slight  hill  near 
the  terminus.  One  lady  had  her  arm  broken,  but  Mr.  Ward 
fortunately  escaped  more  lightly.  He  returned  home  on 
Tuesday  and  has  been  confined  to  his  bed  since,  but  is  pro- 
gressing favourably.  He  sustained  some  severe  bruises  and  a 
violent  shaking. 

Sport. 

Wholesale  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Cricket  Champion- 
ship.— The  final  match  was  played  on  September  19,  at 
Brockley,  between  the  "  Davy  Hill's  "  C.C.  and  the  "  Well- 
come "  C.C,  resulting  in  a  win  for  the  latter  by  one  run — a 
most  exciting  finish.  The  "Wellcome"  C.C.  thus  retain  the 
championship  for  another  season,  and  hold  the  silver 
challenge  cup  for  the  fifth  year  in  succession.  The  scores 
were:  "  Wellcome "  CO,  52  ;  "Davy  Hill's"  C.C,  61.  For 
the  winners  Knight  was  top  scorer  with  12,  and  for  the 
losers  W.  Burrows  made  the  highest  score  with  10  ;  and  E. 
Sibley  captured  seven  wickets  for  15  runs. 


League  Table. 


!  

Played 

Won 

Lost 

Points 

Wellcome  C.C  

4 

4 

0 

8 

Davy  Hill's  C.C  

4 

2 

2 

4 

Burgoyne's  C.C, 

4 

0 

4 

0 

The  Nottingham  Chemists'  Cricket  Club  brought  their 
season  to  a  close  on  September  17,  when  they  paid  a  visit 
to  Long  Eaton,  and  were  defeated  by  the  local  tradesmen  by 
27  runs.  Although  on  the  season's  play  the  balance  works 
out  rather  adversely  to  the  Nottingham  chemists,  the  Club 
have  had  a  most  successful  season,  for,  apart  from  the  fact 
that  some  Yery  strong  combinations  have  been  battled  with 


|  no  o-ganisation  could  reasonably  expect  to  get  into  the  first 
flight  in  its  first  year.  Not  only  has  the  Club  provided 
excellent  sport,  but  it  has  also  been  an  admirable  agency  for 
social  intercourse.  Lord  Henry  Bentinck,  M.P.,  has  con- 
sented to  attend  the  first  annual  dinner  on  October  8,  and 
the  President  of  the  Nottingham  Chemists'  Association  (Mr. 
R.  Fitzhugh)  will  preside. 

Coroner  on  Drug-habits. 

On  September  22,  Dr.  F.  J.  Waldo,  Coroner  for  the  City 
and  South wark,  held  an  inquiry  at  Southwark  respecting  the 
death  of  Charles  Collins  (30),  a  boot-shop  manager,  who  died 
in  Guy's  Hospital  from  morphine-poisoning.  The  evidence 
was  to  the  effect  that  the  deceased  seven  years  ago  had 
suffered  with  abdominal  pains,  for  which  a  Wandsworth 
doctor  gave  him  hypodermic  injections  of  morphine. 
Subsequently  deceased  acquired  the  habit  of  injecting 
morphine  himself. 

Dr.  Bryden  Linden,  house-physician  at  Guy's  Hospital, 
stated  that  the  deceased  was  admitted  to  the  hospital  with 
an  abscess  in  the  lef tj  arm  and  corresponding  abscesses  in 
the  side  down  to  the  left  hip.  Witness  diagnosed  the  cause 
of  the  abscesses  to  be  the  use  of  a  dirty  syringe,  and  a  minute 
examination  proved  that  the  body  .was  saturated  with  mor- 
phine bady  injected.  Deceased  died  four  days  after  admis- 
sion. He  told  witness  that  at  one  time  he  used  to  inject 
9  gr.  of  morphine  but  latterly  he  had  used  only  6  gr.  He 
always  used  a  syringe. 

A  Juryman :  Could  he  get  morphine  easily,  or  how  did  he 
obtain  it  1 

The  Coroner :  I  am  afraid  he  would  have  little  difficulty  in 
getting  it,  and  morphine-taking  is  a  very  common  habit. 

Dr.  Linden,  continuing,  said  the  cause  of  death  was 
exhaustion  due  to  chronic  morphine-poisoning,  accelerated 
by  inflammation  of  the  lungs.  The  death  was  easily 
accounted  for  by  the  use  of  a  dirty  syringe. 

The  Coroner:  Is  it  a  common  practice  for  persons  to  inject 
morphine  themselves  1 

Witness  :  No ;  but  some  doctors  instruct  relatives  how  to 
do  it  for  a  patient,  though  it  is  an  operation  requiring  ex- 
treme care  and  cleanliness. 

A  verdict  of  death  by  misadventure  was  returned,  with  a 
rider  condemning  the  use  of  morphine. 

At  the  same  Court  on  the  same  day  Dr.  Waldo,  in  the  course 
of  an  inquest  on  the  body  of  a  child  five  weeks  old  who 
had  died  of  suffocation  in  bed,  said  that  he  had  been 
searching  statistics  and  the  causes  of  infantile  suffocation.  . 
There  was,  he  found,  at  the  present  day  a  growing  practice  . 
among  ignorant  mothers  to  take  quack  drugs  and  sleeping- 
draughts  to  induce  the  sleep  that  did  not  come  as  quickly  as 
required.    Infants,  too,  were  given  draughts  to  make  them 
sleep  simply  because  they  cried,  and  the  mother  in  her 
drugged  sleep  suffocated  the  infant.    If  figures  could  be . 
obtained  accurately,  it  would  be  seen  that  the  habit  of. 
morphine- taking  by  young  women — overworked  shop-girls — 
and  the  use  of  opiates  generally  was  alarmingly  on  the 
increase.    Drugs  are  now  resorted  to  without  the  slightest 
thought  of  the  person's  physical  ability  to  stand  the  effects, 
and  infants  are  also  given  powders,  syrups,  and  narcotics 
at  the  first  cry  out.     Useless  grandmother-remedies  were 
still  used  instead  of  proper  medicine,  and  thousands  of 
deaths  occur  every  year  through  this  want  of  obtaining, 
proper  medical  skill  and  medicine.    In  this  country,  as  in 
Germany,  suffocations  ought  to  be  strictly  investigated  by 
the  police,  the  proper  medical  treatment  of  infants  should 
be  enforced,  and  the  habitual  and  indiscriminate  use  of 
drugs  and  quack  medicines  stopped,  wherever  possible,  by  a 
closer  watch  on  their  sale.     Even  the  oilshops  now  sell 
penny  pills  and  powders,  so  what  could  be  expected  but  that 
the  ignorant  classes  would  be  misled  by  these  so-called 
"  cures  ?  "  The  chemist  who  sold  cough-mixtures  or  teething- 
powders  could  not  be  blamed,  but  at  least  the  sale  should  be 
restricted  to  the  educated  men  of  that  qualification.  Drugs 
were  taken  by  servants,  who  copied  their  employers  who  took 
drugs  from  habit,  and  contrary  to  medical  advice,  and  so  the 
habit  was  passed  on. 

Not  the  Febrifuge. 

The  adjourned  inquest  touching  the  death  of  Louis  Eugene 
Hill,  a  child,  at  Moston,  under  circumstances  reported  in  our 
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ssue  of  September  12,  page  454,  was  held  before  the  Man- 
tester  City  Coroner  on  September  23.  Mr.  George  Jackson, 
hemist  and  druggist,  was  in  attendance,  but  was  not  called 
pon  to  enter  the  witness-box.  He  was,  however,  repre- 
ented  by  Mr.  J.  Hislop,  solicitor.  The  Coroner  (Mr.  E.]A. 
ribson)  said  since  the  adjournment  he  had  had  a  post-mortem 
xamination  made  by  Dr.  Ashley,  of  the  Owens  College  and 
[he  Children's  Hospital,  and  an  analysis  of  "  Jackson's 
ebrifuge"  made  by  Mr.  Chas.  Estcourt,  the  city  analyst, 
j  Dr.  Ashley  said  death  had  been  caused  by  bronchial  pneu- 
monia of  both  lungs.  The  disease  from  which  the  child 
offered  is  a  serious  one,  but  is  not  necessarily  fatal.  Children 
|  five,  and  even  three,  months  old  can  be  cured  of  it  by 
roper  treatment  and  care. 

I  The  Coroner:  In  general  terms,  if  properly  treated,  the 
thild  could  recover  ? — Yes. 

The  Coroner:  You  have  seen  a  copy  of  the  analysis  of 
[ackson's  febrifuge.  Tell  me  what  you  think  of  it?— I 
lould  think  it  would  be  perfectly  useless.  It  would  not  do 
lie  child  any  harm  unless  taken  in  very  large  quantities,  but 
!  given  to  a  child  regularly  it  took  the  place  of  more  efficient 
bmedies. 

The  Coroner  :  You  think  the  child  would  be  simply  allowed 
I  die  without  the  course  of  the  disease  being  checked  ? — 
lecidedly.        ■   >  ■ 

In  reply  to  the ,  solicitor  for  Mr.  Jackson,  Dr.  Ashley  said 
lere  were  no  signs  of  suffocation.  The  medicine  did  no 
irm.  The  administration  of  the  febrifuge  would  not  affect 
lie  child  one  way  or  the  other. 

j  Mr.  Charles  Estcourt,  city  analyst,  said  he  had  analysed 
i  oz.  of  Jackson's  febrifuge.  It  contained  the  following 
>proxirnate  quantities  of  the  substances  named : 

Gr.  per  fl.  oz. 

Ammonium  chloride   4  0 

Potassium  chloride                              ...  24 

Potassium  sulphate   6'2 

Sodium  sulphate    4'0 

Sugar  ...     '  ...       ...       ...    10  0 

Ipecacuanha,  nearly   2'0 

Camphor,  nearly    10 

Cloves,  ginger,  liquorice,  and  probably 

rhubarb      ...       ...    90 

Chloroform,  a  faint  trace. 

He  was  not  acquainted  with  the  action  of  the  medica- 
imts  named,  but  there  were  no  noxious  drugs.  In  further 
I  ply  to  Mr.  Jackson's  solicitor,  the  analyst  said  he  would 
Jit  be  surprised  to  hear  that  the  mixture  contained  other 

:  *  istituents  besides  the  twelve  named.  There  were 
iinute  traces  of  other  substances  which  he  had  not  been 

t!  e  to  trace.  After  further  cross-examination,  Mr.  Hislop 
!|d  2,184  gals,  of  the  febrifuge  were  sold  last  year — over 
11 000  bottles  at  Is.  each.  It  is  used  by  members  of  the 
<!y  Council,-  by  justices  of  the  peace,  and  ministers  of 

.ijigion. 

(L'he  Coroner,  in  summing  up,  said  there  was  nothing  in 
1i  case  that  would  connect  Jackson's  febrifuge  with  the 
dith  of  the  deceased.  It  seemed  to  be  due  to  natural 
uses.  It  was  impossible  to  say  whether  the  deceased,  if 
1  had  been  properly  treated,  might  not  have  been  alive  now. 
1  was  competent  for  the  jury  to  say  whether  the  death  was 
c !  to  parental  neglect.  Personally  he  could  only  say  he 
i  arded  it  in  the  light  of  a  misfortune.    The  analysis  of 

i  febrifuge  was  remarkable,  and  he  regarded  it  a  triumph 
o  the  part  of  Mr.  Estcourt,  for  he  had  discovered  twelve 

0  of  the  alleged  seventeen  ingredients.  It  had  been  suggested 
t.jt  those  fourteen  substances  formed  a  chemical  food. 

1  lid  nothing  of  the  kind.  The  stuff  was  of  no  practical 
Hie,  and  yet  its  inventor  held  forth  that  it  would  cure 
p  jtically  everything,  even  the  most  virulent  infectious 
d  ases — a  most  extravagant  claim.    It  was  a  public  mis- 

ii  une  that  it  should  be  on  the  market.  Although  the 
U  ifuge  might  neither  do  good  nor  harm,  it  prevented 
pi  ents  from  having  proper  treatment. 

he  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  death  from  natural  causes, 
a'l  a  juryman  pointed  out  that  the  Government'  realised  a 
b;;dsome  revenue  out  of  patent  medicines — there  were 
h  dreds  of  such  medicines  on  the  'market— and  suggested 
w  ther  something  could  not  be  done  to  enlighten  the  public 
aijo  their  valu«.  . 

r.  Hislop  said  his  client  had  testimonials  from  all  parts 
o;|he  country  as  to  the  value  of  his  febrifuge. 


Another  juryman  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  febrifuge 
was  a  distinct  fraud. 

Mr.  Hislop :  If  we  are  to  have  an  inquiry,  let  it  be  a 
full  one. 

The  matter  then  dropped. 

The  "Week's  Poisonings, 

Four  of  the  twelve  deaths  from  poisoniDg  that  have  taken 
place  during  the  week  were  misadventures.  Two  suicides 
were  committed  with  oxalic  acid ;  one  victim  was  an  Isling- 
ton pawnbroker  named  Rodwell,  and  the  other  a  Paddington 
Bath-chair  attendant  named  Raven.  A  Bristol  newsagent, 
Robert  Berryman  Evans,  took  a  big  dose  of  laudanum  and 
went  to  bed  with  the  gas  turned  full  on.  He  subsequently 
died  in  the  infirmary.  A  servant-girl  named  Butler,  at 
Teynham,  drank  a  fatal  dose  of  carbolic  acid  ;  James  Ibbit- 
son,  a  Bradford  commercial  traveller,  drank  nitric  acid;  and 
a  bricklayer's  labourer  at  Foleshill,  named  Morley,  bought 
a  3d.  packet  of  vermin-killer  (ostensibly  to  poison  rats) 
from  a  local  chemist,  and  subsequently  died  from  strychnine- 
poisoning.  Prussic  acid  caused  the  death  of  Charles  Watson 
Todd,  of  Hartlepool.  Besides  the  case  of  morphine-poisoning 
recorded  elsewhere,  an  analytical  chemist  at  Stoke  Newing- 
ton,  named  John  Owen  Alexander,  poisoned  himself  with 
morphine.  At  an  inquest  held  at  Newark  on  the  body  of 
Gertrude  Cosey  Swain  (nine  years  of  age),  it  was 
stated  that  an  analysis  of  the  stomach  contents 
showed  that  death  was  due  to  mercurial- poisoning. 
The  analyst  stated  that  he  estimated  the  quantity  present 
at  i  gr.  So  small  a  quantity  as  A  gr.  had  been  recorded  as 
causing  the  death  of  a  child  when  taken  as  perchloride.  In 
his  opinion  the  following  are  possible  ways  in  which  acci- 
dental mercurial  poisoning  may  take  place :  (1)  Calomel 
occasionally  contains  traces  of  the  poisonous  perchloride,  and 
under  certain  conditions  may  give  rise  to  the  same  com- 
pound ;  (2)  calomel  is  a  constituent  of  several  so-called 
patent  medicines.  Having  regard  to  the  small  quantity  of 
mercury  found,  he  did  not  think  it  likely  that  either  of  these 
points  would  be  of  importance  ;  (3)  a  perchloride  soloid 
(now  to  be  found  in  many  houses)  may  have  been  eaten  in 
mistake  for  a  sweet.  Dr.  Hine  said  he  had  made  inquiries, 
and  the  child  had  never  taken  any  patent  medicine.  Nc- 
soloids  had  been  used  at  the  child's  home.  After  full  inquiry, 
he  could  not  suggest  any  way  in  which  the  poison  could  have 
been  taken.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  that  the  child  died 
from  mercurial  poisoning,  and  that  the  poisoning  was  acci- 
dental. A  public-house  manager  at  Woolwich  was  admitte  c3 
to  Guy's  Hospital  suffering  from  chronic  lead-poisoning. 
He  had  been  a  potman,  and  was  in  the  habit  of  taking  a 
draught  of  beer  first  thing  in  the  morning.  This  first  glass 
of  beer  would  have  been  in  the  lead  pipes  all  night,  and 
would  have  absorbed  a  quantity  of  lead.  This  habit  had, 
according  to  the  theory  of  Dr.  Stanley  Hodson,  of  Guy's, 
brought  on  the  lead-poisoning  which  caused  the  man's  death. 
At  Middlesborough  an  inquest  was  held  on  September  21i 
into  the  death  of  Mrs.  Ethel  Carlile,  an  actress.  Deceased 
was  taken  ill  on  the  stage,  and  died  at  her  lodgings.  A  few 
days  before  her  death  she  told  her  husband  and  another 
witness  that  she  had  been  induced  to  visit  a  herbalist  near 
Leeds,  as  her  pregnant  condition  would  prevent  her  appear- 
ing on  the  stage.  She  took  the  medicine  supplied,  and 
became  very  ill.  The  medical  evidence  attributed  the  cause 
of  death  to  an  irritant  poison,  and  the  inquest  was  adjourned 
for  further  inquiry.  At  St.  Keverne,  Cornwall,  a  quarrymarj 
died  from  the  effects  of  an  irritant  poison  (phosphorus), 
taken  in  a  bottle  of  ale.  At  the  inquest  an  open  verdict  was- 
returned,  there  being  no  evidence  as  to  how  the  poison  got 
into  the  bottle.  Leah  Dawe,  a  widow  at  Streatham,  com- 
mitted suicide  on  September  20  with  carbolic  acid.  Her 
husband  poisoned  himself  with  prussic  acid  in  May  last. 


Change  of  Occupation  Desibgd. — A.  subscriber  :end- 
us  the  following  cutting  from  the  Malvern  Gazette.  It 
speaks  for  itself : 

SITUATIONS  "WANTED. 

AS  BOOTS  in  a  small  Hotel,  by  Chemist's  Assistant  neediDg 
change  of  occupation.—"  Possum,"  News  O.fics,  Upton- on- 
Severn. 

This  item,  writes  our  correspondent,  is  eloiuent  of  the 
condition  of  pharmacy  in  these  parts. 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Business  Changes. 

Messrs.  Hanrahau  &  Co.  hive  opened  a  medical  hall  in 
the  main  street,  Fethard,  co.  Tipperary. 

L.G.B.  Decisions. 

The  L.G.B.  has  sanctioned  the  payment  of  30  s.  per  week  to 
Mr.  Sewell  as  temporary  compounder  at  the  Kill  lrney  Dis- 
pensary. 

The  L.G.B.  decline  to  recoup  the  Castlerea  Board  of 
Guardians  in  respect  of  a  sum  of  31. 14s.  expanded  on  articles 
and  drugs  not  included  in  the  Board's  prescribed  list. 

Good  Drugs. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Boyle  Board  of  Guardians  Sir 
Charles  Cameron's  report  on  the  analysis  of  drugs  supplied  to 
the  workhouse  was  received.  The  report  stated  that  all 
the  drugs  were  correct.  Mr.  Boyers,  of  Sligo,  is  the  con- 
tractor. 

Irish  Chemists'  Assistants'  and  Apprentices' 
Association. 

The  Committee  of  Management  met  on  September  21  at 
73  Harcourt  Street,  the  President  (Mr.  Edgar  Aplin)  in  the 
chair.  The  chief  business  consisted  in  the  drawing-up  of 
rules  which  are  to  be  laid  before  the  next  general  meeting. 
It  was  stated  that  subscriptions  and  promises  of  support 
are  coming  in  satisfactorily. 

School  Success. 

In  the  recent  examinations  under  the  Intermediate  (Middle 
Grade)  of  the  Royal  University  of  Ireland,  held  at  Dublin, 
the  gold  medal  for  first  place  in  experimental  science, 
together  with  an  exhibition  valued  at  3(W.,has  been  awarded 
to  Joseph  J.  Dowling,  son  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Dowling,  secretary  to 
Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd  (Limited),  Dublin. 

A  Londonderry  Business. 

The  premises  of  Messrs.  Prior  &  Co.,  pharmaceutical 
chemists,  Ferryquay  Street,  Londonderry,  which  were  burnt 
in  the  great  fire  some  time  ago,  have  been  rebuilt.  The 
business  was  founded  in  1765  by  Sir  John  McGinnis,  Bart., 
and  on  his  death  passed  to  Dr.  Skipton  and  Dr.  Eames.  Dr. 
James  Eames,  son  of  the  last  named,  engaged  Mr.  H.  M.  Prior 
as  managing-assistant  and  subsequently,  some  forty  years 
ago,  took  him  into  partnership.  Mr.  Prior  is  now  assisted  by 
Mr.  Maxwell,  who  was  some  five  years  ago  taken  into 
partnership.  The  reconstruction  of  the  premises  has  been 
carried  out  by  local  firms. 

Dilatory  Dispensers. 

The  Guardians  of  the  South  Dublin  Union,  at  their  meet- 
ing on  Wednesday,  arising  out  of  a  discussion  relative  to 
delay  in  supplying  poor  people  with  medicines  at  the  Grand 
Canal  Street  Dispensary,  passed  a  resolution  requesting  the 
resident  apothecaries  and  compounders  to  see  that  prescrip- 
tions from  poor  people  attended  by  doctors  on  red  tickets 
are  attended  to  immediately  upon  presentation  at  the  dis- 
pensary. No  resident  officer  is  to  be  absent  for  more  than 
two  hours  after  noon,  and  the  doctors  are  requested  to 
explain  why  they  altered  the  hours  for  dispensing  medicines 
on  red  tickets. 

Known  and  Approved  Instruments. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Athlone  Guardians  last  week  the 
Clerk  reported  that,  as  directed  by  the  Board,  he  returned 
the  surgical  instruments  complained  of  by  the  medical 
officer  to  the  contractor,  and  got  instead  articles  of  the  same 
kind  stamped  with  the  name  "  Adamson,  Ballina."  Dr. 
Shanley  said  he  was  not  aware  if  these  were  makers.  The 
instruments  should  be  stamped  with  the  name  of  a  maker  of 
repute,  and  he  thought  there  were  only  two  makers  in 
vIreland.    Some  of  the  instruments  got  by  the  Guardians  last 


year  were  worthless.  It  was  decided  to  refer  the  matter  to 
the  L  G.B.,  and  to  ascertain  from  them  if  Mr.  Adamson  was 
a  maker  of  repute. 

A  Cod-liver-oil  Contract. 

At  the  Athlone  Board  of  Guardians  last  week  a  letter  was 
read  from  the  medicine-contractor  stating  that,  owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  cod-liver  oil,  he  could  not  supply  the  quantity  re- 
quired for  the  hospital,  and  that  most  of  the  oil  at  present 
on  the  market  is  of  doubtful  quality,  and  would  not  stand 
analysis.  Dr.  Shanley  said  he  must  have  the  oil  for  his  con- 
sumptive patients,  and  the  Chairman  said,  as  regards  the  oil 
passing  the  test,  that  was  the  Guardians'  business.  If  the 
oil  is  not  sent  according  to  the  doctor's  order  it  will  be 
obtained  locally,  and  the  contractor  will  have  to  pay  the 
Guardians  the  difference. 

Drug- supplies. 

Mr.  R  oden  Johnston,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Downpatrick, 
has  again  secured  the  contract  for  the  supply  of  drugs  and 
medicines  to  the  co.  Down  Lunatic  Asylum. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  written  to  the  Cavan 
Guardians  stating  that  the  cost  of  medicines  and  medical 
and  surgical  appliances  obtained  during  the  half-year  in  the 
Ballyhaise  dispensary  district  was  19Z.  18s.  4i.  The  drugs 
were  only  ordered  on  one  occasion  during  the  half-year,  and 
the  quantity  ordered  seemed  to  be  in  excess  of  the  require- 
ments of  the  dispensary,  at  which  only  seventy-six  patients 
attended  during  the  six  months.  The  cost  of  medicines  and 
appliances  for  Bellananagh,  Belturbet,  and  Stradone  dispen- 
saries for  the  half-year  was  21Z.  14s.,  41Z.  17s.,  and  191.  Is.  9d. 
respectively,  and  they  ask  for  an  explanation  of  what  they 
consider  an  excessive  expenditure.  The  Chairman  said  it 
was  extraordinary  to  see  this  large  expenditure  on  medicines 
in  these  districts.  The  respective  medical  officers  were  re- 
quested to  furnish  explanations. 


Scotcb  mews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


iu 

;ers, 


Who  is  Farthest  North  ? 

Four  new  English  houses  have  "crossed  the  border' 
search  of  orders,  one  going  so  far  as  to  offer  Winchest 
jars,  and  packages  free. 

Poisoning. 

On  September  18  a  boy  named  Quintin  Young,  at  Coat- 
bridge, was  accidentally  poisoned  through  drinking  a  quan- 
tity of  ammonia.  He  had  gone  to  the  cupboard  for  a  drink, 
and  took  the  ammonia-bottle  by  a  mistake. 

Glasgow  Notes. 

Cough-mixtures  and  other  winter-lines  are  beginning  to  be 
shown  in  the  chemists'  shops  in  Glasgow. 

It  is  rumoured  that  still  another  chemist  is  opening  in  the 
Partick  district— near  Partick  West  Station. 

Owing  to  the  present  spell  of  fine  weather  there  is  an 
aftermath  in  the  sale  of  photographic  goods. 

One  of  the  stores  here  list  bismuth-lozenges  in  their  retail- 
list  6d.  per  lb.  below  the  manufacturers'  wholesale  prices. 

A  well-known  South-Side  pharmacist  is  exhibiting  in  his 
window  a  handsome  specimen  of  Cantharis  resioatoria  mounted 
on  a  card  inscribed  with  a  descriptive  note. 

The  local  newspapers  have  at  last  got  to  know  of  the 
existence  of  a  cod-liver-oil  famine,  and  are  misinforming  the 
public  on  the  subject  with  the  inevitable  journalistic 
assurance. 

Window-displays  of  cod-liver  oil  are  conspicuous  by  their 
absence,  but  one  greatly  daring  chemist  makes  a  brave  show 
of  his  own  emulsion,  warranted  to  contain  50  per  cent,  or 
the  precious  jecorian  product. 
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He  Planted  Them. 

Not  far  from  Strathpeffer  a  Hielant  man  invested  in  a  box 
of  bile-beans,  and  they  did  him  good.  Shortly  afterwards 
the  following  conversation  was  overheard  : 

First  Highlander :  "  Man  Sandy,  they  bile-beans  did  me  guid, 
and  I'm  gey  weel  pleased  wi'  them.  But,  man,  they're  awfle  dear  ; 
but  d'  ye  ken,  Sandy,  what  I  hae  dune  wi'  them  ?  " 

Sandy  :  "  Na,  na,  man,  a  dinna,  but  a  wad  like  tae  ken,  if  there's 
siller  in't." 

First  Highlander  :  "  Aye,  man,  there's  siller  in't ;  and  I  am  gaen 
tae  cheat  the  droggist,  for  I  am  no  to  buy  ony  mair  o'  them,  for  I 
just  took  the  half  that  was  left,  and,  man,  I  planted  a  sma'  drillie 
o'  them  and  thae'll  be  comin'  up  Eoon." 

Edinburgh  Chemists'  Golf  Club. 

The  sixth]  and,  final:  round  of  the  hole-and-hole  compe- 
tition for  the  "  Connell  Smith  "  Putter  was  played  on  Thurs- 
day, September  17,  over  the  Braids,  the  finalists  being 
Messrs.  D.  S.  Philp  and  James  Stott.  The  latter  won  by 
5  up  and  3  to  play. — The  autumn  holiday  competition  was 
played  at  Dunbar  on  Monday,  September  21,  with  the 
following  results  :  First  prize  and  Gibson  Handicap  Medal : 
Mr.  G.  F.  Anderson,  107-25  =  82;  Second:  Mr.  D.  S.  Philp, 
85  +  1  =  86;  Third:  Mr.  W.  M.  Manson,  99-8  =  91.  A 
special  prize,  presented  by  Mr.  H.  D.  Alexander,  for  the  best 
score  for  12  holes,  was  won  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Dey  with  67  —  9  =  58. 
The  company  were  entertained  to  luncheon  in  the  Roxburghe 
Marine  Hotel  by  the  Captain,  Mr.  W.  B.  Cowie.  There  was 
a  large  turn-out.  Mr.  George  Robertson,  having  the  lowest 
aggregate  (249)  for  three  scores  in  the  Gibson  Medal  com- 
petitions, becomes  the  holder  for  the  year,  and  receives  a 
gold  pendant.    This  finishes  the  competitions  for  the  year. 


tfvencb  Bern 

(Prom  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


History  of  Poisons. — Dr.  Cabanes  began  life  as  a  phar- 
macist, but  is  best  known  to  Parisians  as  the  editor  of  the 
Chroniqve  Medicale.  He  has  just  produced  a  book  on 
"  Poisons,"  in  collaboration  with  Dr.  Nass,  in  which  the 
subject  is  treated  historically. 

The  Plague  at  Marseilles. — Dr.  Lortet,  Dean  of  the 
Lyons  Faculty  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy,  strongly  con- 
demns the  inadequacy  of  the  means  taken  to  prevent  the 
ingress  of  plague  by  the  port.  It  appears  that  travellers 
from  Egypt  have  simply  to  give  up  their  underclothing  and 
a  handkerchief  to  be  sterilised,  and  the  extermination  of 
rats  is  not  properly  attended  to.  The  criticism  comes  rather 
late,  as  the  plague  seems  to  have  been  effectually  nipped  in 
the  bud  at  Marseilles,  and  Dr.  Chantemesse,  the  Pasteur 
Institute  expert,  has  returned  to  Paris. 

Dr.  Frederic  Bordas  leaves  his  post  as  sub-Director  of 
the  Paris  Municipal  Laboratory  on  October  1  next,  to  assume 
his  new  duties  as  preparator  to  Dr.  Darsonval  at  the  College 
of  France.  His  place  at  the  laboratory  will  be  taken  by  M. 
Jean  Alphonse  Moreal  de  Brevans,  who  may  be  remembered 
as  the  rapporteur  of  the  1900  International  Congress  of 
Chemistry.  M.  de  Brevans  has  been  employed  at  the 
laboratory  since  1883.  Dr.  Bordas,  by  the  way,  retains  a 
pleasant  recollection  of  his  visit  to  England  a  few  years 
ago,  when  he  was  sent  as  an  expert  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  arsenic-in-beer  scare. 

Faith-healing — Ancient  and  Modern. — A  monument 
to  the  late  Dr.  Raymond  Charcot  was  inaugurated  at 
Lamalou-les-Bains  on  Sunday  by  M.  Trouillot,  French 
Minister  of  Public  Instruction.  Professor  Charcot's  suc- 
cessor at  the  Salpetriere  Hospital,  Paris,  in  the  course  of  a 
speech  on  this  occasion,  drew  a  curious  parallel  between 
ancient  and  modem  faith-healing,  and  referred  to  Charcot's 
demonstration  of  the  disadvantages  of  bromides  in  convulsive 
hysteria.  The  monument  consists  of  a  bust  of  the  great 
savant  by  Mme.  Charcot.  It  is  displayed  surmounting  a 
fountain  with  two  reliefs  representing  Charcot's  lectures 
at  the  Salpetriere  and  a  patient  bathing  at  the  thermal 
springs  of  Lamalou. 

The  Poisoning -case  at  Saint-Clar  continues  to  occupy 
public  opinion  in  France  very  much,  and  the  following  details 


are  of  some  interest  :  Jean  Gaston  Dupont,  brother  of  Mme. 
Galtie,  and  who  is  one  of  the  persons  she  is  accused  of 
poisoniDg,  was  a  pharmacist  of  Libourne  (Girondc),  and  was 
thirty-seven  years  of  age.  He  had  been  called  up  to 
Toulouse  for  a  month's  military  training,  but  complaining  of 
violent  intestinal  pains  was  invalided  home  to  his  sister's 
house.  He  died  at  Saint-Clar,  and  was  buried  at  Casseneuil. 
On  the  Saturday  night  Mme.  Galtie's  servant  presented  a 
prescription  at  M.  Rouede's  pharmacy  signed  by  Dr.  Labat 
for  a  "  soothing  potion,"  a  laxative,  and  a  camphor  sinapism, 
and  explained  it  was  for  M.  Dupont,  who  was  troubled  by 
fits  of  vomiting.  The  following  day  the  same  servant  asked 
M.  Rouede  for  some  arsenic.  "  Bring  the  vet's  prescription," 
said  he.  Ten  minutes  after  Mme.  Galtie  called  herself.  She 
diplomatically  remarked  that  if  M.  Rouede  would  not  execute 
her  order,  M.  Salesses  (the  other  pharmacist  of  the  place) 
would  do  so.  M.  Rouede  says  he  only  supplied  arsenic  on 
this  occasion  (August  30)  and  at  the  beginning  of  July,  1903 
(two  packets  of  10  grams).  It  is  also  stated  that  the  packet 
he  supplied  on  August  30  was  found  intact  after  her  brother's 
death.  The  exact  amount  she  may  have  obtained  at  the 
other  pharmacy  or  elsewhere  has  not  transpired.  The  judge 
of  instruction,  M.  Daussos,  says  "the  death  coincided  with 
the  purchase  (at  M.  Salesses'  and  afterwards  at  M.  Rouede's) 
of  a  certain  quantity  of  arsenic." 


Mr.  Kelway  Bamber,  the  Ceylon  Government  chemist 
has  been  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Harper,  of  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  & 
Co.,  was  a  passenger  on  homeward  mail  which  left  Bombay 
on  September  5. 

The  Number  op  Dispensaries  in  Assam  is  133,  as 
against  131  in  the  year  1901.  This  increase  includes  a  new 
State  dispensary  at  Lungleh  in  the  Lushai  Hills. 

Treacher  &  Co.  (Limited),  Bombay. — The  adjourned 
general  meeting  of  this  company  was  held  at  Bombay 
on  September  3,  the  proceedings  bsing  conducted  in  private. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Spencb,  of  Colombo,  who  left  for  Australia 
some  time  ago  as  commissioner  for  pushing  Ceylon  car- 
damoms there,  is  reported  to  have  been  ill  at  Perth,  Western 
Australia,  for  ten  weeks  continuously,  and  has  only  just 
recovered. 

Alleged  Opium-smuggling.— Mrs.  Walters,  a  passenger 
by  the  Calcutta  mail-steamer,  was  arrested  on  August  31  by 
the  Rangoon  police  for  being  in  possession  of  4,980  tolas  of 
opium,  which  were  found  concealed  in  two  tin  boxes  with 
false  bottoms.  The  accused  was  admitted  to  bail,  executing 
a  bond  for  Rs.  500,  with  two  sureties  for  a  like  amount  each. 

Dr.  Butler,  cryptogamic  botanist  to  the  Government  of 
India,  will  visit  Mysore  very  shortly  to  make  a  further  study 
of  spike  disease  in  sandal-trees.  He  will  be  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Lefroy,  entomologist  to  the  Government  of  India,  who, 
it  is  believed,  is  going  with  a  view  to  investigating  one  of 
the  chief  insect-pests  that  affect  coffee  in  the  Mysore 
Province. 

Kemp  &  Co.  (Limited)  Bombay.— The  report  of  this 
company  states  that  it  is  proposed  that  the  sum  of 
Rs.  1  328  15a.  be  written  off  for  depreciation.  The  balance 
of  proSt-and-loss  account  is  Rs.  37,719  0a.  5p.,  which  the 
directors  recommend  to  be  disposed  of  as  follows  :  Dividend 
of  9  per  cent,  on  paid-up  capital,  or  Rs.  15  12a.  per  share. 
Rs.  31,500  ;  deterioration  of  plant  and  furniture.  Rs.  1,328 15a.  ; 
bonus  to  staff,  Rs.  3,700  ;  to  reserve  fund,  Rs.  1,190  la.  5p.  ; 
total,  Rs.  37,719  0a.  5p.  The  reserve  fund  now  stands  at 
Rs  2  38  922  15a.  lp.,  and  the  Rs.  1,190  la.  5p.  now  proposed 
to  be  added  to  it  will  make  it  Rs.  2  35,113  0a.  6p.  During 
the  year  Dr.  R.  Row  was  elected  as  a  director,  in  place  of  the 
late  Dr.  T.  Blaney,  his  knowledge  of  medicine  and  his 
extensive  practice  making  him  particularly  valuable  to  the 
company. 

Quinine  as  a  Cure  for  Rinderpest. — A  recent  issue 
of  the  Indian  Agriculturist  contains  particulars  of  the 
efficacy  of  quinine  in  the  treatment  of  rinderpest,  which 


528 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


September  26,  1903 


have  been  furnished  by  Mr.  M.  G.  Mukerji,  late  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sibpur  Government  farm.  The  credit  of  the 
discovery,  it  appears,  belongs  to  an  ignorant  native,  who 
called  on  the  village  postmaster  and  inquired  whether  the 
"post-office  medicine"  was  good  for  cattle-disease.  The 
postmaster  did  not  know ;  but  the  native  bought  eight  of 
the  pice  packets  of  quinine  now  being  sold  freely  by  the 
Government,  and  administered  the  40  gr.  in  one  dose.  The 
man  returned  after  a  few  days  and  bought  more  quinine, 
saying  it  had  cured  his  cattle.  Mr.  Mukerji  inquired 
into  the  matter,  and  found  that  the  disease  was  rinder- 
pest, and  the  quinine,  administered  in  the  febrile  stage  of 
the  disease,  effected  a  complete  cure.  "  If,''  says  Mr. 
Mukerji,  "  segregation,  injection  of  serum,  or  employment  of 
expensive  medicines  can  all  be  avoided,  and  rinderpest 
actually  cured  by  two  annas'  worth  of  the  common  '  post- 
office  medicine,'  the  benefit  to  the  country  will  be  in- 
calculable." 


South  Bfrtcan  IRews. 

(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 


Note.— The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  regularly  supplied  by  order  to  all 
the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in  British  South  Africa, 
viz. : — 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  op  Oape  Colony. 
Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 


From  Port  Elizabeth  we  learn  that  a  Customs  case  of 
Considerable  importance  to  the  trade,  and  especially  to  a 
well-known  firm,  is  pending. 

The  South  African  Customs  Authorities  have  of 
late  been  keeping  a  sharp  look-out  for  labels,  wrappers,  &c, 
carrying  fictitious  names  and  addresses.  A  number  of 
seizures  have  taken  place,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  Law 
Department  will  be  asked  to  render  assistance  in  putting 
down  the  traffic  by  enforcing  the  Trade-marks  Act. 

Going  Homewards. — The  s.s.  Walmer  Castle,  on  her  last 
voyage  along  the  South  African  coast,  had  a  number  of 
chemists  on  board,  among  them  being  Mr.  S.  K.  Elgie  and 
Mr.  J.  D.  Buckle,  of  Durban,  and  Mr.  K.  Lumsden,  of  King 
William's  Town.  Mr.  Elgie  is  closely  associated  with  the 
progress  of  pharmacy  in  Natal,  and  when  at  Cape  Town 
had  a  long  interview  with  Mr.  Geo.  Darroll,  of  the  Cape 
Pharmacy  Board. 

Transvaal  Notes.— Mr.  A.  H.  Jones,  of  the  Clifton 
Pharmacy,  Braamfontein,  was  suffering  frcm  an  attack  of 
typhoid  fever  when  the  mail  left  (August  31). — Dr.  Hurd- 
mann,  who  was  awaiting  his  trial  on  the  charge  of  per- 
forming an  alleged  illegal  operation  on  a  young  woman,  died 
in  the  Johannesburg  prison  hospital  on  August  28  from 
ipneumonia. — The  revised  price-list  for  the  use  of  the  retail 
chemists  of  the  Transvaal  has  at  last  made  its  appearance. 
The  list  is  very  well  got  up,  and  reflects  much  credit  on  the 
gentlemen  who  compiled  it. — Messrs.  Gerschuny  &  Miller, 
the  Eagle  Dispensary,  Doornfontein,  have  dissolved  partner- 
ship. The  business  is  now  carried  on  under  the  style  of 
Messrs.  G.  Miller  &  Co.  Mr.  Gerschuny  intends  shortly  to 
open  a  wholesale  warehouse. 

The  New  Tariff. — Now  that  the  new  Customs  Union 
is  an  accomplished  fact,  it  has  been  decided  to  have  some- 
thing like  a  uniform  opinion  amongst  the  collectors  at  the 
different  ports  comprising  the  Union,  and  a  well-known 
Customs  official  has  proceeded  aloDg  the  South  African 
coast  to  gain  that  end.  We  hope  to  be  in  a  position  to 
publish  the  decision  arrived  at  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks. 
The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony  could  have 
■tendered  the  Government  valuable  information  on  many 
points,  but  the  Society  do  not  seem  to  take  the  new 
tariff  quite  seriously.  The  tariff  is  still  a  masterpiece  of 
literature,  Customs  officials  themselves  failing  to  understand 
it.  The  authorities  are  anxious  for  more  light  on  many 
points  where  druggists'  importations  are  concerned,  and 
appear  to  have  no  responsible  body  of  advisers  to  appeal  to. 
Cannot  the  Society  even  yet  do  something  to  help  them  ? 


Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

The  annual  general  meetiDg  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  the  Transvaal  was  held  on  August  28,  at  the  Masonic 
Hotel,  Pritchard  Street,  Johannesburg.  Mr.  K.  Butters 
(President)  was  in  the  chair,  and  there  were  also  present 
Messrs.  Adams,  Rennie,  Dinwoodie,  Lewis,  Keir,  Cassmore, 
Ingram,  Jones  (Boksburg),  Forby,  Ashkanazy,  Eawlinson, 
Roberts,  Rawarth  (Pretoria),  and  Levin  (Hon.  Secretary) 

The  Fifth  Annual  Report 

of  the  Society  was  submitted,  from  which  it  appeared  that 
the  committee  had  made  strenuous  endeavours  to  obtain  a 
new  Pharmacy  Act,  but  no  definite  result  was  yet  forth- 
coming. The  committee  had  an  invitation  from  the  Council 
of  the  Transvaal  Medical  Society  to  draft  an  Act  in  co-opera- 
tion with  their  proposed  new  Medical  Act.  The  draft  Act 
was  now  in  Pretoria,  and  there  was  hope  of  its  being  brought 
before  the  Legislative  Council  early  next  Session.  The  com- 
mittee had  been  in  correspondence  with  the  Director  of 
Customs  respecting  the  new  duties  on  proprietary  articles 
and  packed  drugs,  but  as  yet  the  matter  was  in  abeyance, 
and  no  definite  report  could  be  made  respecting  the  same. 
Numerous  letters  had  been  received  from  young  chemists  in 
the  Transvaal  desiring  to  be  examined  and  registered,  show- 
ing that  there  would  be  work  for  an  examining  board  as  soon 
as  the  proposed  new  Act  became  law.  The  Secretary  re- 
ported an  increase  in  the  membership  of  the  Society,  but 
stated  that  members,  more  especially  those  residing  in  the 
country  districts,  did  not  forward  their  subscriptions  with 
that  amount  of  promptitude  which  was  desirable,  and  unless 
members'  subscriptions  were  forthcoming  the  good  work  of 
the  Society  could  not  be  carried  on  ;  added  to  which  there 
was  every  probability  that  next  year  an  entrance-fee  of  three 
guineas  would  be  charged  to  all  new  members.  Therefore  it 
was  advisable  for  those  who  had  not  already  paid  their  sub- 
scriptions to  do  so  at  once,  otherwise  they  might  be  considered 
new  members. 

The  Chairman  having  dealt  at  some  length  with  the 
matters  appearing  in  the  report,  it  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Labour  Problem. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Mr.  F.  Rowland  in 
connection  with  the  meeting  recently  held  of  delegates  of 
different  Rand  societies  on  the  question  of  the  importation 
of  unskilled  labour,  at  which  meeting  it  was  resolved  that  a 
general  meeting  should  be  held  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
the  matter.  A  discussion  having  ensued  on  the  invitation 
to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  send  delegates,  it  was 
agreed  that  as  a  body  the  Society  would  not  interfere  in  the 
matter,  but  there  was  nothing  to  prohibit  individual  members 
from  attending  the  meeting  in  question. 

The  Election  of  Officers 

for  the  ensuing  year  then  then  took  place,  with  the  following 
result:  President,  Mr.  R.  Butters;  Vice-President,  Mr. 
Thoma,s ;  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  Levin ;  committee,  Messrs. 
Dinwoodie,  Rennie,  Jones,  Keir,  Rawarth,  Adcock,  Rawlinson, 
and  Ingram. 

A  deputation  was  selected  to  wait  on  the  Director  oE 
Customs  in  connection  with  the  question  of  the  Customs 
tariff  on  certain  drugs. 

It  was  decided  that  monthly  meetings  of  the  Society  be 
held,  at  which  members  would  contribute  papers  on 
questions  affecting  the  interests  of  the  profession. 


Tartaric  Acid  from  Grapes.  —  The  United  States 
Consul  at  Birmingham  has  been  favoured  with  a  pamphlet 
sent  to  him  by  the  "  American  Grape  Acid  Association,"  in 
which  an  offer  is  made  of  a  $25,000  (5.137Z.)  reward  to  any 
person  who  may  devise  a  process  for  the  utilisation  of  Cali- 
f ornian  grapes  to  produce  tartaric  acid.  The  association  has 
deposited  securities  with  a  San  Francisco  banker  for  the 
payment  of  the  award.  The  acid  has  to  be  manufactured 
"  at  a  price  which  would  permit  of  exportation  without  loss." 
The  decision  in  awarding  the  prize  is  to  rest  with  three  out 
of  five  of  a  jury  who  have  been  appointed  to  determine  the 
matter,  whose  verdict  would  be  final.  The  offer  is  to  close 
in  December,  1904,  and  all  communications  are  to  be 
addressed  to  the  American  Grape  Acid  Asscciation,  318  Front 
Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  U.S.A. 
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A  Substitution  Charge. — An  editor  inSzegedin,  Hungary, 
has  been  fined  300  kronen  for  libelling  a  chemist  of  Dorozsma 
by  stating  that  he  had  no  order  in  his  pharmacy,  and  that  he 
dispensed  other  medicaments  than  those  prescribed. 

An  Ointment-famine. — An  Athens  correspondent  com- 
plains that  in  most  of  the  pharmacies  neither  cold-cream  nor 
lanoline  nor  vaseline  can  be  bought.  A  few  pharmacists 
sell  Vinolia  cream  in  tubes,  and  here  and  there  German 
lanoline  preparations  have  of  late  been  procurable,  but  the 
prices  are  high. 

German  Vets.— The  central  representative  body  of 
German  veterinary  surgeons'  associations  has  presented  a 
petition  to  the  Agricultural  Minister  for  the  establishment 
of  a  State  representation  for  veterinary  surgeons.  The 
Minister  has  replied  that  he  is  not  adverse  to  the  proposal, 
and  has  asked  for  some  particulars,  at  the  same  time  pointing 
out  the  formalities  which  must  be  observed. 

New  Import- tax  in  Brazil. — American  Consul-General 
E.  Seeger,  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  reports  that  the  G  >vernment 
has  levied  a  harbour-tax  of  1|  per  cent,  gold  (3f  per  cent, 
paper),  to  take  effect  on  July  15,  1903.  This  tax,  the  Consul- 
General  adds,  will  prove  a  hardship  to  the  already  over- 
burdened import-trade  of  Brazil,  especially  in  view  of  the 
general  commercial  depression. 

Chateau  Wines  in  U.S.A. — Dr.  H.  W.  Wiley,  chief  of 
the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  in  the  Agricultural  Department  at 
Washington,  has  brought  a  hornets'  nest  about  his  ears  by 
his  statements  concerning  the  genuineness  of  Cb&teau  wines 
on  sale  in  the  United  States.  The  proprietors  of  the  great 
hotels  and  restaurants,  and  importers  and  wine-merchants 
generally,  are  indignant. 

Belgian  Pharmacy. — At  acongress  of  Belgian  pharmacists 
held  at  Charleroi  last  month,  it  was  stated  that  there  are  too 
many  of  them  in  the  business.  The  necessity  of  limiting  the 
number  of  pharmacies  has  been  emphasised  for  many  years, 
but  the  State  pays  no  attention  to  restrictive  recommendations. 
Proprietary  medicines  are  much  cut  in  Belgium,  and  the 
pharmacists  want  the  manufacturers  to  refuse  to  sell  to 
cutters. 

A  Medical  Exhibition  in  Odessa  has  been  arranged  to 
take  place  on  the  occasion  of  the  Congress  of  Sanitary 
Doctors  of  the  Cherson  Province,  which  is  to  be  held  in  the 
premises  of  the  Odessa  Provincial  Council,  There  will  be 
shown  medical  and  other  preparations  required  in  provincial 
infirmaries.  Business  houses  will  take  part.  It  was  arranged, 
in  case  the  premises  should  be  in  a  sufficient  state  of  pre- 
paredness, to  open  the  Exhibition  in  the  first  half  of 
September  (o/s).  The  district  doctors  are  organising  a 
series  of  lectures  on  the  present  condition  of  the  medical 
profession  and  the  best  way  to  improve  it. 

A  German  Drug  Club. — An  association  of  wholesale 
dealers  in  drugs  and  chemicals  has  been  formed  in  Berlin 
under  the  name  of  "  Verein  der  Drogen-  und  Chemikalien- 
Grosshiindler."  The  object  of  the  Association,  to  which 
most  of  the  chief  firms  in  Germany  belong,  is  to  "  represent 
and  further  the  common  interests  of  its  members."  The 
Association  does  not  purpose  dealing  in  any  way  with  prices, 
which  it  will  leave  to  conventions,  cartells,  and  syndicates. 
Mr.  Consul  Richard  Seifert,  of  Messrs.  Bruckner,  Lampe  & 
Co.,  Berlin,  has  been  elected  President,  and  Mr.  Albert 
Morgenstern,  of  Messrs.  Schubert  Brothers,  Secretary. 

Pigeons  to  Carry  Prescriptions.— Dr.  Neubronner, 
apnheker,  of  Cronberg,  Germany,  has  re-introduced  the 
system  of  sending  prescriptions  by  carrier  pigeons  which 
was  carried  on  by  his  father  sixty  years  ago  (C.  $  D  , 
February  8,  1902).  The  service  is  between  the  pharmacy 
in  Cronberg,  and  the  hospital  for  pulmonary  diseases  at 
Falkenstein.  The  sole  object  is  to  show  the  practicability  of 
the  system  and  to  demonstrate  its  utility  where  there  are  no 
telephones.  The  medical  men  at  Falkenstein  support  the 
scheme.  Theirpartconsists  in  writing  the  prescription  on  tissue 
paper  by  means  of  a  transfer,  putting  it  into  the  pigeon's  tiny 
wallet,  and  then  letting  the  bird  fly.  An  electric  bell  in  the 
pharmacy  announces  the  arrival  of  the  feathered  messenger.  I 


Wear  tbe  Httgel. 


HE  was  a  morose-looking  inlividml  with  lengthy  ravea 
hair  and  a  Byron  collar,  and  he  sat  in  a  corner  of  a 
smoking  compartment  in  the  "  Elephant  to  Angel  "  tube.  As 
he  stared  gloomily  at  the  "  Grocers'  Exhibition'1  advertisement 
on  the  opposite  ledge  I  observed  that  the  forefinger  of  his 
left  hand  bore  acid  marks  and  the  palm  of  his  right  hand 
had  the  hardened  epidermic  callosity  peculiar  to  the  pestle- 
wielder.  Thus  I  knew  him  for  a  brother.  "Going  to  the 
Exhibition  ?  "  I  ventured  timidly.  "  I  am,"  he  replied.  "  The 
exhibits  of  the  grocer  are  often  interesting  to  the  chemist," 
I  pursued,  whereat  he  started  dramatically  and  eyed  me 
with  suspicion.  I  hastened  to  assure  him  that  I  was  neither 
an  Inland  Revenue  officer  with  a  huager  for  stamps,  nor  a 
food-and-drugs  inspector  with  a  penchant  for  samples,  and 
he  forthwith  gave  me  his  opinion  on  both  these  officials  in 
language  which  was  neither  restricted  nor  unnecessarily 
polite.  After  that  we  became  friends.  He  confide  I  to  m: 
that  he  was  a  pharmacist  with  a  hankering  after  poetry,  and 
that  he  usually  attended  these  exhibitions  for  inspirations. 
He  had  found  many  inspirations  that  were  useful  to  hU 
material  welfare,  and  others  that  merely  satisfiel  tlu 
cravings  of  the  poetic  soul.    He  began  : 

Down  from  the  Empyrean  height?  of  p'lirm.icy 
To  pause  awhile  upon  the  grocer-pliatli 
We  meet  to  seek  the  

The  train  stoppei  suddenly,  an  1  a  raucous  voice  broke  in, 
"  All  chynge  1  " 

Arrived  at  the  Agricultural  Hall,  we  found  a  most  suc- 
cessful exhibition  in  full  swing.  The  Hall  is  given  over  this 
week  to  pyramids  of  potted  meats,  mountain!  of  bottled, 
fruits,  and  acres  of  tea  (packed),  cheeses,  butters,  sugars, 
bacons,  and  so  forth.  The  exhibits  appear  to  be  even 
more  numerous  and  better  displayed  than  usual.  There  are 
several  firms  exhibiting  who  have  pharmaceutical  interests 
strongly  developed,  and  these  my  Byronic  friend  discovered 
for  me.  Like  most  poets,  he  appaared  to  be  in  a  chronic 
state  of  want-of-sustenance,  and  therefore  we  first  visited 
those  firms  to  whom  the  supply  of 

Nutrients  and  Liquids 

are  of  the  most  importance.  A  brilliant  revolving  cone  over 
a  complete  and  as  nearly  as  possible  correct  representation 
of  a  Swiss  chalet  invited  us  to  inspect  the  products  of 
Henri  Nestle.  The  Nestle  products  we  knew  well,  but  the 
chalet  itself  claims  a  large  amount  of  attention.  It  is  built 
entirely  of  fir-wood,  neither  nails  nor  screws  being  employed 
in  its  construction.  A  series  of  decorated  tiles  outside  the 
building  represent  pastoral  subjects,  with  mottoes  in  Swiss 
patch.  The  furniture  inside  is  of  Swiss  carved  wood,  and 
outside  are  hung  carved  milk-buckets,  jugs,  pouches,  cow- 
bells, and  various  cheese-making  implements.  Near  by  the 
chalet,  Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat  Company  (Limited) 
have  a  special  position.  My  friend  contemplated  the  bust 
(in  bronze)  of  the  illustrious  von  Liebig.  what  time  I  watched 
the  visitors  examining  the  many  curiosities  the  company 
have  on  view,  or  tasting  the  luscious  freely  ladled 
"Oxo."  Bovril  (Limited)  have  also  a  special  posi- 
tion, and  free  Bovril  is  an  appreciated  feature  of  the 
show.  A  separate  exhibit  is  made  by  Virol  (Limited), 
the  use  of  the  food  for  infants,  anoemics,  and  con- 
sumptives being  especially  put  forward.  The  claims 
of  Virol  as  a  substitute  for  cod-liver  oil  during  the 
present  famine  are  not  forgotten.  "  Marmite,"  the  vegetable 
food  extract,  "  Vegox,"  the  beef-and-vegetable  extract, 
"  Marvis,"  the  fish  food,  Fromm's  vegetable-extract  prepara- 
tions, and  Gordon  &  Dilworth's  tomato  catsup,  are  likewise 
being  freely  distributed  in  various  parts  of  the  hall. 
Newball  &  Mason  have  a  large  exhibit  of  their  well- 
known  herb-extracts  in  a  space  to  the  left  of  the  main 
entrance.  The  "smart"  advertising  literature  for  which 
this  firm  have  become  renowned  is  as  profuse  and  as 
ingenious  as  usual,  and  there  is  a  special  collection  of  pretty 
waitresses  (in  cardboard)  in  one  part  of  the  exhibit  to 
concentrate  attention  on  the  virtues  of  Mason's  essence  of 
coffee  and  chicory.  Messrs.  Newball  &  Mason  are  now  in 
their  new  premises  at  Hyson  Green,  W.C.,  manufacturin  spt. 
amm.  aromat.  and  spt.  aether  nitrosi    samples  of  both  are 
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to  be  seen  at  the  exhibition.  A  big  show  of  coffee- essences, 
tinned  cocoa  and  milk,  and  coffee  and  milk,  and  culinary 
essences  is  made  by  T.  &  H.  Smith  &  Co.  Dried  separated 
milk  in  powder  or  compressed  is  the  speciality  of  Irven 
Brothers.  The  milk-powder  may  be  had  plain,  mixed  with 
chocolate,  or  flavoured  with  vanilla,  &c.  Chocolate-powder 
(suitable  for  tablet  or  pill-coatirjg),  pure  condensed  cocoa, 
and  mustard,  are  products  with  which  Taylor  Brothers 
(Limited)  make  a  notable  exhibit.  Two  neat  little  stalls  of 
"  The  Mackintosh's "  toffee  and  general  confectionery  are 
made  by  John  Mackintosh  (Limited).  The  sixpenny  tins 
of  toffee  are  mostly  favoured  by  chemists.  Stephen 
Smith  &  Co.  (Limited)  have  their  usual  magnetic  pavilion 
in  green  plush  and  foliage,  where  they  proclaim  with  no 
uncertain  voice  that  they  are  "  wholesalers  only,  not 
retailers,"  and  that  there  is  a  30-per-cent.  all-round  profit  to 
the  retailer  on  Hall's  wine,  "Keystone"  Burgundy,  "Spark- 
ling Dew  "  Scotch  whisky,  and  the  other  liquids  they  sell. 
My  morose  friend  brightened  visibly  after  a  visit  to  this 
pavilion,  and  he  left  it  with  an  all-too-apparent  regret. 
Besides  their  wines  and  spirits,  Beaufoy  &  Co.,  in  a  bay 
space,  are  dilating  on  the  charm  of  their  ginger- wines  and 
limejuice  cordials  and  the  sustaining  properties  of  their 
coca  wine.  Beaufoy's  vinegar  needs  no  bush.  Kosbach 
have  ensconced  the  Empress  of  table-waters  in  a  cosy  little 
cabin,  where  the  anti-dyspeptic,  anti-rheumatic,  and  other 
properties  of  the  Homburg  spring  are  effectively  demonstrated 
A  special  show  of  wines  for  the  Christmas  trade  is  made  by 
Eduardo  et  Cie.,  the  proprietors  of  Dr.  Hale's  Coca,  Meat 
and  Malt,  and  Tonic  Wines.  An  important  exhibit  of  sugar 
(cubes,  castor,  crystal,  and  granulated),  in  bulk  and 
packages,  by  Henry  Tate  &  Sons  (1903)  (Limited),  has  its 
antithesis  in  the  displays  of  the  Salt  Union  (Limited),  the 
Salt  Royal  Company  (Limited),  and  Cerebos  (Limited). 

For  the  Toilet. 

I  had  missed  my  young  friend  for  some  time,  but  presently 
found  him  with  a  rapturous  expression  on  his  countenance  in 
front  of  the  perfumery  exhibit  of  the  Vinolia  Company 
(Limited).  There  we  inspected  the  quadruple  perfumes  in 
artistic  boxes  of  the  same  design  and  colour-scheme  as  the 
labels  on  the  bottles.  These,  with  many  other  handsomely 
cased  perfumes,  are  specially  for  Christmas  trade,  and  a  new 
soap,  "  Savon  Mylissia,"  is  the  latest  addition  to  the  toilet- 
soap  list.  Some  of  the  new  hand-painted  caskets  are 
extremely  pretty.  Another  exhibit,  and  a  large  one,  is  made 
of  Vinolia  household  soaps  and  the  cheap  toilet  soaps  and 
perfumes  that  are  more  the  viitier  of  the  Italian  warehouse- 
man. In  Bay  20  the  products  of  the  Crown  Perfumery 
Company  are  attractively  set  forth.  "  Crown  Nadia  "  in 
perfume,  soap,  and  sachet  is  the  most  recent  invention.  It 
is  got  up  in  a — to  the  male  person — indescribable  shade  of 
perhaps  shrimp-pink  and  white,  but  it  is  goodly  to  gaze  upon 
and  delightful  to  smell.  My  friend's  muse  would  not  be 
restrained,  and  he  broke  forth  : 

Oh,  why  should  we  sigh  for  and  yearn  till  we  die  for 

The  groves  of  a  distant  Arcadia, 
When,  bottle  unmasking,  we  get  for  the  asking 

A  whiff  of  the  subtle  Crown  Nadia. 

The  Christmas  series  includes  also  a  large  variety  of 
gelatin-covered  caskets  with  decorated  lids.  A  "  new  art  " 
casket  gives  the  beaten-copper  effect  very  faithfully,  while 
many  of  the  dainty  Wedgwood  designs  for  caskets  are  sure 
to  attract.  The  Crabapple-blossom  perfumes,  both  sizes,  are 
now  boxed  singly  in  neat  cases,  and  there  is  no  extra  charge  to 
the  retailer.  The  familiar  heliotrope  and  white  with  which 
the  products  of  the  Erasmic  Company  (Limited)  have 
become  identified  is  prominent  in  a  central  pavilion,  where 
the  Erasmic  toilet-soaps  and  perfumes  are  under  the  charge 
of  an  engaging  young  lady,  while  persons  of  the  sterner 
persuasion  look  after  "  Carbosil "  (in  a  new  penny  package) 
and  other  Crosfield  specialities.  A  fine  show  of  high- class 
toilet-soaps,  in  loose  tablets  and  boxed,  is  made  by  Armour 
&  Co.  The  soaps  are  trebly  milled,  they  are  well 
finished,  nicely  perfumed,  and  are  "  gotten  up "  (as 
the  a  Chicago  expression  probably  would  be)  in  very 
attractive  packages.  Moreover  they  are  cheap.  The 
"  Violetta''  soap,  for  instance,  with  three  wrapped  tablets  in 
.  a  pretty  violet-tinted  box,  retails  with  a  fair  profit  at  9d. 
"  Super-cream  "  for  shaviDg  is  put  up  in  tablets  and  sticks 


to  sell  at  6d.  retail,  and  there  are  also  boxes  of  three  cakes 
to  retail  at  the  popular  "  tanner."  A  medicinal  series,  con- 
taining carbolic,  sulphur,  and  tar,  sells  three  in  a  box  for  1?., 
and  "Super-tar"  is  a  shampoo  soap  for  which  antiseptic 
and  anti- dandruff  properties  are  claimed.  The  Maypole 
Company  (1899)  (Limited),  have  opposite  the  main  entrance 
a  triangular  exhibit  of  Maypole  soaps,  tints,  toilet-soaps 
and  toilet-powders,  laundry-blue,  and  cheap  carded  and 
other  perfumes.  Various  architectural  designs  in  soap  drew 
us  to  a  contemplation  of  the  assortment  of  bottled  perfumes 
(ranging  in  price  from  48s.  per  gross  to  117s.  per  dozen 
wholesale),  toilet-soaps,  infant-soothers,  cod-liver  oil,  corn- 
and-wart  solvents,  and  other  proprietaries  displayed  by 
Tidman  &  Son  (Limited).  The  "  King  of  Table-salts  "  is 
almost  hidden  amongst  his  subjects,  so  numerous  are  they. 

Brighteners. 

An  alcove  of  ducal  magnificence  proclaims  the  brilliance 
of  Globe  metal-polish.  Eaimes  &  Co.  (Limited)  have 
constructed  a  kind  of  vestibule  in  white  satin  and  gold,  with 
Corinthian  pillars,  statues,  and  a  fine  piinting  of  a  classical 
female  figure  (probably  Globiana — the  goddess  of  polish) 
holding  aloft  a  box  of  Globe  metal-polish.  Innumerable 
electric  globes  are  reflected  in  polished  brass  mirrors,  and  a 
real  live  knight  in  a  suit  of  shining  brazen  armour  guards  the 
demesne.  Of  course  my  friend  was  again  overcome  and, 
Wegg-like,  "  dropt  in  po'try  " : 

The  age  of  chivalry  is  past, 

Our  feuds  with  swords  no  more  we  settle  ; 
Our  polished  manners  did  not  last, 

But  now  with  Globe  we  polish  metal. 

Other  metal-polishes  are  the  "Bluebell" — a  liquid  shown 
by^'the  Bluebell  Polish  Company  (Limited)  ;  "Buttercup  " 
and.  "  Buttermilk,"  the  products  of  the  Chiswick  Soap 
Company;  and  our  old  friend  Nixey's  black  lead.  W.  G. 
Nixey  has  two  exhibits,  at  one  of  which  a  series  of  cinemato- 
graphs are  being  shown.  Black-leads,  stove-polishes,  "  Bow 
Bells"  laundry-blue,  writing-inks,  and  mustard,  pepper,  and 
giriger  in  penny  and  halfpenny  packets,  comprise  the  exhibit 
of  Cooney's  Manufacturing  Company  (Limited).  A 
small  army  of  bootblacks  are  giving  "  free  shines "  at  the 
pavilion  of  Day  &  Martin  (Limited),  while  the  "  Dolly  " 
tints  are  shown  by  W.  Edge  &  Sons  (Limited). 

Machinery. 

"  Let  us  meander  amongst  the  machine-men,"  said  my 
friend,  and  we  meandered.  Pirst  of  all  he  took  me  to  see  a 
quite  new  thing  in 
cash-registers.  It  is 
the  Auto  -  check 
Cash-register,  and 
the  illustration  will 
convey  to  the  reader 
some  idea  of  its  sim- 
plicity. The  till,  or 
cash  -  drawer,  fitted 
either  on  top  of  or 
under  the  counter,  is 
automatically  go- 
verned by  the  register. 
The  till  will  not  draw 
out  until  the  register 
has  been  turned  right 
round  forthe  assistant 
to  j  o  t  do  wn  the  amount 
of  the  purchase.  The 
register  then  swings 
back,  showiDg  plainly 
to  the  view  of  the 
customer  the  amount 
marked.  The  room 
occupied  on  the 
counter  is  6  inches  by  c 
4  inches.  In  the  gallery,  Thomas  O'Brien  has  a  display  of 
his  patent  self-closing  check-tills  in  various  styles,  and  his 
patent  invalid  tables.  The  British  Machine  Company 
(Limited)  have  improved  their  check-delivery  tills  by  the 
addition  of  an  endless  silk  ribbon  for  inking.  A  new 
voucher-issuing  till,  which  may  be  refilled  from  outsiders 
being  shown  by  &  H.  Gledhill  &  Sons  (Limited),  who 
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also  claim  many  advantages  for  their  new  springless  self- 
closing  cash-till.  The  soda-fountains  of  Stiles  (Limited) 
are  in  a  special  position,  and  the  soda-dispenser  at  the 
"  Englewood,"  which  is  in  full  working  order,  is  kept  busy. 
The  visiting  grocers  are  interested,  and  such  a  profusion 
of  marble  and  onyx  seems  to  impress  them  mightily. 
Farrow  &  Jackson  (Limited)  confine  themselves  princi- 
pally to  soda-water  machinery.  They  have  a  soda-fountain, 
with  patent  challenge  tap,  also  on  view,  however,  and  all  the 
paraphernalia  required  for  mixing  American  drinks,  such  as 
milk-shakers,  &c.  They  are  showing  likewise  an  ingenious 
champagne-stopper,  for  use  after  uncorking  the  bottle.  The 
stopper  is  constructed  to  screw  tight  into  the  neck  of  the 
bottle.  It  may  be  had  with  tap-attachment.  Refrigerating 
machinery  is  shown  by  Arthur  G.  Enock  &  Co.,  and  show- 
case refrigerators,  ice-safes,  &c,  by  the  Willows'  Re- 
frigerating Company  (Limited).  The  automatic  sugar- 
weighing  machine  of  W.  &  T.  Avery  (Limited)  still  attracts 
many  sightseers,  as  does  the  patent  computing-scales  (which 
indicates  automatically  the  weight  of  the  goods  placed  on 
the  scale,  and  the  amount  to  be  paid  for  the  same  at  any 
given  price  per  oz.  or  per  lb.)  shown  by  the  Cowey  Patent- 
scales  Company  (Limited). 

Disinfection. 

The  Equifex  disinfection-appliances,  the  Pasteur  (Cham- 
berland)  filters,  and  a  portable  "  perpetual  "  table-fountain 
for  perfumes,  flowers,  &c,  make  the  exhibit  of  J.  Defries 
&  Sons  (Limited)  an  attractive  one.  The  Audesol  Sani- 
tary Compounds  Company  are  carrying  on  a  brisk  trade 
in  popularising  the  "  Audesol "  disinfectants.  Audesol  cream 
for  household  purposes  and  Audesol  sheep-dips  are  the 
specialities.  The  disinfectant  is  said  to  be  "  non-poisonous, 
non-corrosive,  and  non-staining."  Moth-flakes,  deodorising- 
blocks,  as  well  as  beetle-powders,  perfumery,  and  soaps,  are 
seen.  Parozone  starch-gloss  is  the  latest  speciality  of  the 
Parozone  Company  (Limited),  and  camphor-ammonia  in 
bottle  and  gallon  jar  is  on  show  for  the  approval  of  the 
passing  grocer.  "  Beetlecute,"  an  insect-exterminator,  is 
exhibited  in  tins  and  bellows  of  various  prices,  along  with 
"  Junofloris,"  the  flower-preservative,  the  exhibitors  being 
Valls  &  Co.  The  disinfectant-fluid,  sheep-dip,  sanitary 
sawdust,  and  soaps  of  the  Puritas  Disinfectants  Com- 
pany (Limited)  are  allotted  a  bright  corner  near  the  centre 
of  the  Hall,  while  Sapon  (Limited)  show  "  Sapon,"  a 
washing-compound,  which  is  said  to  need  no  rubbing  or 
labour. 

Miscellanea. 
Our  itinerary  brought  us  at  one  point  to  an  actual  brother 
in  pharmacy.  He  was  at  the  stall  of  Stone  &  Son,  the 
Exeter  chemists,  and  he  expatiated  on  the  value  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  (as  was  natural),  and  incidentally 
on  the  merits  of  Stone's  perfumed  furniture-polish  and 
essence  of  rennet  for  junkets.  The  two  articles  named  form 
the  principal  attraction  of  this  neat  little  business-producing 
exhibit,  but  there  are,  besides  Mortimer's  foot-rot  lotion, 
butter-colourings,  a  nice  perfume,  "  Flowers  of  Devon,"  and 
various  other  packed  specialities.  A  "  hive  of  ideas  "  is  in 
full  working  operation  in  a  bay  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Hall.  The  inhabitants  of  the  hive  are  obviously  none  of 
them  drones,  and  the  king  B.  is  Whitworth  Hird.  Mr. 
Hird  (he  is  a  limited  company  now,  by  the  way)  is  the 
advertising  specialist  whom  many  chemists  know  to  their 
material  advantage,  and  his  "  Ghostograph  "  is  a  miracle  to 
many  onlookers.  It  is  a  window-attraction,  which  Mr. 
Hird's  company  have  patented,  and  its  chief  merit  is  that  it 
may  be  adapted  to  any  subject.  It  is  a  contrivance  of  the 
Pepper's-ghost  persuasion.  A  bottle  of  bovril  stands  on  a  table 
in  the  centre  of  a  miniature  stage,  and  the  ghost  of  a  fine 
heifer  appears  at  intervals  to  look  at  his  bottled  self.  "Alas  ! 
my  poor  self  "  was  the  legend  on  Monday ;  but  the  "  scene  " 
is  varied  daily.  The  "Ghostograph"  works  automatically 
for  three  hours  at  a  time.  The  Asbestine  Safety-Light 
Company  (Limited)  are  making  much  of  the  absence  of 
danger  when  their  asbestos  lights  are  employed.  They  are 
specially  recommended  for  night-lights  or  in  photographer's 
dark-room  lamps.  The  galvanised  steel  bins  of  Young's 
Patent  Hygienic  Bin  Company  are  too  well  known  to 
require  more  than  mention.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the 
pagoda  containing  the  innumerable  doggy  dietetics  and 


animal  specialities  of  Spratt's  Patent  (Limited).  Spices 
(packed  and  loose),  farinaceous  foods,  and  packed  teas  are 
shown  in  much  variety  by  Game,  Son,  Harrison  & 
Larner  (Limited).  Hepburn  &  Williams  have  an 
attractive  display  of  soft  soaps,  metal-polishes,  "  Silverene  " 
(a  silver  polish),  enamels,  lacquers,  and  varnish-stains. 
"  Glassenbrite  "  is  a  dry  window-cleaner  worth  looking  into. 
In  the  gallery,  varnish-stains,  furniture-polish,  paints,  and 
colours  are  exhibited  by  T.  S.  Jackson  &  Sons.  Their 
speciality  appears  to  be  camphorated-wax  polish,  and  the 
composition  of  the  polish  is  demonstrated  by  the  rjresence  of 
several  large  slabs  of  yellow  wax  and  three  or  four  bells  of 
camphor.  Almost  next  to  this  exhibit  is  that  of  W.  B. 
Fordham  &  Sons  (Limited).  Pulp-ware  (show-bowls,  &c), 
raisin-seeders,  coffee-mills,  and  so  forth  are  there,  and  the 
"  Magic  Photoret"  (a  snap-shot  and  time-exposure  magazine 
camera)  is  offered  at  Is.  Qd.  each.  The  Lamson  Paragon 
Supply  Company  (1902)  (Limited)  impress  the  visitor  with 
the  importance  of  carefulness  in  business  and  the  absolute 
necessity  for  their  duplicating  counter  and  other  books  in 
every  business  establishment ;  while  in  the  gallery  my 
bardic  friend  developed  further  signs  of  Parnassian  flights, 
and  presently  he  declaimed  : 

In  Protozoan  haunts  they  skip, 

With  sharklets  and  bassoon  ; 
But  Phillips  lures  it  to  his  ship — '■ 

This  useful  Hydrozoon. 

The  sponge-exhibit  of  J.  Phillips  &  Sons,  as  I  at  once 
observed,  had  supplied  the  inspiration.  It  is  a  large  square 
enclosed  space,  in  which  are  laid  out  in  original  cases  care- 
fully selected  consignments  of  sponges — honeycomb,  Turkey, 
Florida,  Egyptian,  grass,  Cuban,  and  West  Indian.  The 
sponge-value  of  the  exhibit  is  about  3,000/.,  and  all  sorts  are 
to  be  seen  at  prices  ranging  from  one  penny  to  one  guinea. 
Furthermore,  the  prices  are  marked  with  plain  figures  on 
each  case,  so  that  the  intending  purchaser  can  walk  round 
and  select  the  sponge  he  wants  without  trouble.  The 
arrangement  of  the  exhibit  is  all  that  can  be  desired,  and 
the  rock-specimens  dotted  here  and  there  lend  a  romantic 
interest  to  what  might  otherwise  be  a  prosaic  display. 

Amongst  the  competitions  in  connection  with  the  exhibi- 
tion is  an  open  one  offering  120/.  for  the  best  constructed 
safety  lamp  (to  cost  not  more  than  Is.  6d.  wholesale),  in 
which  mineral  oil  may  be  burnt. 


Messrs.  Saunders  &  Co.,  chemists,  are  opening  a  branch- 
business  at  121  West  Street,  Erith. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Pound,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Harpenden, 
has  sold  his  business  to  Mr.  N.  C.  Hewitt. 

Mr.  J.  Oliver,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Southsea,  has 
taken  over  the  business  of  Mr.  M.  Coward,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Devizes. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Morrish,  chemist  and  druggist,  is  opening  a 
business  under  the  style  of  the  " Henleaze  Pharmacy"  at 
Durdham  Downs,  near  Bristol. 

Messrs.  Bryce  &  Co.,  wholesale  and  export  druggists, 
have  removed  from  23  St.  Mary  Axe,  E.C.,  to  more  commo- 
dious premises  at  60  Fenchurch  Street,  E.C. 


IRew  Books. 


Armstrong,  H.  E.  Teaching  of  Scientific  Method,  and  other 
i  Papers  on  Education.  Cr.  8vo.  7A  x  4f  Pp.  493.  6s.  (Mac- 
!  millan.) 

Manson,  P.  Tropical  Diseases :  Manual  of  Diseases  of 
Warm  Climates.  130  illus.  2  coloured  plates.  Rev.  ed  Cr. 
8vo,  7|  x  4|.    Pp.  780.    10s.  Qd.  net.  (Cassell.) 

Ransome,  A.  Principles  of  ''•Open-air"  Treatnunt  of 
,  Phthisis  and  of  Sanatoriu??i  Construction.  8vo,  8J  x  5£. 
;  Pp.  114.    5s.    (Smith  &  E.) 

Wagstaff,  C.  J.  L.,  Bloomer,  G.  C.    Light  and  Heat.  4to. 
9J  x  ffj  '  Pp.  80,  swd.    Is.  6(7.    (Practical  Physics  for  Schools.) 
I  (Simpkin.) 
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Xcgal  IReports. 


Trade  Law. 

A  Dissolution  of  Partnership.  —At  the  Brompton  County 
Court  on  September  18,  before  Judge  Stonor,  Messrs.  Betts  &  Co., 
solicitors,  King  "William  Street,  E.C.,  brought  an  action  against 
Mr.  Charles  Hillman  Gane,  chemist,  252  King  Street,  Hammer- 
smith, W.,  also  against  Mr.  Edwin  Frederick  Dewdney,  wholesale 
chemist,  180  Railway  Approach,  Shepherd's  Bush,  W.,  for  12Z.  17s., 
in  respect  of  professional  services  rendered,  mainly  in  connection 
with  the  execution  of  a  deed  of  dissolution  of  partnership  betwesn 
the  two  defendants.  Mr.  G.  S.  Betts,  of  tli3  plaintiff  firm,  said 
he  understood  that  there  was  no  dispute  as  to  the  amount  of 
the  claim,  but  the  defendants  were  not  agreed  as  to  who  should 
pay.  By  a  clause  in  the  deed  of  dissolution,  it  was  provided 
that  all  the  solicitors'  costs  should  be  paid  by  Mr.  Gane, 
who,  however,  did  not  consider  himself  to  be  liable,  so  the 
action  had  been  brought  against  the  defendants  jointly.  Mr. 
Gane  sail  he  understood  that  he  was  liable  for  only  half 
the  amount  of  the  account,  and  he  had  paid  51.  off  the  bill. 
Several  of  the  item3  in  the  bill  related  to  consultations  which  Mr. 
Dewiney  had  with  the  plaintiffs  before  witness  took  any  step3 
whatever  in  the  matter.  Mr.  Betts  pointed  out  that  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  deed  Mr.  Gane  was  to  pay  all  the  costs  "  of 
and  incidental  to"  the  dissolution.  Mr.  Betts  went  on  to  say  that 
another  deed  had  previously  been  executed  by  the  defendants, 
by  which  deed  Mr.  Gane  wa3  to  carry  on  the  business  and  Mr. 
Dewdney  was  to  retire.  There  was  also  a  meeting  of  creditors, 
and  it  was  agreed  that  matters  should  be  put  into  the  bauds  of  an 
accountant,  with  a  view  to  there  being  a  composition,  A  second 
deel  had,  however,  taken  the  place  of  tha  first.  Mr.  Gane  said  he 
had  already  paid  thirteen  guineas  in  connection  with  the  dissolu- 
tion, while  Mr.  Dewdney  had  not  paid  a  farthing  towards  the 
account.  Mr.  Betts  added  that  the  deed  provided  that  the  costs 
of  the  solicitors  of  both  parties  in  the  partnership  should  hi  paid 
by  Mr.  Gane,  and  witness  considered  that  the  costs  of  consultations 
and  the  drawiog-up  of  certain  documents  prior  to  the  execution 
of  the  deed  of  dissolution  in  question  were  "  incidental  to  "  the  dis- 
solution. Judge  Stonor  did  not  a*ree  with  that  view,  and  gave 
judgment  for  the  plaintiffs  for  the  amount  claimed,  less  the  51.  paid 
on  account.  Mr.  Gane  was  relieved  from  payment  of  Zl.  7s.  in 
respect  of  the  first  few  items  in  the  account,  for  which  amount 
Mr.  Dewdney  was  held  liable,  and  judgment  went  against  the  de- 
fendants jointly  for  the  balance  of  the  account. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre. 

At  Wakefield,  on  September  18,  William  Whitehead,  Nor- 
manton,  was  fined  20s.,  including  costs,  for  selling  sweet 
spirit  of  nitre  certified  to  contain  104  per  cent,  excess  of 
water.  The  defence  was  that  the  strength  of  the  drug  had 
evaporated  through  the  bottle  being  constantly  opened. 

Camphorated  Oil. 

Os  September  17,  at  Smethwick  Police  Court,  Wm.  Adams, 
chemist,  Cape  Hill,  Smethwick,  was  summoned  for  selling  cam- 
phorated oil  deficient  of  62  per  cent,  of  camphor.  Defendant 
pleaded  that  the  deficiency  was  the  result  of  an  accident. 
Mrs.  Adams  served  the  oil.  His  son  had  been  making 
camphorated  oil  during  the  day,  and  Mrs.  Adams,  having 
exhausted  one  bottle,  made  up  the  shillingsworth  asked  for 
from  another  bottle,  which  contained  olive  oil.  The  Bench 
fined  defendant  1/.  7s.  6d.,  including  costs. 


County  Court  Case. 

Buying  a  Business. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  September  18,  before  his 
Honour  Judge  Eentoul,  K.C.,  and  a  jury,  an  action  was 
brought  by  Messrs.  Smart,  Jeffreys  &  Co.,  Queen  Street, 
Cheapside,  E.C.,  against  Mr.  K.  W.  Scovell,  25  Bucklers- 
bury,  E.C.,  to  recover  fifteen  guineas  for  work  done  as 
accountants. 

Mr.  Bevan,  plaintiffs'  counsel,  said  the  claim  was  for  going 
through  five  or  six  account-books  of  a  chemist's  business. 
The  work  was  undertaken  to  show  whether  defendant  had 
been  taken  in  in  the  purchase  of  a  business  at  Ramsgate. 
Mr.  Scovell  brought  the  books  to  the  plaintiffs,  and  it  then 
a  p  :are  1  that  the  former  owner  of  the  chemist's  business  in 


Ramsgate  had  kept  his  books  during  the  three  years  prior  to 
selling  in  an  extremely  unbusinesslike  fashion.  There  were 
over  50,000  entries  and  1,320  pages  of  accounts  to  go  through, 
which  occupied  plaintiffs'  clerks  137J  hours.  The  scale 
charge  for  that  was  18Z.  lis.  4(2.,  but  the  plaintiffs  thought 
they  would  be  letting  the  defendant  down  lightly  by  charging 
him  a  round  sum  of  fifteen  guineas. 

Mr.  Smart  was  called,  and  said  he  did  not  think  it  was 
unreasonable  to  charge  11.  is.  a  day  for  the  time  of  his  clerks. 

Mr.  Hoole,  the  plaintiffs'  clerk,  said  there  were  in  all 
52,800  entries  to  go  through.  Evidence  having  been  given 
that  the  plaintiffs'  charges  were  fair  and  reasonable,  Mr. 
Scovell  said  the  plaintiffs'  charges  were  preposterous.  The 
whole  of  the  work  done  by  the  plaintiffs  and  their  clerks 
need  not  have  occupied  137  hours,  or  indeed  thirty-seven 
hours.  The  whole  thing  was  exorbitant  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end. 

The  jury  found  for  the  plaintiffs  for  51.,  and  said  they 
were  in  favour  of  the  plaintiffs  being  allowed  no  costs. 

Judge  Rentoul  said  judgment  would  be  entered  for  the 
plaintiffs  for  5?.,  and  he  should  disallow  the  costs. 


Williams's  Pink  Pills. 

At  Sydney,  N.S.W.,  on  August  12,  the  Williams's  Medicine 
Company  were  proceeded  against,  through  Mr.  Burris  Gahan, 
manager  in  New  South  Wales,  on  a  charge,  under  the 
Customs  Act,  of  making  an  untrue  Customs'  statement  on 
June  21,  1902.  A  declaration  was  made  that  the  goods 
specified  were  of  the  total  value  of  2Z.  18s.  °td.,  whereas  they 
were  of  the  value  of  88Z.  The  goods  referred  to  consisted 
of  a  case  containing  twelve  gross  boxes  of  Williams's  pink 
pills  sent  to  Tasmania.  The  pills,  boxes,  and  wrappers  had 
been  imported  into  Sydney  before  1900,  because  neither 
article  had  been  imported  since.  The  pills  were  imported  in 
bulk  in  large  tins,  each  containing  seventy,  eighty,  or  ninety 
thousand,  and  cost  $160  a  million  in  America — about  321. 
Sharp  &  Dohme  were  not  connected  with  Williams's  pink 
pills,  but  made  and  sold  the  pills  for  the  firm.  The  price  in 
the  invoice  was  the  fair  market-price  of  the  pills  in  America. 
The  firm  pay  20c.  per  gross  for  boxes,  8s.  4i.  being  the  full 
value  of  those  in  the  case  in  question.  The  wrappers  were 
invoiced  at  11.  in  the  inter-State  certificate,  which  was  more 
than  their  value.  The  declared  value  of  the  boxes  and 
wrappers  represented  the  full  value  in  America.  The  pills 
brought  from  America  were  put  up  in  Sydney  in  boxes 
wrapped  in  wax  paper  bought  in  Sydney,  a  warning  label 
printed  in  Sydney,  a  blue  label  printed  in  Sydney,  and  then 
in  other  papers  supplied  locally.  The  direction-sheets  were 
the  most  bulky,  and  were  necessary  to  the  commercial  value 
of  the  commodity.  Outside  all  was  the  covering  wrapper 
brought  from  abroad.  That  completed  the  commodity  as 
sold ;  QQl.  was  not  the  value  of  the  goods  in  the  country 
whence  they  were  exported;  the  ordinary  market  value 
in  America  was  81.  16s.  per  gross  for  the  complete  pre- 
paration when  put  up  and  labelled  under  the  proprietary  or 
trade  name.  The  representative  of  the  Crown  admitted  that 
each  article,  regarded  as  a  separate  article,  had  its  proper 
value  set  opposite  it  in  the  entry.  The  pill-boxes  and  papers 
referred  to  in  the  certificate  were  imported  from  America  in 
the  state  of  separation  in  which  they  appeared  in  the  inter- 
State  entry.  The  box  of  pills  referred  to  in  the  said  entry 
was  made  up  as  a  commercial  commodity  in  Sydney,  and 
was  not  imported  in  that  form  from  America.  The  Stipen- 
diary Magistrate  said  the  whole  question  was  whether  the 
case  came  under  Section  144,  reading  as  follows : 

All  medicinal  or  toilet  preparations  not  completely  manu- 
factured, but  imported  for  completing  the  manufacture  thereof, 
or  for  the  manufacture  of  any  other  article  by  the  addition  of  any 
ingredient,  or  by  mixing  such  preparations,  or  by  putting  up  or 
labelling  the  same  alone  or  with  other  articles  or  compounds 
under  any  proprietary  or  trade-name  shall  be  irrespective  of  cost 
valued  for  duty  and  duty  shall  be  paid  thereon  at  the  ordinary 
market  value  in  the  country  whence  imported  of  the  completed 
preparation  when  put  up  and  labelled  under  such  proprietary  or 
trade  name  less  the  actual  cost  of  labour  and  material  used  or 
expended  in  Australia  in  completing  the  manufacture  thereof 
or  of  putting  up  or  labelling  the  same. 

The  Magistrate  he'.d  that  this  section  applied,  but  thought 
the  case  w  >uld  be  met  by  the  imposition  of  the  minimum 
p  nalty.    He  therefore  fined  defendant  131. 
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Bankruptcies  ano  jfailnrea. 

Be  Thomas  Sterratt,  35  Mabels  Brow,  Farnworth  Lanes, 
Manufacturing  Chemist. — List  week  a  sitting  for  the  public 
examinat'on  of  this  debtor  was  held  at  Bolton,  before  Mr. 
Registrar  Holden.  It  was  elicited  from  the  debtor  that  in  1891 
lie  took  over  the  business  which  his  father  had  carried  on  for 
thirty  years.  He  took  it  over  to  relieve  his  father,  to  pay  off  his 
liabilities,  and  to  work  the  concern  up  to  a  successful  point.  In 
order  to  pay  off  the  liabilities  he  secured  a  mortgage  of  1,000?. 
He  considered  at  that  time  he  was  solvent,  as  the  place  was 
worth  considerably  more  than  he  had  obtained.  He  had  carried 
on  business  since  1894,  but  had  no  working  capital.  Unforeseen 
events,  which  he  had  not  anticipated,  came  upon  him.  He  con- 
sidered the  business  was  successful,  as  he  was  clearing  off  the 
liability.  He  had  expended  200?.  on  the  place  since  he  took  it 
over.  He  did  not  now  admit  t\  at  he  was  insolvent,  and  expected 
his  estate  would  realise  sufficient  to  pay  his  creditors  in  full. 
According  to  his  statement  of  accounts,  the  liabilities  were 
329?.  4s.  lid.,  and  the  assets  estimated  to  produce  1,335?.  19s.  2d., 
thus  showing  a  surplus  of  987?.  5s.  5d.  Eventually  the  debtor 
was  allowed  to  pass  his  examination. 

Be  James  Philip  Keeley,  Station  Terrace,  and  423  Lyfcham 
Road,  South  Shore,  Blackpool,  Chemist  and  Druggist. — At 
Preston  County  Court  on  September  22,  debtor  applied  for  his 
discharge.  It  was  stated  that  the  business  at  Blackpool  was 
owned  by  the  debtor's  father,  a  builder,  of  Blackpool  and  Black- 
burn, but  in  order  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Phar- 
macy Act  the  son,  a  fully  qualified  chemist,  acted  as  manager. 
At  the  shop  he  had  a  branch  post-office,  and  in  September,  1901, 
the  post  office  was  robbed,  and  over  42?.,  the  moneys  of  the  Post- 
master-General, was  stolen.  Bankrupt  was  not  in  a  position  to 
pay  it,  and  the  Guarantee  Society  was  called  upon  to  do  so.  The 
Society  paid  the  money,  and  subsequently  sued  the  bankrupt, 
obtaining  judgment  against  him  in  October,  1902,  which,  with 
costs,  amounted  to  58?.  6s.  Id.  To  this  he  attributed  his  failure. 
In  presenting  the  facts  to  the  Court  the  Official  Receiver  said  he 
Lai  no  reason  to  question  the  statements  made  by  the  debtor,  but 
asked  his  Honour  whether  debtor's  failure  to  pay  10s.  in  the 
pound  had  arisen  from  circumstances  for  which  the  bankrupt 
could  not  justly  be  held  responsible.  Judge  Coventry  thought  it 
was  a  case  in  which  he  might  exercise  his  full  discretion,  and 
granted  the  applicant  his  immediate  and  unconditional  discharge. 

Be  Walter  Charles  Langbourne,  285  Hedon  Road,  12  Gordon 
Street,  and  23  Prince's  Road,  Hull,  Chemist  and  Druggist.— The 
first  meeting  of  the  creditors  was  held  before  Mr.  C.  H.  King,  the 
Deputy  Official  Receiver,  at  Hull,  on  September  21.  There  was 
only  a  small  attendance.  Debtor  questioned  as  to  how  the  stock 
he  held  in  the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  Company  came 
to  be  sold  for  25?.  less  than  what  he  paid  for  it,  explained  that  he 
bought  the  stock  at  131?.,  the  current  price,  but  when  sold  the 
sum  of  105?.  15s.  was  only  realised.  This  was  due  to  fluctuation. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  had  no  control  over  the  sale,  the  stock 
being  sold  by  a  creditor  who  held  the  security.  The  Deputy 
Official  Receiver  next  questioned  the  debtor  as  to  how  he  came  to 
estimate  the  value  of  the  stock  in  the  three  shops  at  3?.  Debtor 
said  he  had  not  been  buying  any  stock  for  some  time,  and  conse- 
quently it  had  run  down.  He  had  been  doing  with  as  little  as 
possible.  Debtor  said  he  paid  160?.  to  go  into  the  business.  He 
had  been  in  a  tight  fix  for  some  months,  but  he  had  tried  to  keep 
out  of  bankruptcy.  He  had  tried  to  sell  a  shop  for  at  least  eight 
months.  He  had  practically  no  credit,  and  for  about  the  last  six 
months  he  had  not  had  sufficient  stock.  The  money  he  commenced 
in  business  with  was  left  him  by  his  father.  In  about  three  years 
he  had  lost  over  600?.  It  had  been  a  gradual  process  of  losing, 
never  having  had  any  profit,  so  that  he  had  been  unsuccessful 
from  the  commencement.  The  Deputy  Official  Receiver  said  the 
shop  in  Gordon  Street,  which  had  been  sold  by  private  treaty 
valuation,  realised  35?.,  and  of  the  other  two  sold  by  auction  the 
Hedon  Road  shop  realised  about  22?.  and  the  Prince's  Road  shop 
about  6?.  odd.  The  rents  of  both  had  had  to  be  paid,  so  that  he 
was  afraid  there  was  not  much  left  for  the  creditors. 


Sraoe  Botes. 


2>eeoa  of  arrangement 

Pish,  John  William,  117  Astley  Street,  Dukinfield,  drug- 
dealer.  Mr.  James  Bancroft,  of  103  Astley  Street,  Dukin- 
neld,  as  trustee  under  a  deed  of  assignment  executed  by  this 
debtor,  intimates  that  all  claims  against  the  estate  must  be 
sent  to  him  by  October  3. 

Johnston,  Anthony  N.,  of  90  Albert  Bridge  Road,  Belfast, 
aruggist,  tiled  a  petition  for  arrangement  on  September  18. 
ic/ie7  Be1cured  01  Partl?  secured  liabilities  are  set  down  at 
164?.,  the  unsecured  at  381?.  19s.  5d.,  and  assets,  after  deduct- 
ing secured  claims,  are  given  as  171?. 


Mr.  Jos.  Flach,  16  Water  Lane,  E.C.,  exhibits  spirit 
lamps  and  stoves  at  the  International  Fire  Exhibition,  E  id's 
Court,  and  has  just  been  informed  that  the  exhibit  has  be  in 
awarded  a  silver  medal. 

"  Dermatose  "  is  the  name  of  an  ointment  which  originates 
in  Holland,  and  is  now  introduced  into  this  country  by 
Messrs.  H.  Lilies  &  Co.,  178  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.  It  has 
been  used  with  success  for  lupus  in  the  London  Skin  Hospital. 

The  "Crido"  Company,  170  Croydon  Road,  Beckeoham, 
have  put  on  the  market  two  kinds  of  white  embrocation,  one 
for  human  use  and  the  other  for  veterinary  purposes.  A 
sample  bottle  will  be  sent  to  anyone  for  four  stamps  (Id.  we 
presume). 

The  Bovril  Bonus  is  again  offered  to  our  subscriber.-. 
Bovril  (Limited),  Old  Street,  E.C,  will  pay  5  per  cent,  extra 
profit,  on  certain  conditions,  to  those  who  push  Bovril  in 
certain  directions  during  the  autumn  months.  Full  particulars 
can  be  obtained  by  our  subscribers  on  application  to  the 
company. 

For  Six  Penny  Stamps  the  Standard  Tablet  Company 
of  Brighton  are  offering  this  week  to  send  to  each  of  our 
subscribers  half  a  dozen  shilling  bottles  of  their  tablets.  It 
is  possible,  we  calculate,  for  the  company  to  lay  out  (we  will 
not  say  "drop")  1,000?.  by  this  transaction,  but  it  is  "a 
good  ad." 

Potter's  Malt-egg  is  a  combination  of  extract  of  malt 
and  egg-yolk  which  Messrs.  Potter  &  Clarke,  Artillery  Lane, 
E  ,  have  just  put  on  the  market  at  popular  prices.  In  these 
days  of  cod-liver  oil  scarcity,  and  especially  during  the 
coming  winter,  such  a  preparation  as  this  should  be  much  in 
demand.  It  is  palatable,  aDd  nicely  put  up  in  malt-extract 
bottles.    It  sells  on  P.A.T.A.  conditions. 

Southdown  Specialities. — The  latest  thing  in  chest- 
protectors  comes  from  Messrs.  F.  Schutze  &  Co.,  89  South- 
wark  Street,  S.E.  The  protectors  are  of  a  peculiar  mottled 
character  of  wool,  and  are  said  to  be  washable,  warm,  and 
porous.  They  have  been  named  the  "  Southdown "  pro- 
tectors, and  a  picture  of  a  Southdown  ewe  is  on  the  label. 
Hot-water  bottle  covers  and  belts  are  made  of  the  same 
material,  which  is  remarkably  cozy. 

Almanacks  for  1904. — A  reminder  that  there  are  but 
few  months  left  in  this  year  is  given  us  this  week  by  the 
receipt  of  a  parcel  of  chemists'  almanacks  from  Messrs. 
James  Townsend  &  Son,  Little  Queen  Street,  Exeter.  The 
"  Universal  "  almanack  is  a  thirty-six  page  production  (7j  by 
4|  inches),  and  has  a  tasteful  plastic  design  on  the  cover.  Each 
copy  contains  an  insurance  coupon  against  death  or  injury. 
The  "  Bouquet "  almanack  (31  by  2£  inches)  and  the  "  Purse  " 
almanack  (2|  by  1  f  inches)  are  smaller,  and  perhaps  more  suited 
for  distribution  in  particular  neighbourhoods.  Card  calendars 
with  monthly  tear-offs  are  also  supplied.  Any  of  our  sub- 
scribers who  are  thinking  of  distributing  almanacks  should 
write  to  Messrs.  Townsend  for  a  set  of  samples. 

A  Clever  Advertising  Idea  is  beiDg  worked  by 
Messrs.  Wright,  Layman  &  Umney  (Limited),  48  Southwark 
Street,  S.E.,  the  proprietors  of  Wright's  coal-tar  soap.  A 
prize-competition  booklet  is  to  be  distributed  this  Christmas, 
the  competition  taking  the  form  of  a  series  of  fifteen 
nameless  but  dated  pictures  of  historical  events,  and  the 
candidates  are  required  to  write  short  essays  on  the  events 
there  depicted.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  competition  is 
designed  to  be  of  educative  value,  whilst  being  neither  too 
difficult  nor  too  easy.  The  scheme  is  one  of  the  cleverest 
that  we  have  noticed,  and  is  sure  to  increase  the  demand  for 
Wright's  coal-tar  soap  which  the  proprietors  have  created 
by  extensive  advertising.  The  price  of  the  soap  being  now 
protected,  there  is  every  reason  why  the  competition  should 
be  fostered  by  chemists.  The  distribution  of  the  booklets 
is  to  be  made  through  chemists,  this  being  one  of  the 
advantages  which  the  proprietors  offer  solely  to  the  drug- 
trade.  Besides  the  prizes  to  the  competitors  the  chemists 
from  whom  the  successful  candidates  obtain  their  booklets 
are  to  have  plums  of  25?.,  10?.,  5?.  and  1?.  Our  subscribers 
should  write  for  particulars  of  the  scheme. 
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personalities 


Mr.  Chas.  Head,  of  Messrs.  Hearon,  Squire  &  Francis's 
drug  department,  got  a  handsome  present  from  his  colleagues 
before  leaving  for  South  Africa  last  week. 

Mr.  Stacey,  Secretary  of  the  Early-closing  Association, 
who  has  had  leave  of  absence  for  three  months  through  ill 
health,  has  returned  better,  and  has  taken  up  his  duties. 

Me.  William  Hall  Jowett,  of  Clayton  &  Jowett 
(Limited),  manufacturing  chemists,  Liverpool,  has  been 
placed  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  for  the  City  of  Liver- 
pool. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Beilby,  one  of  the  secretaries  of  the  Nottingham 
Chemists'  Association,  is  suffering  from  a  sudden  breakdown 
in  health,  and  has  been  compelled  to  give  up  most  of  his 
church  and  public  work. 

Mr.  H.  Monkhouse,  chemist,  of  Irongate,  Derby,  was 
severely  injured  in  a  motor-car  accident  on  September  19, 
Mr.  Monkhouse  was  thrown  out  on  his  head,  and  is  suffering 
from  concussion  of  the  brain. 

Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris,  F.C.S.,  has,  as  President  of  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  accepted  the  invitation 
of  the  Society  of  Pharmacy  of  Paris  to  attend  the  celebration 
of  the  centenary  of  the  Society  on  October  17.  Mr.  S.  K. 
Atkins,  president  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain,  is  also  to  attend. 


fl&arrtages. 


Birt— Stephens. — On  September  14,  Henry  Birt,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Birmingham,  to  Lilian  Beatrice  Stephens,  also 
of  Birmingham. 

Cutting— Harvey.— On  September  21,  at  St.  Mary 
Bredin's  Church,  Canterbury,  by  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Bambridge, 
vicar,  Joseph  Ernest,  only  son  of  the  late  Mr.  George  Cutting, 
of  Chesterfield,  to  Edith  Annie,  second  daughter  of  Mr. 
Sidney  Harvey,  F.I.C.,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  Watling 
House,  Canterbury. 

Hindley — Carrtjthers.  —  On  September  19,  at  St. 
Andrew's  Presbyterian  Church,  Norwood,  by  the  Rev.  J.  G. 
Train  and  the  Rev.  R.  Taylor,  Henry  S.  P.  Hindley,  third  son 
of  the  late  Chas.  Hugh  Hindley,  of  Alleyn  Park,  Dulwich,  to 
Jeanie  Moffatt,  only  daughter  of  William  Carruthers,  F.R.S., 
Norwood. 

Pratt— Dance.— At  St.  Mary's  Church,  Tenby,  on  Sep- 
tember 21,  by  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Davies,  Robert  R.  Pratt,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Canterbury  Road,  Kilburn,  to  Louisa,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Abel  Dance,  The  Croft,  Tenby,  South  Wales. 

Snow— RiGG.— On  September  17,  at  Brixton  Hill  Wesleyan 
Church,  by  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Rigg,  D.D.  (uncle  of  the  bride), 
assisted  by  the  Rev.  J.  Martyn  Lobb,  Leonard  Hardy 
Snow,  chemist  and  druggist,  Cheadle,  Staffs,  to  Julia  F.  C. 
Rigg- 


Beatbs. 


BROWN. — Suddenly,  on  September  20,  Mr.  Henry  Brown, 
Sen.,  wholesale  druggists'  sundriesman,  of  10  Tredegar  Road, 
Bow,  E.,  aged  seventy-eight. 

Fletcher.— On  September  20,  at  Grappenhall,  near 
Warrington,  Mr.  Thomas  Fletcher,  F.C.S.,  in  his  sixty-fourth 
year.  The  deceased  gentleman  was  the  inventor  of  the 
well-known  Fletcher's  furnace.  He  was  originally  trained 
for  the  medical  profession,  but  turned  his  attention  to 
dentistry.  It  was  the  need  for  some  ready  method  of 
melting  the  metals  used  in  dental  operations  that  led  to  the 
invention  of  the  various  gas-furnaces  with  which  Mr. 
Fletcher's  name  is  associated.  He  retired  from  dental 
practice  about  1872,  and  extended  his  experiments  to  pro- 
ducing appliances  for  use  in  chemical  and  physical  labora- 
to-ies.    Mr.  Fletcher  was  the  author  of  "  Dental  Metallurgy  " 


and  "  Coal-gas  as  a  Fuel " — books  which  have  passed  through 
several  editions. 

Foster. — At  Potchefstroom,  South  Africa,  Mr.  Charles 
Ekins  Foster,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Wymondley  Hall, 
Stevenage.  Mr.  Foster  died  after  a  short  illness  from 
pneumonia  following  a  chill. 

McDonald. — On  September  15,  Donald  William,  elder  son 
of  Mr.  Kenneth  McDonald,  chemist  and  druggist,  Dunkeld. 

Proctor.— At  Westbury-on-Trym,  on  September  22,  Mr. 
Barnard  Simpson  Proctor,  F.I.C.,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
aged  seventy-six  years.  Mr.  Proctor  had  been  in  failing 
health  all  the  summer,  but  there  was  apparently  no  im- 
mediate cause  for  alarm,  and  he  felt  well  on  Monday,  but  on 
Tuesday  morning  succumbed  to  cardiac  failure.  He  was  the 
son  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Proctor,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  and  was  the  fifth  of  a  race  of  chemists. 
After  passing  the  Major  examination  in  1853  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  his  father  in  the  business  which  was 
founded  in  1758,  and  they  traded  together  until  the  death  of 
the  latter  as  W.  Proctor  &  Son.    This  style  remained  un- 


changed until  Mr.  Proctor  assumed  Mr.  T.  Maltby  Clague, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  as  partner,  when  it  was  altered  to 
Proctor,  Son  &  Clague,  and  still  remains  so.  Mr.  Proctor 
retired  on  December  31,  1897,  and  went  to  reside  at  Brad- 
ford-on-Avon,  where  he  remained  until  last  year,  when  he 
removed  to  Westbury-on-Trym.  Mr.  Proctor  leaves  a  widow, 
two  sods,  and  two  daughters.  Mrs.  Proctor  is  a  niece  of 
Michael  Faraday,  and  her  two  sons  have  followed  their 
illustrious  forbear  and  their  father's  lifeloDg  friend,  Dr.  J.  W. 
Swan,  in  the  pursuit  of  electrical  science  and  practice.  The 
elder  son,  Charles  Faraday  Proctor,  is  with  the  Edison-Swan 
Company,  and  the  younger,  Harold  Faraday  Proctor,  is 
electrical  engineer  to  the  Corporation  of  Bristol.  We  print 
elsewhere  in  this  issue  an  appreciation  of  Mr.  Barnard 
Proctor's  work  as  a  pharmacist,  and  it  is  no  supererogation 
to  say  here  that  he  was  one  of  the  ablest  men  of  our  calling, 
and  those  who  knew  him  well  esteemed  most  highly  his 
lovable  nature.  "  I  never  knew  him  harsh,"  writes  Mr. 
Maltby  Clague  to  us,  "  save  when  it  was  to  defend  the  weak 
or  when  it  was  toward  an  enemy  of  truth." 

Wates. — We  have  received  intimation  of  the  death  this 
week  from  syncope  of  Mr.  Fred.  W.  Wates,  one  of  the  partners 
of  the  firm  of  Watson  &  Wates,  homoeopathic-medicine 
manufacturers,  93  Leadenhall  Street,  E.C.  Mr.  Wates  was 
forty-five  years  of  age.  It  was  in  1887  that  he  and  Mr. 
A.  W.  Watson  founded  the  business,  in  which  they  previously 
had  experience  with  a  leading  metropolitan  firm.  Mr.  Wates 
took  up  the  representation  of  the  firm,  and  was  well  known 
to  chemists  throughout  the  country. 
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It  is  early  to  begin  this  heading,  especially  as  the  weather 
during  the  past  fortnight  has  given  us  promise  of  some 
summer.  But  the  fates  have  decreed  that  chemists'  asso- 
ciations should  turn  to  work  again,  and  Inland  Revenue 
matters  seem  to  have  stimulated  activity.  We  would  be  glad 
if  the  secretaries  of  associations  would  acquaint  us  as  soon  as 
possible  with  their  arrangements  for  the  winter,  and  also 
advise  us  of  approiching  meetings,  so  that  they  may  be 
included  under  "  Coming  Events "  the  week  before  the 
meetings  are  to  be  held. 


Burnley  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the  Empress 
Hotel  on  Thursday  evening,  September  17,  Mr.  J.  A.  Heaton 
(President)  in  the  chair.  There  were  also  present  Mr. 
Dodsley  (Treasurer),  Mr.  J.  Brown  (Secretary),  and  Messrs. 
J.  A.  Barlow,  Clarkson,  Walker,  Catton,  Hirst  (Colne),  and 
Hitchon  (Padiham).  The  President  initiated  a  discussion 
on 

The  Label  Question. 

He  thought  the  best  policy  to  pursue  would  be  to  play  a 
waiting  game  and  take  no  action  for  the  present.  It  was 
certain  there  would  be  litigation  before  the  matter  was 
settled,  as  there  were  big  vested  interests  at  stake  ;  and 
when  the  thing  had  been  allowed  to  go  on  for  twenty  or 
thirty  years,  and  people  had  been  allowed  to  accumulate 
extensive  plants  and  stocks,  they  would  not  give  up  without 
a  struggle.  There  was  no  doubt  many  of  the  big  firms  of 
makers  would  combine  and  fight  the  matter  in  the  courts. 
This  would  be  all  to  the  advantage  of  retail  chemists,  and 
he  thought  they  stood  to  gain  and  not  lose  by  waiting  and 
seeing  how  matters  developed,  rather  than  spend  a  lot  of 
money  of  their  own  on  labels.  It  would  be  quite  early 
enough  for  them  to  move  next  year  when  they  saw  what  the 
Inland  Kevenue  people  were  going  to  do.  If  they  went  to 
a  big  expense  now  in  altering  their  labels,  it  might  be  money 
thrown  away.  Meanwhile  they  could  follow  the  journals 
and  see  how  matters  developed. 

Mr.  Barlow  took  the  same  view.  He  thought  they 
would  have  some  information  from  the  wholesale  firms  before 
long. 

Mr.  Walker  said  there  were  thousands  of  pounds 
involved,  and  the  big  dealers  would  be  bound  to  take  action 
in  their  own  defence. 

Mr.  Barlow  said  their  policy  as  retailers  was  more  to 
follow  than  to  lead. 

The  President  said  they  would  come  out  all  right  if  the 
Inland  Revenue  carried  their  point.  Even  if  the  authorities 
took  action  among  Burnley  chemists  at  the  outset,  which 
was  not  probable,  they  were  surely  strong  enough  to  fight  it 
in  a  moderate  sort  of  way. 

The  Secretary  said  they  could  not  take  proceedings  all 
over  the  country  at  once,  and  they  could  not  start  till 
January  next.  If  the  authorities  began  in  Burnley  it  would 
be  their  misfortune,  but  they  must  pull  together  and  help 
each  other  through. 

Mr.  Barlow  did  not  think  proceedings  would  be  taken 
over  a  large  area.  Probably  one  or  two  large  firms  would  be 
taken  as  test-cases  to  begin  with. 

The  President  :  Quite  so. 

The  Secretary  intimated  receipt  of  a  letter  from  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  about  a  compendium  of  medicines. 

The  P.A.T.A. 

Mr.  Dodsley,  Secretary  of  the  P.A.T.A.  Committee,  stated 
that  since  the  last  meetiDg  he  had  written  to  the  following 
firms  asking  them  to  allow  their  preparations  to  be  placed 
on  the  P.A.T.A.  list:  Calvert's  tooth-powder  and  carbolic 
acid,  Eno's  fruit  salt,  Edwards's  harlene,  Guy's  tonic, 
Wm.  Woodward  (Limited),  Nottingham,  and  Kay  Brothers, 
Stockport.  Only  two  of  these  had  replied.  Messrs.  Kay 
Brothers  wrote  :  "  I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter. 
The  same  shall  be  placed  before  the  directors."  The  reply 
from  Messrs.  Wm.  Woodward  (Limited)  was :  "  I  am  directed 
to  say  that  Messrs.  W.  Woodward  (Limited)  cannot  adopt 
the  suggestions  contained  in  your  letter." 


Mr.  Dodsley  was  directed  to  write  to  the  firms  who  had 
not  replied. 

Afterwards  arrangements  for  the  coming  session  were  dis- 
cussed, and  Tuesday  was  fixed  as  a  suitable  night  for  papers 
and  social  gatherings. 

Bradford  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on 
September  22,  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  Bradford.  The  chair  was 
taken  by  the  President  (Mr.  J.  A.  Mitchell). 

The  Election  of  Officers 

for  the  year  was  proceeded  with,  and  resulted  as  follows : 
President,  Alderman  Henry  Dunn;  Vice-Presidents,  Mr.  J.  A. 
Mitchell  and  Mr.  Arthur  Hanson ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  J.  T. 
Metcalfe ;  Secretary,  Mr.  D.  S.  Priestley ;  and  Council, 
Messrs.  L.  H.  Sutcliffe,  H.  W.  Gregory,  R.  T.  Silson,  J.  G. 
Brigham,  H.  G.  Dutton,  and  H.  R.  Jackson. 

Annual  Report. 

The  Secretary  (Mr.  D.  S.  Priestley)  submitted  the  eighth 
annual  report  of  the  Association,  which  set  forth  the 
circumstances  of  the  various  gatherings  held  during  the  last 
session,  and  stated  that,  as  the  result  of  a  discussion  on 
"  earlier  closing,"  most  of  the  members  of  the  Association 
now  had  shorter  hours  than  heretofore.  The  tiading- 
section,  it  was  stated,  was  now  in  good  working-order,  and 
was  proving  a  pecuniary  benefit  to  those  who  had  taken 
advantage  of  it.  The  number  of  articles  bought  on  the  best 
terms  has  steadily  increased  during  the  year,  and  the  total 
now  stood  at  forty-eight.  The  number  of  members  was  now 
seventy-three,  and  was  very  satisfactory. 

The  Financial  Statement 

showed  that  the  year  was  commenced  with  a  credit  balance 
of  4Z.  17a1.  9)jd.,  and  ended  with  a  balance  in  hand  of 
Zl.  15*.  5d. 

In  reference  to  the  circulars  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
as  to  the  appointment  of 

Divisional  Secretaries, 

it  was  decided  to  recommend  the  members  in  the  Bradford 
district  to  vote  for  the  re-election  of  the  present  Bradford 
Secretaries,  Messrs.  J.  A.  Mitchell,  A.  H.  Waddington,  and 
R.  H.  Marshall. 

West  Riding  Federation. 

A  letter  was  read  which  had  been  received  from  Mr. 
Broadhead  (Hon.  Secretary  of  the  West  Riding  Federation), 
suggesting  that  there  should  be  a  further  revision  of  the 
rules  before  they  are  sent  to  the  printers,  and  it  was  resolved 
to  reply  stating  that  this  was  a  matter  not  for  the  individual 
Associations,  but  for  the  Council  of  the  West  Riding  Federa- 
tion. It  was  suggested  that  the  rules  should  be  put  into  type 
in  the  present  form  and  copies  should  be  sent  round,  so  that 
they  could  be  looked  over  before  the  meeting. 

Preston  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the  Moor  Park 
Pharmacy,  Preston,  on  September  22,  to  discuss  one  or  two 
matters  of  trade  interest.  At  the  outset  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  compendium  of  medicines  came  in  for  consider  a- 
tion. 

The  Stamp  Question. 

The  Secretary  reminded  the  meeting  that  medicines 
which  are  for  the  relief  or  cure  of  an  ill  will  have  to  bear  a 
stamp.  Even  corn-solvent  will  require  a  stamp,  but  cos- 
metiques  are  free,  as  is  hair- restorer.  Evidently  baldness  is 
not  regarded  as  a  disease.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Hadfield  :  But  corns  are.  (Laughter.)  What  is  the 
chemist's  position,  asked  Mr.  Hadfield,  in  regard  to  homoeo- 
pathic preparations  ? 

Mr.  Arkxe  :  They  do  not:  require  a  stamp.  [They  do,  if 
dutiable.— Ed.] 

Mr.  Williamson  was  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  an  ex 
cellent  thing  if  chemists  would  combine  on  the  proprietary- 
articles  question. 

Mr.  Hadfield  thought  a  uniform  price  for  an  article 
made  from  the  same  formula  was  advisable. 
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Dealing  with  the 

Protection  of  Prices, 

Mr.  Williamson  mentioned  that  the  suggestion  had  been 
made  that  the  Chemists'  Association  should  meet  the 
Preston  Grocers'  Association  in  conference. 

Mr.  Arkle  :  I  would  not  meet  grocers,  as  they  have  no 
right  to  sell  chemists'  goods. 

Mr.  Williamson  said  there  were  certain  things  belonging 
to  both  trades,  such  for  example  as  foods,  which  the  grocers 
had  a  perfect  right  to  sell. 

Mr.  Hadfield  :  Supposing  a  question  affecting  soap  were 
raised,  would  the  grocers  call  us  into  conference?  He  was 
also  of  opinion  that  chemists  should  not  confer  with  the 
grocers.  He  thought  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  made 
a  mistake  in  acknowledging  companies  in  their  Bill.  He 
should  have  ignored  their  existence  altogether,  and  have 
gone  in  for  plenary  powers  on  the  lines  advocated  by  Mr. 
Marshall  Hall. 

The  Secretary  thought  one  good  effect  of  protecting  the 
prices  of  goods  was  that,  when  it  became  known,  people 
would  not  go  hunting  about  for  a  shop  where  a  purchase 
could  be  made  at  a  penny  cheaper. 

Mr.  Arkle  alluded  to  Owbridge's  circular,  which  he 
described  as  most  unsatisfactory.  As  to  the  suggested  con- 
ference with  the  grocers,  he  wished  it  to  be  understood  that 
the  chemists  were  in  no  sense  antagonistic. 

Mr.  Hadfield  said  one  firm  in  the  town  had  been  taking 
out  patent  licences  for  those  shopkeepers  who  could  not 
afford  to  pay  for  them. 

This  concluded  the  proceedings. 


IRew  Companies  &  Company  iRewe. 


Midland  Dental  Manufactueing  Company  (Limited). — 
Capital  25,0007.,  in  17.  shares.  Objects  :  To  carrv  on  the  business 
of  manufacturers  and  factors  of,  and  dealers  in,  artificial  teeth, 
surgical  and  dental  instruments,  appliances,  and  apparatus,  and 
preparations,  makers  of  and  dealers  in  proprietary  articles  of  all 
kinds,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  are  :  W.  H.  Bowater,  7  Arthur 
Road,  Birmingham,  surgeon-dentist  ;  Mrs.  S.  A.  Bowater,  Elm 
House,  Arthur  Road,  Birmingham ;  W.  Bowater,  Elm  House, 
Arthur  Road,  Birmingham,  medical  student ;  A.  Field,  Fairfield, 
Stoney  Lane,  Moseley,  manager;  J.  R.  Green,  The  Firs,  Batten- 
hall  Road,  Worcester,  managing  director  ;  A.  D.  Brooks,  122  Col- 
more  Road,  Birmingham,  solicitor ;  and  W.  R.  Lane,  38  Waterloo 
Street,  Birmingham,  C.A.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  number 
of  directors  is  not  to  be  less  than  two  nor  more  than  five ;  the 
subscribers  are  to  appoint  the  first;  qualification,  1007. 

Hanlon's  Dental  Company  (Limited). — Capital  3007.,  in  17. 
shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  teeth-extractors, 
artificial-teeth  makers,  and  teeth  specialists  at  Rhyl,  Denbigh, 
Ruthin,  Corwen,  and  Holywell,  North  Wales.  The  first  sub- 
scribers are  :  R.  Hanlon,  sen.,  5  Gladstone  Street,  Great  Moor, 
Stockport,  overseer  (retired) ;  R.  Hanlon,  jun.,  Dovedale,  King's 
Avenue,  Rhyl,  dental  mechanic  ;  J.  T.  Hanlon,  Bosden,  Stockport, 
overseer;  W.  Hanlon,  Chestergate,  Stockport,  licensed  victualler  ; 
Arthur  Hanlon,  Heaton  Norris,  clerk;  Alfred  Hanlon,  5  Glad- 
stone Street,  Great  Moor,  Stockport,  decorator;  and  Mrs.  S.  E. 
Hanlon,  Dovedale,  1  King's  Avenue,  Rhyl.  No  initial  public 
issue.    R.  Hanlon,  sen.,  is  the  first  director. 


Mb.  William  Alfeed  Davis,  chemist,  Measham,  Leicestershire, 
has  been  adjudicated  a  bankrupt. 

The  American  Consul  at  Frankfort  reports  that  German  manu- 
facturers of  photographic  articles  are  successfully  exploiting  the 
Chinese  market,  as  amiteur  photography  is  becoming  popular  in 
China. 

The  Lancet  keeps  up  the  attack  on  "the  new  profession  of 
optometry,"  this  being  the  title  of  an  editorial  in  the  issue  for 
September  19.  The  argument  is  temperate,  and  pharmaceutical 
opticians  will  cordially  agree  "  that  no  one  but  a  medical  man  can 
make  a  proper  diagnosis,  in  a  case  where  failure  of  siglit  is  a 
symptom,  by  excluding  the  different  forms  of  nervous  disease." 

Petboleum  Beiquettes.  — The  British  Coasul  -  General  at 
Coburg  states  that  a  simple  process  for  miking  petroleum 
briquettes  his  just  been  invented.  A  mixture  of  lbO  grams  soft 
soap,  150  grans  reno,  and  300  grams  soda-lye  is  added  to  1  litre 
of  petroleum,  and  the  whole  heated  and  well  shaken.  The  mass, 
which  has  the  appear icce  of  cjal,  begins  to  solidify  in  about  forty 
minutes,  and  is  ready  for  use  in  a  couple  of  hours'  time.  Sand 
or  sawdust  may  also  be  used  to  impart  more  solidity. 


Gbe  IRaletooscope. 


Beautifying  Bloomsbury. 
IV. 

We  are  assured  that  the  motif  of  this  design  for  a  window  in 
17  Bloomsbury  Square  is  patant.  The  most  youthful  membei\of 
the  Council  is  responsible  for  the  orthographical  lapse,  but  since 
the  design  is  suggested  for  No.  17  it  follows  that  the  member 
mentioned  will  not  have  the  opportunity  of  turning  his  barristerial 
gaze  upon  the  rather  horrid  picture.  Should  the  design  raise  the 
anti-cutting  ire  of  the  Council,  it  may  be  carried  out  as  a  fire- 
screen to  protect  the  furniture  under  the  Chimes  ;  hut  its  adoption 
i3  not  insisted  upon. 


TO  TEST  BLAUD'S  PILLS. 


1.  Prepare  the  necessary  Solutions. — (a)  Pot.  bichrom. 
0  487  gram  or  7^  gr.,  distilled  water  ad  100  c.c,  or  1690 
minims.    This  is  the  standard  bichromate  solution. 

(7i)  Next  dissolve  a  bit  of  ferricyanide  (red  prassiate)  of 
potash  the  size  of  a  pea  in  about  f  oz.  of  water.  This 
is  the  indicator. 

(c)  Now  get  a  white  plate  and  drop  on  it,  some  distance 
apart,  about  a  dozen  drops  of  the  ferricyanide  solution. 

2.  Proceed  to  estimate  thus  :  Carefully  peel  a  Blaud's  pill 
and  weigh  it.  Cut  it  in  two  and  drop  immediately  into  a 
2  or  3-oz.  bottle  containing  about  §  oz.  of  acid,  phosph.  dil. 
Allow  it  to  dissolve,  giving  it  an  occasional  gentle  shake. 
When  dissolved,  measure  out  carefully  120  minims  of  the 
bichromate  solution,  and  transfer  a  little  (say  10  minims)  at 
a  time  to  the  Blaui  solution  by  means  of  a  pipette.  Those 
who  have  a  burette  should,  of  course,  use  that  in  preference. 
After  each  addition  of  the  bichromate  solution  dip  a  clean 
glass  rod  into  the  Blaud  solution  and  touch  one  of  the  drops 
on  the  plate.  The  spot  will  at  first  turn  blue.  When  a 
certain  quantity  of  the  bichromate  has  been  added — i.e., 
when  all  the  ferrous  iron  has  been  oxidised  into  ferric,  the 
spots  will  no  longer  turn  blue,  but  will  become  paler  with 
the  addition  of  each  increment  of  bichromate  solution  until 
a  certain  point  is  reached  when  no  blue  colour  is  produced  on 
touching  a  spot.    This  marks  the  end  of  the  reaction. 

3.  To  calculate  the  result. — Observe  how  many  minims  of 
the  bichromate  solution  have  been  added.  From  this  the 
strength  of  the  Blaud  pill  can  be  easily  ascertained,  for  each 
95  minims  (or  5  6  c.c.)  represents  1  gr.  of  ferrous  carbonate. 
A  5-gr.  pill  should  thus  require  that  quantity,  a  4-gr.  pill 
would  take  76  minims  (or  4  5  c.c). 

J.  A.  Hughes,  Ph.C,  F.C.S. 
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©&0ervatfon0  anfc  IReflectfons. 

By  Xbatser. 


Carbolic  Acid 

was  created  a  poison  legally  in  July,  1900,  and 
in  that  year  its  score  of  deaths  dropped  from  212  (in  1899) 
to  170.  In  1901  the  record  crept  up  to  175  again — a  tendency 
which  shows  that  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  in  respect  of 
this  substance  lacked  stringency ;  and  I  am  not  at  all  sure 
that  sufficient  determination  to  control  the  trade  in  it  has 
yet  been  manifested.  Carbolic  acid  is  not  a  seductive 
poison,  and  there  ought  to  be  no  difficulty  in  reducing  the 
tale  of  its  victims  to  at  least  the  measure  of  its  older- 
established  rival  in  the  suicide  line,  oxalic  acid.  Even  if 
the  effect  of  additional  vigour  on  the  part  of  the  adminis- 
trators of  the  Pharmacy  Act  against  vendors  of  carbolic 
should  be  merely  to  drive  suicides  to  the  alternative  of 
opiates,  some  diminution  of  the  world's  agony  would  be 
ensured.  When  it  is  remembered  that  in  1895  deaths  by 
carbolic  acid  in  its  unscheduled  days  had  reached  a  total  of 
258,  it  is  pretty  clear  that  there  is  some  efficacy  in  the 
Pharmacy  Act.  But  it  is  certain  that  this  evidence  could  be 
made  far  more  striking. 

Mr.  Balfour's  Pamphlet 

is  tantalising.  Cleverly  presented 
arguments,  an  apparently  full  appreciation  of  the  case 
against  him,  and  a  total  absence  of  the  "  side  "  which  might 
be  expected  when  a  Prime  Minister  offers  his  views  for  a 
shilling,  characterise  these  "  Economic  Notes  on  Insular 
Free  Trade."  The  exposition  is  a  pleasant,  but  scarcely  a 
conclusive,  contribution  to  the  most  interesting  controversy 
which  has  been  excited  in  this  country  for  many  years. 
Inconclusive,  I  mean,  in  that,  apart  from  what  we  know  from 
other  sources,  it  does  not  indicate  with  any  precision  the 
aims  or  immediate  intention  of  the  author.  On  the  principle 
that 

Revenge  is  Sweet 

a  retaliatory  policy  is  sure  of  adherents. 
But  Mr.  Balfour  makes  no  use  of  this  temptation.  He 
claims  to  be  a  free  trader  himself,  and  in  a  free-trade  world 
he  would  be  one.  But  he  pictures  the  possibility  of  other 
nations  and  our  own  Colonies  protecting  more  and  more, 
and  ultimately  forcing  our  products  out  of  their  markets 
altogether.  Then,  when  our  export  trade  has  been  so 
far  reduced  that  we  cannot  pay  for  our  imports,  and  we 
cannot  supply  ourselves  with  sufficient  food,  starvation 
alone  remains.  There  certainly  will  be  no  "  dumping  "  when 
we  have  no  money  left,  and  if  we  did  no  export  trade  our 
national  stock  of  gold  and  silver  would  be  exhausted  in  a 
year  or  two.  I  should  think  no  economist  will  deny  that 
such  a  condition  as  Mr.  Balfour  sketches  is  conceivable,  or 
would  heroically  cling  to  the  old  formulas  to  the  last 
extremity.  The  most  ardent  Cjbdenite  will  admit  that 
we  must  have  food  even  if  we  have  to  give  away  free 
trade  for  it.  But  according  to  Mr.  Balfour  himself,  this  is 
the  present  position  :  "  Judged  by  all  available  tests,  both 
the  total  wealth  and  the  diffused  well-being  of  the  country 
are  greater  than  they  have  ever  been.  We  are  not  only  rich 
and  prosperous  in  appearance,  but  also,  I  believe,  in  reality. 
I  can  find  no  evidence  that  we  are  living  on  our  capital. " 
What,  then,  is  proposed  ?  To  upset  the  system  which  has 
given  us  this  wealth  and  well-being  now,  or  only  to  suggest 
that  in  the  event  of  certain  possibilities  it  may  be  desirable 
to  do  so  in  some  distant  future  ?  That  is  where,  as  it  strikes 
me,  the  Prime  Minister's  pamphlet  is  inconclusive. 


The  Incense  Correspondence 

will,  I  hope,  lead  to  business. 
Dr.  Mc Walter  estimates  that  there  are  at  least  4,000  churches 
in  the  United  Kingdom  where  incense  is  regularly  employed, 
and  if  they  use  5  lbs.  a  year  each  on  the  average,  this  means 
that  there  are  10  tons  of  drugs  which  chemists  ought  to  sell. 
Dr.  McWalter  also  gives  the  interesting  item  of  information 
that  the  churches,  or  at  least  some  of  them,  buy  incense 
where  they  buy  their  candles,  but  where  is  this  ?  I  suppose 
there  are  regular  church-fu'.nishers,  but  the  chandler  proper 
is  gone  from  this  CDuntry  at  least.  His  very  name  has  lost 
its  true  meaning,  so  that  we  have  now  corn-,  ship's-,  and  even 
provision-chandlers.  But  whoever  has  got  it,  the  business 
rightly  belongs  to  chemis's  and  druggists.  We  want  a  trade- 
promotion  as  well  as  a  trade-protection  society. 

Sir  Harbottle  Grimstone 

would  have  been  as  forgotten  as 
most  of  the  drugs  he  priced  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
Medicine-stamp  Acts,  which  have  kept  his  name  at  least 
before  chemists  for  the  past  120  years.  But  he  was  a  rather 
notable  personage  in  his  time,  nevertheless.  In  Charles  I.'s 
troubled  reign  he  was  member  for  Harwich  and  afterwards 
for  Colchester.  In  the  Parliament  of  1640  he  opened  the 
great  debate  on  grievances,  and  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Committee  which  framed  the  remonstrance  to  the  King  on 
the  deplorable  state  of  the  Kingdom.  He  bitterly  denounced 
Laud  as  "a  viper  who  should  no  longer  be  permitted  to  distil 
his  poison  into  the  sacred  ears  of  the  King."  When  war 
actually  broke  out  he  was  Deputy-Lieutenant  for  Essex,  but 
he  scrupulously  kept  himself  in  the  background  as  long  as 
the  issue  was  in  doubt.  He  boasted  to  Bishop  Burnet  after 
the  Restoration  that  he  had  once  bearded  the  great  Pro- 
tector, charging  him  with  the  design  of  coercing  Parliament 
by  military  force,  and  Cromwell,  he  said,  fell  on  his  knees 
and  solemnly  before  God  attested  his  innocence,  justifying 
what  had  been  done  by  himself  and  officers,  "  except  a  few 
who  seemed  inclined  to  return  to  Egypt."  He  was  included 
in  Pride's  Purge  and  imprisoned  for  a  short  time.  Monk 
placed  him  on  the  Commission  which  recalled  Charles  II., 
and  he  was  made  Speaker  of  the  Convention  Parliament.  In 
that  capacity  he  welcomed  the  returned  Stuart  in  a  fulsome 
and  servile  address,  and  it  was  as  Speaker  of  the  House  that 
his  signature  was  attached  to  the  Books  of  Rates. 

Radium 

furnished  the  one  scientific  topic  of  general  public 
interest  dealt  with  at  the  British  Association  meeting.  But 
the  scientists  did  little  more  than  emphasise  the  "  miracle  " 
which  confronts  them.  So  far  they  cannot  bring  their 
observations  into  line  with  their  theories,  and  they  are  sure 
about  the  latter.  Lord  Kelvin  is  staggered  at  the  assertion 
that  radium  can  go  on  apparently  for  ever  emitting  heat  at 
the  rate  of  90  Centigrade  calorics  an  hour  and  lose  no 
particle  of  energy  or  matter.  Why,  says  the  great  physicist, 
that  means  that  in  10,000  hours— a  little'more  than  a  year— 
1  gram  of  radium  could  raise  the  heat  |of  900,000  grams  of 
water  1°  C.  Conversely,  I  Isuppose  it  means  that  it  would 
raise  the  temperature  of  its  own  weight  of  water  900,0C0°  C. 
A  marvellous  figure  truly  !  A  decent  nugget  of  radium  will 
settle  the  coal  difficulty  when  incomes.  But  is  there  any 
more  difficulty  in  accepting  a  big  miracle  than  a  small  one  1 
A.  lady  once  asked  Voltaire  if  he  did  not  think  it  wonderful 
that  St.  Denis  should  have  walked  a  league  with  his  head 
under  his  arm.  "  Not  at  all,  madame,"  replied  the  old 
cynic.    "  Ce'n'est  que  le  premier  pas-qui  coute." 


Canada  produced  800  ton*  of  arssnic  last  year,  valued  at 
$43,000,  against  695  tons,N-aluel  at  S  11,676  in  the  previous  year. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

Ot  "  Sanltas "  Co.,  Can.. 

are  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  ol  the 
well-known  Non-poisonous 

"  8ANITA8  "  PREPARATIONS, 

and  their  other  Manufactures  include 
"  Soldis,"   "  Okol,"    "  Creoeide,"    "  Och'or," 
"  Kingzett's  Patent  Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles," 
"  Sulphugators,"  "Formic  Sulphugators,"  "  Formie  Air 
Purifiers," 

"Formie  Fumigators,"  "Formie  Aldehyde" 
(40  per  cent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powder), 
Kingzett's  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killer, 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen,  and  Carbolie 
Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps. 

"Sanitas"  Pamphlet  and  "How  to  Disinfect"  Book  will  be  sent 
free  on  application  to — 

THE  "SANITAS"  CO.,  Ltd.,  Bethnal  Green,  LONDON, E. 


Write 
for 
LIST 

"H.'l 


ASSURES  PURE    WATER.  / 

THE  ONLY  TILTERS  AWARDED  CRAND  PRIX,  PARIS,  1900. 

THE  ..  •- 

PASTEUR 

OFFICIAL  GOVERNMENT  STATEMENT—  V 

*  "  Wherever  the*  Pasteur  Filter  has,  been' 

;  .        applied  Typhoid  Fever  has'  disappeared."  - 

J,  DEFRIES  &  SONS/  Limited, 

146  &  147,  HOUNDSOITCH,  LONDON,  E.C.  / 


BROWN'S 

MINERAL  WATERS 


ARE  THE 


[i] 


VERY  BEST. 


By  Appointment  to  King  Edward  VII. 
Ardwick  Green,  MANCHESTER! 


WILCOX,  JOZEAU  &  CO. 

49  Haymarket,  LONDON,  S.W. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF  PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 


FRENCH*CERMAN 

PROPRIETARY  MEDICINES 


Established 
1879. 


All  Chemists  selling  Vapo-Cresolene 
should  write  for  information  about  the 
eight-coloured   "  Cut  Out  "  window 
display  we  are  offering.    It  is  unique, 
handsome,  and  refined. 

ALLEN  &  HANBDRYS  Ltd. 3ISItV London, Eng. 


PRICE  LIST  ON  APPLICATION. 


LOWEST  PRICES. 


EMtodal  Comments. 


Barnard  Simpson  Proctor. 

The  ranks  of  veteran  British  pharmacists  are  growing  very 
thiD,  and  it  is  a  big  gap  that  is  left  by  the  death  on  Tuesday 
of  Mr.  Barnard  Proctor.  Yet  he  was  not  of  the  oldest 
generation,  for  if  we  date  from  1841,  when  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  was  founded,  we  find  the  name  of  Mr. 
Proctor's  father  (William  Proctor)  amongst  the  first  mem- 
bers, and  it  is  not  so  very  Ions;  since  we  heard  the  dis- 
tinguished son  spoken  of  as  "  Young  Proctor."  He  was  old 
to  most  of  us — indeed,  an  older  man  than  his  years — and  his 
life  had  been  full  of  work.  "  Humorous,  hard-headed 
Proctor,"  said  another  veteran  of  him  at  one  time.  How 
far-seeing  the  man  was ;  how  adept  as  a  pharmacist ;  how 
clever  in  argument  and  logic  ;  how  acid  sometimes  was  his 
wit;  and  with  it  all  how  large  and  warm-hearted  !  The  day 
before  Proctor  died  one  of  our  most  respected  pharma- 
ceutical chemists  was  sitting  in  the  room  where  these  lines 
are  written  speaking  about  him,  and  especially  of  his 
ability  as  a  pharmacist  and  his  powers  as  a  teacher.  No 
better  book  on  the  subject  than  Proctor's  "  Pharmacy  "  had 
been  written,  he  said.  It  is  thirty  years  since  the  "  Lectures 
on  Practical  Pharmacy"  were  published,  and  an  excellent 
index  to  the  man  is  found  in  the  second  paragraph  of 
the  preface.    We  quote  it : 

About  a  dozen  years  ago,  when  a  threatening  cloud  passed  over 
the  pharmaceutical  horizon,  my  neighbours  met  together  for 
mutual  protection  ;  and  the  pharmaceutical  assistants  of  the  town 
took  the  oppoitunity  of  petitioning  their  elders  for  a  course  of 
lectures  on  pharmaceutical  subjects  ;  in  response  to  which  a  local 
Echool  was  instituted,  Mr.  Brady  accepting  a  lectureship  in 
Botany,  and  I  Pharmacy,  for  the  first  session;  subsequent 
sessions  being  devoted  to  chemistry  and  materia  medica,  which 
were  expounded  by  other  friends.  The  attendance,  at  first  satis- 
factory, gradually  diminished,  till,  during  the  third  year  of  the 
school's  existence,  I  had  the  honour  of  reading  a  paper  on 
Sulphur,  and  performing  the  experiments  in  illustration,  before 
an  audience  of  one.  Perseverance  could  no  further  go,  and  the 
local  pharmaceutical  school  was  relinquished  ;  it  was  born  before 
its  time,  and  died  in  due  course. 

These  words  mean  much.  They  tell  that  when  Mr.  Proctor 
had  turned  thirty  he  was  taking  a  keen  interest  in  trade 
matters,  and  was  so  well  esteemed  for  professional  ability 
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that  his  colleagues  selected  him  as  a  teacher.     Later,  the 
University  of  Durham  also  turned  to  him  and  appointed 
him  lecturer  on  pharmacy  in  the  College  of  Medicine.  He 
was  the  first  English  pharmacist,  quel  pharmacist,  to  hold  a 
University  chair,  and  his  book  comprises  the  lectures  that 
he  delivered  at  the  College  in  Newcastle.     Proctor  ought 
never  to  have  been  behind  the  counter.    It  is  good  for  phar- 
macy that  he  was  ;  but  his  abilities  and  his  philosophic  mind 
would  have  ensured  for  him  high  rank  in  pure  science.  He 
was  as  much  at  home  in  academic  and  scientific  circles  as 
he  was  with  drug-trade  questions  and  pharmaceutical  re- 
search ;  but  he  relished  the  former  better.     Yet  it  is  not 
possible  in  short  space  to  do  justice  to  his  pharmaceutical 
work  during  the  fifty  years  he  was  an  active  pharmacist. 
He  became  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  in  1853,  and  very  soon 
he  began  to  contribute  to  our  literature.    He  was  wonder- 
fully keen  in  galenical  pharmacy,  and  entirely  original  in  his 
methods  of  pharmaceutical  testing.    He  was  especially  fond 
of  simplifying  tests  of  purity  so  that  they  would  be  within 
the  measure  of  the  druggist's  appliances,  and  the  fruits  of 
his  life's  labours  in  that  department  he  asked  us  to  publish 
in  book-form.    This  was  done  in  1891,  under  the  title  "  A 
Manual  of  Pharmaceutical  Testing  for  the  Man  of  Business 
and  His  Assistant."    As  a  controversialist  Mr.  Proctor  was  at 
one  time  easily  first  in  British  pharmacy.    A  threatening- 
horizon  seemed  to  wing  his  pen  and  stimulate  his  thought  to 
utter  something  that  helped  to  crystallise  the  mind  of  the 
trade.    This  was  rarely  better  seen  than  in  1881,  when  his 
paper  on  "  Pharmaceutical   Remuneration  in  Kelation  to 
Pharmaceutical  Progress  "  was  refused  by  the  British  Phar- 
maceutical Conference — of  which,  by  the  way,  he  was  a 
founder,  as  well  as  the  first  to  communicate  a  paper.  We 
printed  the  rejected  paper  of  1881  in  our  Conference  issue. 
The  first  sentence  of  the  paper  was — ■ 

The  question  of  prices  might  be  thought  out  of  place  in  a 
scientific  conference,  but  that  pharmacy  cannot  flourish  without 
a  physical  frame,  nor  can  the  physical  frame  o£  the  pharmacist 
flourish  unless  the  fruits  of  pharmacy  are  fastening. 

The  last  paragraph  was  : 

In  conclusion,  let  me  put  the  pith  of  my  paper  into  the  state- 
ment that  he  is  a  benefactor  to  his  kind  who  can  make  one  phar- 
macist grow  where  two  grew  before. 

Between  these  two  sentences  was  much  prophecy  and 
wisdom,  and  the  paper  was  sprinkled  with  Mr.  Proctor's 
sardonic  humour.  His  last  Conference  paper  was  on  rhubarb, 
and  was  communicated  to  the  Oxford  meeting  in  1894.  It 
recorded  experiments  which  covered  a  period  of  twenty- six 
years,  and  is  a  monument  of  painstaking  effort.  Most  of  his 
papers  were  of  the  same  character.  He  worked  in  the  back 
shop  in  the  intervals  of  business,  and,  giving  things  time  to 
settle,  he  seldom  jumped  to  conclusions  in  his  chemical 
observations.  We  cannot  hope  to  see  many  more  like 
him.  The  conditions  of  the  craft  which  he  deplored  in 
1881  have  become  accentuated,  and  the  men  who  would 
follow  Proctor  must  be  content  to  become  lean  physically  if 
they  are  to  labour  in  the  field  that  he  cultivated. 


About  Labels. 

In  consequence  of  more  inquiries  during  the  past  week  as  to 
disclosure,  we  repeat,  what  we  stated  a  fortnight  ago,  that 
References  on  September  8  we  received  a  letter  from  the 
under  Ex-  Board  of  Inland  Kevenue  saying  that,  "in  order 
that  a  medicine  may  fall  within  the  exemption 
as  to  the  formulae  published  in  books  of  reference  (e.g., 
'  Pharmaceutical  Formulas '  and  The  Chemists  and 
Druggists'  Diary),  such  information  should  be  given  on 
the  label  as  will  enable  the  formula  specified  to  be  abso- 
lutely identified."    Those  who  wish  to  take  immediate 


advantage  of  the  condition  have  in  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas "  ample  opportunity,  and  the  following  are 
examples  of  how  to  do  it : 

Eczema=mixture  for  Children. 
("  Pharmaceutical  Formulas.") 

As  only  one  formula  is  given  for  such  a  mixture,  its  identi- 
fication by  the  abave  is  certain,  but  it  is  open  to  the 
qualified  chemist  to  attach  such  a  title  as  the  above  to  a 
preparation  approved  of  as  a  remedy  for  eczema  in  children. 
Rhubarb-and-soda  mixture  is  such  a  remedy,  henoe  a  label 
for  it  might  read  : 

Eczema=mixture  for  Children. 

(Mist.  Rhsi  efc  Solte,  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas.") 
It  is  not  necessary  to  specify  the  page  here,  as  a  reference  to 
the  index  leads  to  absolute  identification  of  the  formula. 
When  more  than  one  formu'a  is  given  in  the  look  the 
chemist  must  naturally  state  which — e.g.  : 

Mixture  for  Rheumatism. 
("  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  II.) 
We  take  it  that  it  is  noi  absolutely  necessary  to  say 
"Prepared  according  to."  It  is  as  well  known  at  Somerset 
House  as  in  the  drug-trade  that  references  such  as  the  fore- 
goingdisclose  the  identity  of  the  article,  just  as  "  Ammoniated 
tincture  of  quinine,  B.P."  did  in  Mr.  Glyn-Jones's  case. 

To  illustrate  references  to  our  DIARY,  we  take  the  current 
year's  one,  pages  293-294  of  which  we  submitted  to  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue,  when  they  informed  us  (C.  $  D., 
July  25,  page  133)  that — 

the  fact  that  an  article  is  prepared  in  accordance  with  a  formula 
which  has  appeared  in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists  '  Diary,  and 
that  a  statement  to  that  effect  is  made  on  the  label,  will  be 
accepted  as  evidence  that  the  preparation  falls  within  the  category 
of  "known,  admitted,  and  approved  " remedies, unless  the  original 
vendor  made  it  dutiable. 

These  pages  contain  several  entries  under  one  heading  in 
some  instances,  also  formulas  for  articles  which  do  not  carry 
dutiable  titles.    We  illustrate  each  kind  : 

Aromatic  Cough=balsam. 

(C.  '&  D.  Diary,  1903.) 
Chiiblain=liniment. 

(C.  &  D,  Diary,  1903,  No.  2.) 
Baby=syrup. 

(0.  &  D.  Diary,  1903.) 

An  excellent  medicine  for  children  when  teething  or  out  of 
sorts.  Relieves  gripes,  checks  diarrhoea,  and  gives  calm  and 
refreshing  sleep  when  restless. 

Dose :  Half  to  a  whole  teaspoonful  in  a  little  warm  water  at 
bedtime. 

The  formulas  which  are  to  be  printed  in  the  1904  Diary 
should  be  treated  in  the  same  manner.  For  the  benefit  of 
those  who  have  sent  in  formulas,  and  who  are  probably 
desirous  of  making  arrangements  with  their  printers  before 
the  end  of  the  year,  we  may  state  that  we  are  cataloguing 
the  formulas  thoroughly,  and  hope  to  be  in  a  position  before 
the  end  of  October  to  tell  all  the  contributors  the  number, 
if  any,  attached  to  each  formula  that  they  have  sent  in. 
This  information  will  be  communicated  privately  to  those 
contributors  of  formulas  who  send  us  a  stamped  and  addressed 
envelope  for  the  purpose.  Each  contributor  will  only  be 
told  about  his  own  formulas. 

It  may  be  stated  here,  generally,  that  such  labels  as  the 
following  will  meet  the  Board's  condition  : 
Antibilious  Pills. 
(C.  &  D.  Diary,  1904,  No.  26e.) 
Antibilious  Pills. 
("  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  No.  26b.) 
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Official  Label-  ^n  their  letter  of  August  14  (see  C.  D., 
irarking.  August  22,  page  362),  the  Board  of  Inland 
Ravenue  said  : 

la  view  of  the  impossibility  of  determining  from  an  inspection 
of  a  label  whether  the  ingredients  of  the  medicine  to  which  it 
relates  are  thereby  adequately  disclosed,  the  Board  must  in  future 
decline  to  advise  chemists  whether  or  not  the  terms  of  a  particular 
label  are  such  as  to  bring  the  medicine  within  the  scope  of  the 
exemption. 

The  significance  of  this  was  not  universally  perceived  at  the 
time,  and  attention  may  again  be  called  to  it.  The  Board 
have  not  altered  their  practice  at  all ;  that  is  to  say,  labels  are 
marked  "  Liable  to  duty"  or  "  Not  liable  to  duty  "  as  if  Mr. 
Glyn- Jones  and  Exemption  3  had  never  existed.  A  number 
of  cases  have  com  3  to  our  notice  which  demonstrate  the 
point,  but  the  following  will  suffice.  A  subscriber  sent  to 
Somerset  House  a  label  with  the  following  wording : 

Chemical  Food, 

or  Syrup  of  the  phosphates  of  iron,  lime,  potash,  and  soda. 
According  to  the  formula  of  the  late  Dr.  Parrish.* 
It  is  recommended  as  a  substitute  for  cod-liver  oil  when  the 
latter  cannot  be  retained  on  the  stomach.  It  may  be  taken  in 
cases  of  debility  as  a  general  tonic  and  blood-restorer,  but  more 
especially  and  particularly  as  a  bone-nutriment,  as  it  contains  the 
■substances  which  assist  in  forming  bones,  &c. 

The  ita'ic'sed  words  serve  to  show  the  ground  of  liability. 
Tb.3  subscriber  is  a  qualified  chemist,  and  although  the  label 
•recommends  the  medicine  "incases  of  debility,"  it  contains 
an  adequate  disclosure  of  the  composition  of  the  article. 
Why,  therefore,  has  Somerset  House  not  told  the  subscriber 
that  it  is  "not  liable"  so  far  as  he  is  concerned?  The 
declaration  we  have  quoted  is  a  sufficient  answer,  but  it  may 
be  as  well,  in  order  to  save  needless  correspondence  with 
th3  Board  and  disappointment  to  chemists,  to  point  out  that 
tho3e  who  are  in  charge  of  the  Department  do  not  profess  to 
know  what  are  and  what  are  not  "known,  admitted,  and 
approved  "  remedies,  nor  have  they  official  cognisance  of 
who  are  qualified  chemists.  The  Board  have  very  wisely, 
we  consider,  declined  to  permit  their  officers  to  decide, 
in  marking  labels,  which  come  within  Exemption  3.  But 
by  continuing  to  mark  labels  as  was  done  before  the  two 
High  Court  decisions,  we  have  the  Board's  opinion  as  to 
whether  the  articles  are  within  or  without  the  general  charge 
of  duty;  and  they  have  formulated  conditions  upon  which 
qualified  chemists  or  their  advisers  can  determine  whether 
or  not  otherwise  dutiable  articles  are  freed  from  stamp  duty 
by  Exemption  3.  We  consider  this  a  real  advantage  to 
qualified  chemists,  and  therefore  emphasise  the  fact  that 
the  official  stamping  does  not  take  the  exemption  into  con- 
sideration. 

We  reported  last  week  an  important  meeting  of  con- 
fectioners at  which  the  discontinuance  of  the  sale  un- 
The  Com-        stamped  of  cough-lozenges  was  discussed  and 

missioners  arrangements  made  for  interviewing  the  Con- 
Interviewed.      .    .  .  T  .     ,  „  .  . 

missioners  of  Inland  Revenue.  This  inter- 
view has  since  taken  place,  and  the  deputation  were 
given  to  understand  that  the  1815  exemption  in  regard  to  con- 
fectionery does  not  apply  to  lozenges  sold  as  "  cough-lozenges,'' 
and  that  confectioners  do  not  benefit  by  the  exemption 
respecting  "known,  admitted,  and  approved  "  remedies.  On 
Wednesday  of  this  wfek  a  deputation  appointed  by  tte 
Association  of  Wholesale  Druggists  and  Manufacturers  of 
Medicinal  Preparations  waited  by  appointment  on  the  Com- 
missioners for  the  purpose  of  submitting  their  views  in 
respect  to  what  is  commonly  known  as  the  "  penny  trade." 
To  many  who  are  engaged  in  this,  the  prospective  ailment- 
name  condition  will  involve  a  large  sacrifice  of  stock  and 

*  We  advised  our  correspondent  to  change  this  to  "  According 
to  Dr.  Parrish's  prescription,  '  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,'  I." 


loss  of  trade.  It  is  urged  that  the  business  has  been  built 
up  with  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue,  and 
that  common  justice  entitles  those  engaged  in  it  to  more 
consideration  from  the  Board  than  has  been  accorded  by  the 
extension  of  time  to  December  31.  The  gentlemen  forming 
Wednesday's  deputation  had  a  long  conversation  with  the 
Commissioners,  but  no  definite  conclusion  was  arrived  at 
further  than  that  the  Commissioners  are  to  think  over  the 
facts  and  considerations  submitted  by  the  deputation. 

Chlorate=packing. 

We  gave  last  week  full  particulars  regarding  a  recent 
chlorate- explosion  at  Marseilles,  and  we  are  now  favoured  by 
Mr.  Oscar  Guttmann,  F.I  C,  F.C.S.,  12  Mark  Lane,  E.C.,  the 
well-known  explosive  expert,  with  the  following  interesting 
facts  respecting  a  similar  explosion  which  occurred  last 
month  in  the  port  of  Kobe,  Japan,  on  board  the  s.s.  Tonkin, 
of  the  Messageries  Maritimes  : 

The  vessel  was  a  mail-steamer,  and  had,  besides  a  number  of 
passengers,  a  mixed  cargo,  amongst  which  were  3,080  casks  of 
chlorate  of  potash,  3,005  of  which  were  consigned  to  Kobe  and 
the  remainder  to  Yokohama.  They  came  from  France,  pre- 
sumably again  from  the  firm  of  Berges,  Corbin  &  Co.  In  the 
course  of  unloading  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  hold.  It  is  reported 
that  the  crew,  on  seeing  the  fire,  tried  to  extinguish  it  by  stamping 
it  down,  "  but  this  only  increased  it,"  as  they  naively  remark.  The 
fire  lasted  nearly  twenty- four  hours,  as,  after  the  chlorate  had 
burnt  out,  the  coal  in  the  bunkers  was  already  well  alight. 
Nevertheless  there  seems  to  have  been  a  very  gallant  attempt  at 
rescue.  The  ship  was  surrounded  by  hundreds  of  boats  and 
sightseers,  a  numbar  of  pumps  were  trying  to  put  the  fire  out, 
but  ultimately  she  had  to  be  beached  and  scuttled.  The  vessel 
beiDg  an  iron  one,  the  ironwork  was  twisted  a  good  deal,  and 
scarcely  anything  else  but  the  skeleton  remained  of  the  forecastle  ; 
but  the  machines  were  not  injured  at  all.  The  starting  of  the  fire 
was  attributed  to  the  chlorate  becoming  ignited,  and  inquiry  shows 
that  this  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  strangest  accidents  that  have 
happened  for  a  long  time.  Assuming  the  casks  to  be  1-cwt.  ones, 
there  was  150  tons  of  chlorate  on  board  (the  reports  mention 
erroneously  2,003  tons),  and  here  we  have,  in  spite  of  Colonel 
Ford's  and  Dr.  Dupre's  experiments  and  official  report,  and  in 
spite  of  the  latter  gentleman's  assertions  at  the  Society  of 
Chemical  Industry,  an  enormous  quantity  burning  in  prac- 
tically a  confined  space,  blazing  furiously  from  two  to  six  o'clock, 
and  no  explosion  taking  place.  On  the  other  hand,  a  cask  fall?, 
or  is  dragged  along  the  floor,  or  a  chain  strikes  some  leakage  of 
chlorate,  and  there  is  a  fire  immediately,  just  as  it  happened  a 
short  time  ago  at  Marseilles.  Does  not  this  prove  that  great 
heat  alone  is  insufficient  to  start  an  explosion,  and  that  at 
St.  Helens,  when  an  explosion  did  occur  during  a  fire,  some  con- 
tributory cause  must  have  been  present,  as  I  maintain? 

Some  interesting  points  occur  to  one  in  connection  with  this 
accident.  The  casks  shipped  from  France  must  be  of  an  inferior 
character,  and  the  packing  of  the  chlorate  must  have  been  done 
without  due  precaution  for  the  chlorate  to  leak  out  in  such  a  way 
that  it  mingles  with  the  dust  in  the  holds  or  on  the  dock.  It  is 
out  of  the  question  that  some  match-composition  was  on  the 
casks,  because  one  would  not  send  casks  back  from  Japan,  and 
the  shipping- companies  would  at  once  take  note  of  packages  that 
were  not  new ;  also  wood  is  too  cheap  in  Savoy,  whence  the 
chlorate  comes,  for  freight  on  empties  to  be  paid.  It  seems  that 
the  shipping-companies  are  not  aware  of  certain  risks,  or  else  no 
attempt  would  have  been  made  to  stamp  out  burning  chlorate 
with  leather  or  bamboo  boots  ;  and  not  only  would  the  sightseers 
have  been  warned  off,  but  probably,  also,  no  attempt  would  have 
been  made  to  pump  water  into  the  holds  or  otherwise  extinguish 
the  fire. 

This  is  by  no  means  the  first  fire  on  a  steamer  arising  from 
chlorate,  but  the  previous  ones  were  of  a  smaller  character. 
Several  companies  wanted,  after  the  St.  Helens  accident,  to 
impose  certain  conditions  with  regard  to  packing,  and  the 
P.  &  O.  Company  only  carry  chlorate  in  lead-lined  cases. 
Other  companies  demand  flour-bags  and  a  waterproof-paper 
lining  to  the  casks.  Through  these  restrictions  one  company 
lost  the  carriage  of  these  cargoes,  but  the  Messageries 
Maritimes  have  paid  rather  dearly  for  their  experience. 
British  chlorate,  we  understand,  is  now  packed  in  accordance 
with  stricter  requirements  ;  the  Messageries  Maritimes  are,  on 
the  other  hand,  said  to  have  gone  to  the  other  extreme,  and 
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refuse  further  carriage  after  these  accidents.  Ia  our 
opinion,  a  conference  between  the  interested  parties  would 
soon  bring  about  a  healthier  state  of  affairs,  and  result  in 
the  adoption  of  a  proper  package,  in  devising  means  whereby 
accidents  could  be  prevented,  and  should  fires  occur  some 
common  method  would  be  devised  fur  dealing  with  the 
cargo.  It  would  be  a  great  pity  if,  on  account  of  such 
perfectly  preventable  accidents,  the  trade  should  be  in  the 
least  hampered  unduly,  or  the  carriage  of  chlorate  be 
refused  by  some  lines.  There  is  no  danger  if  the  chlorate  is 
properly  packed  and  carried  in  a  proper  place  on  board  ship, 
and  a  fire  alone  will  not  produce  explosion  ;  on  the  other 
hand,  there  is  great  risk  if,  for  the  sake  of  competition  or 
through  negligence,  the  warnings  of  the  past  accidents  are 
disregarded. 

Detection  of  Methyl  Alcohol. 

Pharmacists  of  the  East  and  the  West — Mr.  K.  Taaiba 
in  Japan  and  Mr.  L.  D.  Haigh  in  the  United  States — have 
lately  turned  their  attention  to  the  methods  employed  in 
detecting  methyl  alcohol  when  mixed  with  rectified  spirit. 
The  latter  communicated  a  lengthy  paper  at  the  recent  meet- 
ing of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  in  the  course 
of  which  he  reviewed  the  methods  adopted  for  denaturing 
alcohol  and  commented  on  the  fact  that,  while  the  old- 
fashioned  kind  of  wood  spirit  really  rendered  any  ethylic 
alcohol  to  which  it  might  be  added  undrinkable,  improve- 
ments in  the  manufacture  of  wood  spirit  have  been  perfected 
which  leave  it  useless  as  a  denaturing-agent.  One  result 
of  the  production  in  large  quantities  of  this  nearly  pure 
methyl  alcohol  (Columbian  spirit  it  is  called  in  U.S.A.)  is 
that  for  many  technical  purposes  it  has  superseded  ethylic 
alcohol,  and  unscrupulous  persons  have  even  used  it  for  the 
manufacture  of  tinctures  and  essences.  This  is  a  most 
dangerous  practice,  as  observations  have  shown  that  the 
poisonous  effects  of  methyl  alcohol  when  taken  into  the 
system  are  very  much  greater  than  would  result  from  the 
absorption  of  a  corresponding  quantity  of  ethyl  alcohol. 

In  this  country  alcohol  is  denatured  by  the  addition  of 
10  per  cent,  of  crude  wood  spirit  with  a  small  quantity  (0  25 
per  cent.)  of  a  mineral  oil — the  product,  which  turns  milky 
when  mixed  with  water,  being  known  as  mineralised  spirit. 
For  technical  purposes,  however,  certain  persons,  on  giving 
bond  that  the  spirit  shall  only  be  used  for  specified  purposes, 
are  allo  wed  to  purchase  and  use,  but  not  to  sell  as  such,  the 
old  kind  of  methylated  spirit  in  which  the  alcohol  is  only 
denatured  by  the  addition  of  the  wood  spirit.  Manufactur- 
ing druggists  use  this  spirit  in  the  preparation  of  extracts, 
resinoids,  &c,  care  being  taken  that  no  spirit  can  be  detected 
in  the  finished  product.  The  Excise  officers  take  frequent 
samples,  which  are  examined  in  the  Government  Laboratory, 
to  see  that  njt  only  are  the  finishel  products  innocsnt  of 
methyl  alcohol,  but  that  the  recovered  spirit  does  not  become 
too  pure  by  constant  redistillation.  Permission  is  also 
accorded  for  the  use  of  methylated  spirit  in  the  preparation 
of  four  official  liniments.  From  time  to  time  cases  have 
arisen  in  which  it  has  been  alleged  that  methylated  spirit  has 
been  used  for  an  improper  purpose,  and  it  has  become 
necessary  to  ascertain  definitely  its  presence  or  absence.  At 
first  sight  it  wculd  seem  easy  to  distinguish  between  pre- 
parations made  with  pure  ethylic  alcuhol  and  an  admixture 
with  wood  spirit.  The  latter  contains  methyl  alcohol, 
methyl  acetate,  allyl  alcohol,  acetone,  and  other  ketones,  and 
various  methods  have  been  devised  for  the  detection  of  one 
or  more  of  these  bodies.  Miller's  test,  which  is  the  one 
described  in  most  text-books,  depends  upon  oxidation  of  the 
methyl  alcohol  to  formic  acid  by  means  of  potassium  bi- 


chromate and  sulphuric  acid,  and  the  detection  of  the  formic 
acid  by  its  reducing  action  on  silver  nitrate.  This  test 
would  be  an  excellent  one  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  small 
quantities  of  formic  acid  are  always  formed  by  the  oxida- 
tion of  the  acetone,  and  even  of  the  ethyl  alcohol ;  indeed, 
under  certain  conditions  some  samples  of  ethyl  alcohol  yield 
nearly  as  much  formic  acid  as  ordinary  methylated  spirit. 
Bardy  and  Rich's  test  is  sometimes  relied  upon,  but  experi- 
ence shows  that  it  is  no  more  reliable  than  the  foregoing. 
By  a  series  of  complicated  and  lengthy  operations  the 
methyl  acohol  is,  in  this  test,  converted  first  into  methyl 
iodide  and  finally  into  mathyl  violet.  This  would  appear  to 
b3  a  most  distinctive  reaction,  but  it  is  rendered  valueless  by 
the  fact  that  under  certain  conditions  the  ethyl  alcohol 
yields  coloured  compDunds  which  entirely  obscure  the 
methyl  violet. 

More  recently  attempts  have  been  made  to  oxidise  the 
methyl  alcohol  only  as  far  as  formaldehyde,  when  the  latter 
may  be  readily  detected  by  the  resorcin  or  phloroglucin 
reaction.  Lebbin  showed  that  resorcin  in  strong  sodium- 
hydroxide  solution,  when  boiled  with  a  trace  of  formal- 
dehyde, gives  a  characteristic  red  colour  ;  while  Vanino  made 
the  test  still  more  delicate  by  substituting  phloroglucin, 
which  reacts  to  produce  a  beautiful  rose-red  even  in  the 
cold.  Perhaps  the  best  way  of  obtaining  the  formaldehyde 
reaction  with  methylated  spirit  is  by  following  the  method 
of  Mulliken  and  Scudder,  of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology.  A  copper  spiral  is  made  by  winding  copper 
wire  round  a  pencil,  and  heating  it  in  the  upper  part  of  a 
Bunsen  flame.  When  fully  oxidised,  but  only  dully  red,  it  is 
plunged  into  the  diluted  spirit  contained  in  a  test-tube  and 
withdrawn  instantly — that  is,  before  the  wire  has  had 
time  to  be  cooled.  Deoxidation  occurs  at  once,  and  a 
bright-red  copper  surface  results,  the  alcohols  being  oxidised 
to  aldehydes.  This  operation  is  repeated  six  or  seven  times, 
the  test-tube  being  cooled  by  immersion  in  cold  water.  Haigh 
then  boils  the  mixture  gently  in  a  test-tube  until  reduced 
to  about  one-half ;  the  contents  are  then  cooled  and  poured 
into  a  small  white  dish,  and  a  few  drops  of  phloroglucin 
solution  in  20-per-cent.  sodium-hydroxide  solution  added. 
If  methyl  alcohol  is  present  in  the  original  liquid,  a  red 
colour  develops  in  about  a  minute.  It  is  curious,  but  it  is 
nevertheless  a  fact,  that  during  the  boiling  only  the 
acetaldehydes  and  alcohols  are  got  rid  of,  scarcely  any  of 
the  formaldehyde  being  lost.  This  may  be  accounted  for  on 
the  supposition  that  the  latter  undergoes  polymerisation  in 
the  hot  water.  The  circumstance  is  analogous  to  the  fact 
that  very  old  specimens  of  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  show  the 
presence  of  aldehyde  and  paraldehyde  long  after  the  ethyl 
nitrite  has  vanished. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Lucas  proposes  to  confirm,  the  methyl-alcohol 
reaction  by  identifying  the  acetone  which  is  always  present 
in  wood  spirit.  The  diluted  alcohol  obtained  in  the  distil- 
lation of  the  suspected  sample  is  placed  in  a  test-tube  and  a 
piece  of  sodium  ama!gam  about  the  size  of  a  small  pea  added. 
This  reduces  aldehydes  to  their  respective  alcohols  very 
rapidly,  but  the  ketones  are  reduced  much  more  slowly. 
Portions  of  the  liquid  are  removed  at  iutervals  of  a  few 
minutes  and  tested  with  Schiff's  reagent.*  This  gives  a 
magenta  colour  as  long  as  any  aldehyde  remains.  When 
the  reduction  is  complete  the  liquid  is  poured  off,  a  few 
drops  of  sodium  nitro-prusside  solution  added,  and  excess  of 
NaOH  solution.  In  the  presence  of  acetone  a  fine  crimson 
colour  appears  at  once.  Providing  the  absence  of  aldehydes 
is  shown,  this  test,  coupled  with  the  formaldehyde  test  for 
the  methyl  alcohol,  may  be  relied  upon  in  the  detection  of 

*  Schiff's  reagent  is  prepared  by  passing  SO.,  through  rosani- 
liae  hydrochloride  solution  until  the  colour  disappears. 
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methylated  spirit.  When  tinctures  or  liniments  contain 
camphor,  chloroform,  &c,  these  must  be  removed  previous  to 
distillation.  The  suspected  liquid  is  diluted  to  three  times 
its  volume  with  water,  saturated  with  common  salt,  and  then 
thoroughly  extracted  with  petroleum  ether. 


Blaud's  Pills. 

The  near  termination  of  the  holiday  season,  and  the 
consequent  return  of  analysts  and  judges  to  their  benches, 
make  it  necessary  for  chemists  to  see  what  they  are  selling 
as  Blaud's  pills.  There  are  plenty  of  iron  pills  containing 
20  per  cent,  of  ferrous  carbonate  to  be  had,  and  that  is  the 
legal  requirement  whether  "  iron  pills  "  or  l;  Blaud's  pills  " 
are  asked  for.  This  note  is  merely  a  reminder  to  those  who 
have  not  ensured  that  what  they  are  selling  is  the  right 
thing. 

The  Fiscal  Question. 

In  connection  with  our  article  last  week  on  Free  Trade  v. 
Protection,  we  may  state  that  Mr.  Joseph  Chamberlain,  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  has  resigned  his  office  in  order  to  devote 
his  whole  time  as  a  free-lance  to  the  promotion  of  his  pro- 
tectionist vie^vs.  Mr.  C.  T.  Ritchie  (Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer),  Lord  Gecrge  Hamilton  (Secretary  for  India), 
Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh  (Secretary  for  Scotland),  and  the 
Hon.  Arthur  Elliot  (Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury) 
have  resigned  office  because  they  are  opposed  to  the  Govern- 
ment's view  of  the  question.  These  gentlemen  are  opposed 
to  Protection. 

A  Year's  Failures. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  the  total 
failures  of  chemists  under  bankruptcy  and  deeds  of  arrange- 
ment in  1902  were  fifty-two,  against  seventy-three  in  the 
year  1901.  The  year  1901  was,  however,  an  exceptional  one, 
and  fifty-two  may  be  taken  as  an  average  number.  The  total 
liabilities  under  these  failures  were  49.758/.  Similar 
statistics  in  the  case  of  doctors  of  medicine,  surgeons,  &c, 
show  seventeen  cases,  involving  liabilities  of  13,319/ ,  a 
number  and  amount  much  below  the  average.  The  figures 
for  chemists  compare  very  favourably  with  other  traders, 
especially  when  considered  by  the  side  of  the  statistics 
referring  to  the  grocery -trade.  The  failures,  &c. ,  of  grocers 
were  889,  and  involved  an  amount  of  635,614/.,  but  it  must 
be  remembered  that  the  proportion  of  grocers  to  the 
population  is  much  greater  than  that  of  chemists.  The  total 
amount  lost  to  creditors  through  bankruptcy  proceedings 
during  1902  is  estimated  at  4,633,995/.  This  is  for  a  total  of 
4,202  bankruptcies,  liquidations,  and  compositions.  The 
Inspector-General  in  Bankruptcy  notes  that  several  of  the 
large  failures  of  the  year  have  been  those  of  foreigners, 
Americans,  Germans,  and  Russians  being  the  chief  offenders. 
The  Americans  are  chiefly  company  promoters.  Reference 
is  ah  o  made  to  delay  connected  with  proposals  for  schemes 
of  arrangement.  This  is  generally  done  by  propounding 
visionary  schemes  for  payment  of  debts,  and  rarely,  if  ever, 
do  such  proposals  result  in  benefit  to  the  creditors.  The 
practice  of  applying  for  stay  of  proceedings  on  the  ground 
that  the  debtor  is  making  arrangements  for  the  payment  of 
his  debts  in  full  has,  however,  been  checked  by  a  judgment 
of  the  Court  of  Appeal,  but  there  appear  from  the  report  to 
be  several  other  ways  of  delaying  proceedings,  which  will 
need  to  be  dealt  with  in  any  future  amendment  of  the 
Debtors  and  Bankruptcy  Acts. 

The  Discoverer  of  Kaolin. 

All  that  the  Staffordshire  potteries  are  to-day,  according 
to  the  Plymouth  Mercury,  they  owe  to  the  generosity  or 
indifference  of  Cornwall.  For  a  certain  Mr.  Cookworthy,  a 
chemist,  first  discovered  in  a  remote  part  of  Cornwall  the 
kaolin  "  which  enabled  the  ;Chinese  to  manufacture  their 


beautiful  hard  transparent  porcelain."  That  is  a  rather  tall 
statement ;  but  it  is  more  interesting  to  note  that  when  Mr. 
Cookworthy  told  several  Cornish  magnates  of  his  discovery, 
he,  like  most  discoverers,  was  treated  with  indifference.  So 
Mr.  Cookworthy  went  to  Staffordshire,  and  the  result  is  the 
Staffs  pottery  industry  of  to-day.  This  happened  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  for  Mr.  Cookworthy,  the 
Mercury  states,  was  born  in  1705,  near  Kingsbridge,  Devon. 
He  was  a  Quaker,  and  a  descendant  of  a  well-known  local 
family  named  Cookworthy  or  Cookworthy,  a  member  of 
which  was  vicar  of  St.  Andrew's,  Plymouth,  in  1433.  When 
quite  young  Cookworthy  walked  to  London,  and  after  serving 
his  apprenticeship  as  a  chemist  returned  to  Plymouth,  where, 
with  a  Mr.  Bevan,  he  opened  a  chemist's  shop  in  Notte 
Street.  The  business  was  afterwards  removed  to  Mayoralty 
House,  Whimple  Street,  and  finally  to  Bedford  Street,  where 
in  1795  the  firm  now  known  as  Balkwill  &  Co.  was 
founded.    Mr.  Cookworthy  died  in  1780. 

Acute  Rheumatism. 

An  exceptionally  interesting  article  on  the  pathology  of 
acute  rheumatism  and  allied  conditions  was  published  in  the 
British  Medical  Journal  for  September  19.  It  is  by  Dr. 
Ainley  Walker  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Ryffel,  B.Sc,  the  latter  demon- 
strator of  chemistry  and  toxicology  at  Guy's.  The  interest 
of  the  article  lies  in  the  thorough  manner  in  which  the 
authors  demonstrate  the  part  that  formic  acid  plays  in  pro- 
ducing rheumatic  symptoms.  They  advance  the  following 
provisional  statements  : 

1.  The  micrococcus  rheumaticus  produces  formic  acid  in  very 
considerable  quantity,  and  also  at  least  one  other  acid  of  the  fatty 
acid  series. 

2.  The  acid  (formic)  is  present  not  only  in  the  filtered  cultures 
of  the  organism,  but  it  can  also  be  extracted  from  the  bodies  of  the 
micro-organisms  themselves.  The  washed  micrococci  contain, 
in  addition  to  formic  acid,  at  least  one  of  the  higher  fatty  acids. 

3.  Ordinary  streptococci,  such  as  a  streptococcus  isolated  from  a 
case  of  erysipelas,  only  give  rise  to  a  small  quantity  of  formic  acid, 
so  far  as  our  experiments  at  present  go.  This  observation  may 
constitute  a  means  of  differentiation  between  the  rheumatic 
micro-organism  and  other  members  of  the  streptococcus  group. 

4-.  Formic  acid  and  probably  another  fatty  acid  are  present  in 
the  urine  duriDg  the  course  of  acute  rheumatism  in  appreciable 
amounts.  From  normal  urine  formic  acid  is  either  altogether 
absent  or  occurs  in  traces  only. 

5.  Under  the  salicylic-acid  treatment  of  rheumatic  fever  formic 
acid  is,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  investigate,  reduced  in 
quantity  in  the  urine  of  the  patient. 

6.  Formic  acid  is  obtainable  from  the  tissues  of  an  animal 
(rabbit)  suffering  from  acute  arthritis  due  to  the  inoculation  of 
the  micro  organism. 

They  believe  formic  acid  is  formed  by  the  micro-organism  by 
the  oxidation  of  sarcolactic  acid  into  formic  and  acetic  acids 
according  to  the  equation — 

CH3CHOH.COOH  +  0  =  CH3COOH  +  H.COOH. 

They  have  also  obtained  indications  that  the  beneficial  action 
of  salicylates  in  rheumatism  may  find  a  simple  chemical 
explanation. 

Imperial  Institute  Work. 

The  Indian  Section  of  the  Imperial  Institute  has  issued  its 
annual  report  for  1902-3,  from  which  we  learn  that  the 
Scientific  Department  has  forwarded  to  India  during  the  year 
reports  on  indiarubber,  tobacco,  iron  ore,  and  fibres,  and  has 
supplied  to  the  India  Office  information  concerning  indigo, 
Indian  tea,  and  Indian  turpentine.  Investigations  concern- 
ing tanning-barks,  the  nature  of  the  poison  of  Lathy rus 
sativus,  the  constituents  of  Indian  aconites  and  poisonous 
food-plants  and  food-grains  are  still  in  progress.  Professor 
Wyndham  R.  Dunstan,  director,  considers  that  the  recent 
establishment  in  India  of  a  Commercial  Intelligence  Bureau 
and  of  a  Federated  Board  for  Scientific  and  Economic 
Research,  ought  to  be  of  great  importance  in  its  relation  to 
the  work  of  the  Scientific  and  Technical  Department  of  the 
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Imperial  Institute,  with  which  he  hopes  both  these  agencies 
in  India  will  be  brought  into  communication.  During  the 
year  there  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  total  number  of 
inquiries  made  in  the  Indian  Section,  and  amongst  them  the 
following  are  of  interest  to  the  drug-trade  : 

Podophyllum  E modi.— A  London  firm  of  chemists  asked  for 
the  name  of  an  Indian  firm  willing  to  supply  Podophyllum  Emodi 
in  quantities  of  from  1  cwt.  to  1  ton.  Their  letter  was  referred  to 
the  Reporter  on  Economic  Products.  A  City  broker  applied  for 
samples  of  Indian  podophyllum,  which  were  supplied,  and  he 
states  that  the  Indian  article  compares  favourably  with  the 
American,  and  is  prepared  to  buy  a  trial  consignment  of  1  ton  if 
the  price  is  reasonable.  This  application  was  also  referred  to 
India. 

Canary-seed  for  Cultivation  in  India.—  A  well-known  firm  of 
London  seedsmen  have  drawn  attention  to  the  very  high  price 
canary-seed  now  commands  in  tbis  country,  for  which  there  is 
a  large  demand,  and  it  was  suggested  that  it  might  be  profit- 
ably cultivated  in  India.  The  firm  offered  to  supply,  free  of 
charge,  a  trial  consignment  of  canary-seed  for  experimental 
cultivation  in  India;  their  offer  was  accepted,  and  a  supply  has 
been  forwarded  through  the  Reporter  on  Economic  Products. 

Creosote  for  India.— Through  the  Forestry  Department  in  India 
a  request  was  received  for  a  quotation  for  the  supply  of 
350,000  gals,  of  creosote.  Through  the  City  office  the  names  of 
firms  dealing  in  this  product  and  average  prices  were  obtained 
and  communicated  to  India. 

It  cannot  be  too  widely  known  that  the  Imperial  Institute 
has  a  City  office  at  49  Eastcheap,  E.G.,  where  on  certain  clays 
of  the  week  an  official  attends  to  interview  business  men  on 
subjects  connected  with  Indian  produce.  This  office  was 
opened  in  1902,  and  the  staff  have  already  been  of  service  in 
obtaining  information  on  questions  submitted  to  them. 


fIDetncal  (Sleanin^. 


Artificial  Feeding  of  Infants. 

In  an  address  on  this  subject  before  the  Hampstead 
Medical  Society,  Dr.  Robert  Hutchison  recommends  in  all 
cases  a  trial  first  of  all  of  cow's  milk  diluted  half-and-half 
with  water.  This  contains  almost  the  right  proportions  of 
proteid,  and  the  requisite  quantities  of  sugar  and  fat  to 
approximate  with  human  milk  may  be  supplied  by  the 
addition  of  one  teaspoonful  of  sugar  and  one  teaspoonful 
of  cream  to  every  4  oz.  of  the  mixture.  In  hot  weather, 
it  is  imperative  that  the  milk  should  be  boiled,  but  it 
should  not  be  kept  boiling  more  than  a  minute  or 
two.  The  simpler  the  bottle  used  the  better ;  the  best, 
according  to  Dr.  Hutchison,  being  the  simple  boat-bottle 
with  a  plain  rubber  teat  fitting  on  to  the  neck.  It  is 
likewise  important  to  see  that  the  hole  in  the  teat  is  large 
enough  without  being  too  large— one  which  permits  the 
milk  to  escape,  when  the  bottle  is  inverted,  at  the  rate  of 
about  one  drop  per  second.  If  diluted  cow's  milk  is  found 
unsuccessful,  the  next  best  thing  from  the  point  of  view 
of  digestibility  is  the  use  of  a  condensed  milk,  Nestle's 
being  quite  suitable.  This  failing,  the  superlative  of 
digestibility  in  Dr.  Hutchison's  opinion  is  peptonised  milk, 
prepared  by  means  of  Fairchild's  peptogenic  powders.  If 
even  after  peptonised  milk  the  child  obstinately  refuses  to 
gain  weight,  the  effect  of  f  gr.  of  hyd.  c.  cret.  three  times  a 
day  should  be  tried.  He  does  not  profess  to  be  able  to 
account  for  the  fact,  but  declares  that  in  many  cases  in  his 
own  experience  the  use  of  grey  powder  seems  positively  to 
fatten  the  child. 

Mosquito-preventive.— To  keep  off  mosquitoes,  the  advice  of 
one  who  has  tried  it  (according  to  Health)  is  to  throw  a  piece  of 
alum,  about  the  size  of  a  marble,  into  a  bowl  of  water,  and  wet 
the  face  and  hands  and  any  exposed  part  lightly  with  it.  Not  a 
mosquito  will,  it  is  asserted,  approach  you.Jl       n!M    W!u  ;c«rojt] 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  have  published  a  booklet 
entitled  "  Holidays  in  North  Germany  and  the  Harz  Mountains." 
This  will  interest  those  who  have  not  yet  decided  on  where  to 
spend  their  holidays,  as  greatly  increased  facilities  now  exist  for 
visiting  Berlin  and  the  interesting  old  towns  of  Brunswick, 
Hanover,  Hildesheim,  &c,  combined  with  the  picturesque  and 
little-known  Harz  Mountains  district. 


formulas 

for 

"  Known,  Admitted,  and  Approved"  Remedies. 


ONE  of  the  earliest  suggestions  to  meet  the  difficulty 
regarding  the  new  ruling  about  ailment-names,  and  the 
exemption  that  qualified  chemists  enjoy,  was  to  prepare  and 
publish  a  series  of  typical  formulas  for  known,  admitted,  and 
approved  remedies.  The  idea  was  that  qualified  chemists 
throughout  Great  Britain  would  make  their  preparations 
according  to  these  formulas,  so  that  one  set  would  do  for 
everybody.  The  suggestion  is  not  without  value,  but  it  does 
not  meet  the  real  difficulty  in  the  efficient  way  that  the 
collection  in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  will. 
Apart  from  the  latter  work  we  have  had  prepared  a  typical 
selection  of  formulas,  which  have  no  connection  with  those 
that  have  been  sent  in  by  our  subscribers  for  the  Diary. 
These  are  thoroughly  representative  of  the  medicines  whose 
different  denominations,  properties,  qualities,  virtues,  and 
efficacies  are  known,  admitted,  and  approved  of  in  the  pre- 
vention, cure,  or  relief  of  the  ailments  for  which  they  are 
employed.  Formulas  for  certain  other  medicines  and  popular 
toilet-preparations  are  included.  We  propose  to  print  a 
selection  of  these  from  time  to  time,  reserving  the  right  of 
republication  in  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas."  The  whole  of 
the  preparations  have  been  well  tested,  and  are  in  all  re- 
spects within  the  terms  of  Exemption  3. 

Chest -liniment. 


Tr.  capsici  fort. 
Lin,  camph.  co. 
Lin.  saponis  co. 


Si- 
Si- 

gxx. 


01.  olivfe 
Liq.  amm.  fort. 

01.  terebinth  

Aq.  ad  

M.S.  A 


3xij. 
5xx 


Chilhlain-liniment. 

§iv. 
oiv. 
5xx. 


01.  cajuputi  ... 
Lin.  sap.  co.  ... 
Lin.  camph.  co.  ad 

M. 

Corn- applications. 
i. 

Acid,  salicylic.         ...  Si)' 

Paraff.  dur  §iv. 

Paraff.  moll.  alb.  ...  Sviij. 
01.  gaulther  

M.S.A. 

it. 

Acid,  salicyl   Bjj- 

Ext.  cannab.  ind.     ...    3ij . 

Spt.  vini    §ij- 

Spt.  aether,  meth.  ...  §iij. 
Collodion    flex.  meth. 

ad    ...    Bxx. 

M. 

in. 

01.  origani    5ij. 

Liq.  fer.  perch,  fort.  ...  *>ij- 
Acid,  acetic,  glacial.  ...  §xx. 

M. 

IV. 

Acid,  salicylic.         ...  5ij . 

Ceraj  flav   Siv. 

Adipis   Sviij. 

01.  gaulther   5ij" 

M.SA. 

Rheumatic  Liniment. 

Lin.  bellad.  meth. 
Lin.  camph.  co. 
01.  cajuputi  ... 
Lin.  sipo.  meth.  ad 

M. 

Sprain-liniments. 
1. 

Tr.  opii   

Camphor  %]■ 

Lin.  sapo.  meth.  ad  ...  Bxx- 

M. 


Whooping-cough  Liniments. 


Camphor. 
01.  eucalypt. 
01.  olivse 

M.S.A. 

01.  caryoph. 
01.  succini 
01.  olivae  ai 

M. 


Si, 

Sxx. 


Sij. 

oviij. 

Bxx. 


Sviij. 
Sv. 

Bxx. 


Astringent  Lotion. 

Ext.  hamam.  dest.    ...  §x 

Spt.  vini  rect   Bv- 

Aq.  ad   Bxx. 

M. 

Lotions  for  Chapped  Hands. 
i. 

Acid,  carbol   5j. 

Glycerini    §x. 

Liq.  cocci    q.s. 

Aq.  rosae  ad    BKX' 

M. 

ii. 

Acid,  borici    Bj- 

Glycerini    Sx- 

Aq.  sambuci  ad        ...  Bxx. 

M. 

Cooling-lotion. 

Liq.  plumbi  subacet....  5ij- 
Spt.  vini  rect.  ...  5iv. 

Aq.  sambuci  ad        ...  Bxx' 
M. 

Drops  for  the  Ear. 

Acid,  carbol.  liq.       ...  5iv. 

Tr.  opii    Bj- 

Glycerini  ad   Bxx- 

M. 

Five  drops  to  be  poured  from 
a  warm  spoon  into  the  ear. 


544 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


September  26,  1903 


ftbe  fiscal  Question, 


CANADIAN  PREFERENTIAL  TARIFF. 

THE  question  of  the  day  is  "  To  what  extent,  if  any,  would 
a  preferential  tariff  with  our  Colonies  influence  the 
trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  1 "  So  far  our  Board  of  Trade 
figures  have  given  little  information  on  this  direct  question, 
and  not  much  more  in  regard  to  the  dcug-trade  and  its 
allies.  The  reply  need  not  be  altogether  one  of  conjecture, 
for  we  have  experience  with  Cxnada  to  go  upon,  and  the 
following  article  is  an  uncoloured  and  unparfcisan  statement 
in  regard  to  it  by  a  gentleman  connected  with  the  drug- 
trade  who  is  familiar  with  Canadian  and  colonial  trade. 


In  the  middle  of  1898— that  is,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
Canadian  fiscal  year  1899 — the  so-called  British  preferential 
tariff  came  into  operation  in  the  Dominion.  It  admitted 
British  manufactures  into  Canada  at  a  Customs  duty  25  per 
cent,  less  than  that  paid  upon  goods  from  other  sources — 
wines,  spirits,  and  tobacco  excepted.  Under  the  favouring 
differentiation  of  this  preference  come  goods  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  Bermuda,  the  British  West  Indies,  British 
Guiana,  British  India,  Ceylon,  and  the  Straits  Settlements. 
From  July  1,  1900,  the  rebate  of  25  per  cent,  was  increased 
to  33^  per  cent. 

The  latest  annual  Canadian  Customs  returns  published  are 
those  for  1902,  and  from  them  and  their  predecessors  we  are 
able  to  judge  if  the  preferential  tariff  has  justified  the  inten- 
tion and  the  hopes  of  its  promoters,  that  trade  formerly 
finding  its  way  from  the  United  States  and  continental  Europe 
should  be  held  within  the  Empire. 

In  each  of  the  years  1901  and  1902  the  duty  paid  upon 
British  goods  entering  Canada  under  the  preferential  tariff 
came  to  considerably  over  one  million  pounds  sterling.  As 
the  rebate  for  these  years  was  33^  per  cent.,  we  know  that  if 
no  preferential  tariff  had  existed,  and  if  goods  to  the  same 
value  had  been  purchased,  the  duty  collected  would  have 
been  greater  by  over  half-a-million  pounds  per  annum.  This 


Canadian  Dutiable  Imports. 
Respective  percentages  of  total  contributed  by  the  five  principal 


countries. 


is  Canada's  contribution  towards  making  the  Emp're  a  com- 
mercial entity. 

In  a  consideration  of  the  dutiable  imports  of  Canada  for 
the  last  decade  one  fact  is  apparent.  Britain's  percentage 
of  the  total,  which  had  steadily  declined  to  the  year  1898 
was  arrested  in  its  course,  and  during  the  last  five  years  it 


has  hugged  the  30-per-cent.  line  rather  closely.  No  one 
would  be  foolish  enough  to  assert  that  the  entire  credit  of 
this  halt  may  be  claimed  for  the  preferential  tariff,  but  the 
stoppage  of  the  serious  decline  in  our  percentage  of  Canada's 
dutiable  purchases  is  coincident  with  the  inauguration  of 
the  preferential  tariff,  which  cannot  but  be  held  responsible 
in  great  measure  for  the  change. 

We  choose  a  simple  diagram  to  illustrate  the  percentages 
of  dutiable  Canadian  imports  contributed  by  the  five 
principal  countries  bidding  for  Dominion  trade.  It  will  be 
observed  that  the  line  denoting  the  share  of  the  United 
States  ceased  to  soar  whenever  the  preferential  tariff  began 
to  operate.  Germany's  line  indicates  that  her  proportion  of 
Canadian  trade  is  considerably  less  than  it  was  in  1897.  The 
severe  commercial  depression  through  which  she  has  passed 
accounts  in  great  measure  for  this,  but  the  practical 
encouragement  of  the  rebate  in  our  favour  has  undoubtedly 
operated  to  her  disadvantage.  We  consider  this  whole  dia- 
gram particularly  instructive  in  view  of  the  prevalent  mis- 
conception and  frequent  erroneous  statements  made  in  this 
connection.  Thus  Mr.  Stead  in  last  month's  Review  of 
Reiisws  said  : 

In  Canada,  the  one  Colony  that  has  given  us  a  preference,  the 
result  has  been  that  whereas  English  imports  have  increased 
10  per  cent,  in  the  last  four  years,  German  imports,  upon  which  a 
special  tax  has  been  levie3,have  increased  23  per  cent.,  French 67, 
the  United  States  72,  ana  Belgium  245. 

It  is  left  for  the  uniformed  to  infer  from  this  that  the 
special  tax  against  German  products  has  been  operative 
during  these  four  years,  whereas  that  tax  came  into  force  at 


Dutiable  Drugs,  Dyes,  Chemicals  and  Medicines. 

the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  1902,  and  statistics  for  trade  since 
then  are  not  complete.  We  may  well  allow  the  table  to 
speak  for  itself,  but  keeping  in  mind  that  German  goods 


September  26,  1903  THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


545 


come  largely  via  Belgium,  and  are  credited  to  that 
country. 

Coming  to  the  departments  which  directly  concern  the 
trades  represented  by  this  journal,  we  reduce  the  figures  to 
diagrams,  and  these  are  so  eloquent  that  they  need  little 
exposition.  In  each  of  these  and  subsequent  diagrams  the 
lower  halves  give  the  value  of  Britain's  contributions  to 
Canadian  goods  in  the  classes  specified  by  each  title ;  and 
the  upper  halves  show  Britain's  percentage  of  the  total 
trade  in  the  specific  goods  dealt  with.  The  latter  is  the 
true  index  to  the  situation  in  a  study  of  the  comparative 
sources.  The  years  are  indicated  by  the  top  lines  of 
figures.  We  give  two  pairs  of  diagrams,  which  illustrate 
both  the  volumes  and  the  percentages  of  totals  in  drugs, 
dyes,  chemicals  and  medicines— dutiable  and  duty-free — 
supplied  by  the  United  Kingdom  for  consumption  in  Canada 
during  the  decade  endicg  June  30,  1902.  All  pharma- 
ceutical preparations  scheduled  in  the  British  or  United 
States  Pharmacopoeias  or  in  the  French  Codex,  except  pills 
(not  pill-mass)  and  medicinal  plasters,  are  admitted  duty 
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Drugs,  Djtes,  Chemicals,  and  Medicines  (Free). 

Upper  diagram,  Britain's  per  cent,  of  total  imports. 
Lower  diagram,  value  of  Britain's  share. 


free.  All  preparations  containing  alcohol  pay  50  per  cent, 
of  their  value  ;  no  preferential  rebate  is  given.  The  majority 
of  drugs  and  chemicals  pay  25  per  cent.,  exceptions  being 
muriatic  and  nitric  acids  and  cod-liver  oil,  20  per  cent. ; 
pomades  (floral),  15  per  cent. ;  and  non  alcoholic  perfumery 
and  paraffin  wax,  30  per  cent.  There  are  also  specific  duties 
on  opium  and  acetic  acid.  The  word  "  dyes  "  is  rather  out 
of  place  in  the  tables  of  dutiable  drugs,  as  practically  no 
dyes  enter  Canada  which  have  to  pay  Customs  tribute.  All 
crude  drugs  and  chemicals  used  in  manufacturing  are  duty 
free.  These  few  facts  and  the  knowledge  that  the  British 
preference  is  now  33^  per  cent,  from  the  scheduled  duty, 
enable  us  to  form  some  estimate  of  Canada's  drug  imports. 
The  drug-exports  from  the  United  States  to  Canada  during 
1902  were  distributed  as  follows  : 


Muriatic  and  nitric  acids   

8,140 

Glycerin... 

...  15,970 

Liquorice   

...  22,947 

Proprietary  medicines,  liquid 

...  60,775 

Proprietary  medicines,  other  forms 

...  216,993 

Bicarbonate  of  soda  ... 

...  38,514 

Vaseline 

8,341 

All  other  sorts  

...  388,645 

Germany's  share  of  the  glycerin  supplied  used  to  be  im- 
portant, but  it  vanished  altogether  in  1901,  and  did  not 
reappear  in  1902.  German  camphor,  which  half-a-dozen 
years  ago  went  to  Canada  in  large  quantities,  had  in  1902 
fallen  to  little  more  than  one  sixth  of  its  1898  value. 


The  dutiable  diagram  dermnstrates  the  influence  of  the 
preferential  tariff.     Comparing  1897  and  1S02,  it  will  be 


•'■"<]  Fertilisers  (Dutiable). 

Upper  diagram,  Britain's  per  cent,  of  total  imports. 
Lower  diagram,  value  of  Britain's  share. 


Glue,  Glue-stock,  and  Mucilage. 
Upper  diagram,  Britain's  per  cent,  of  total  imports. 
Lower  diagram,  value  of  Britain's  share. 


seen  that  the  U.K.  percentage  of  duty-free  drugs  has 
fallen  almost  50  per  cent.,  while  dutiable  drugs  have 
almost  doubled  ;  but— there  is  a  "  but."  On  comparing  1901 
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and  1902,  we  find  that,  while  the  latter  year  is  above  1900  in 
volume,  both  in  volume  and  percentage  it  is  much  below 
1901.  The  returns  for  1903  will  show  if  we  are  receding. 
One  point  is  worth  noting.  The  fall  in  value  from  1901  to 
1902  represents  rather  more  than  30,000/.  If  perchance 
large  imports  of  drugs  by  a  few  Canadian  wholesale  houses 
reached  Canadian  ports  from  this  country  just  before  July  1, 
1901,  they  would  appear  in  the  returns  for  1901,  whereas  a 
few  days  later  would  have  sent  them  to  swell  the  figures 
for  the  following  year.  If  something  of  this  sort  happened, 
it  would  partly  explain  the  great  increase  in  1901  and  the 
heavy  fall  in  1902. 

Certain  fertilisers  enter  Canada  without  duty  impost. 
These  include  phosphate  rock,  kainite  or  German  potash 
salts,  German  mineral  potash,  bone  dust,  bone  black,  bone 
ash,  and  all  animal  and  vegetable  manures.  Our  rout  has 
been  complete  in  this  department.  Half-a-dozen  years  ago 
we  supplied  almost  50  per  cent,  of  the  total,  while  last  year 
we  had  sunk  to  a  miserable  #300  out  of  a  total  of  #123,154. 
The  United  States  had  supplied  almost  the  whole  of  this,  but 
last  year  Australia  came  forward  and  sent  about  #10,000 
worth.  Manufactured  or  compounded  fertilisers  are  charged 
10  per  cent,  duty,  from  which  our  rebate  of  33^  per  cent,  is 
taken.  Canada's  total  purchases  of  dutiable  fertilisers  for 
1902  were  valued  at  17,000/.,  and  we  sent  an  insignificant 
portion.  In  1899  our  share  all  but  vanished,  and  last  year  it 
was  7J  per  cent,  of  the  total. 

Canada's  requirements  in  the  way  of  sheet,  liquid,  or 
powdered  glue,  mucilage,  gelatin,  and  isinglass  seem  to  have 
been  met  by  us  to  a  greater  extent  since  1897.    The  duty  is 


Soap. 

Upper  diagram,  Britain's  per  cent,  of  total  imports. 
Lower  diagram,  value  of  Britain's  share. 

25  per  cent.,  so  that  for  two  years  after  1898  it  stood  at 
18}  per  cent,  to  us,  and  during  the  following  two  years  at 
16§  per  cent.  We  are  still,  however,  far  behind  both  the 
United  States  and  Germany  for  these  substances.  The  former 
country  contributes  about  half  of  the  total,  and  the  latter 
just  twice  as  much  as  we  do.  France  is  some  way  behind  us 
with  good  sheet  glue,  used  chiefly  by  furniture  and  musical- 
instrument  manufacturers. 


The  soap  tables  reveal  a  curious  condition  of  thiDgs.  Let 
us  look  at  the  duties  upon  various  kinds  of  soap.  Common 
or  laundry  soap  is  charged  lc.  per  lb.,  Castile  scap  double 
that,  harness  soap  25  per  cent,  of  value,  soap-powders  30  per 


Spices. 

Upper  diagram,  Britain's  per  cent,  of  total  imports. 
Lower  diagram,  value  of  Britain's  share. 

cent.,  and  all  other  sorts,  including  toilet-soaps,  35  per  cent. 
French  soaps  have  increased  their  hold  until  last  year  the 
value  sent  was  more  than  double  that  for  1898.  Still  France 
sent  only  16  per  cent,  of  the  total  value  imported.    This  was 


Subgical  Belts,  Trusses,  and  Suspensory  Bandages. 

Upper  diagram,  Britain's  per  cent,  of  total  imports. 
Lower  diagram,  value  of  Britain's  share. 

chiefly  fancy  soaps,  which  claim  a  value  out  of  all  propor- 
tion to  their  bulk.  Most  of  the  soap  imported  is  ordinary 
household,  and  our  makers  have  fallen  before  the  assault  of 
American  soapmakers,  who  have  now  three-fourths  of  the 
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trade.  So  that  preference  is  beaten  by  the  contiguity  of  the 
Chicago  stockyards. 

We  do  not  grow  spices  in  these  islands,  but  London  is  still 
the  chief  spice-market  of  the  world.  Ground  spices  are 
subject  to  25  per  cent,  duty,  and  unground  spices  to  half 


$  13.000 


Optical,  Philosophical,  and  Mathematical  Instruments 
(Dutiable). 

Upper  diagram,  Britain's  per  cent,  of  total  imports. 
Lower  diagram,  value  of  Britain's  share. 

that  impost.  The  United  States  now  supplies  to  Canada  not 
quite  half  the  value  Great  Britain  does,  although  in  1898  she 
held  the  greater  share.  British  East  Indies  began  to  send 
important  parcels  of  spices  direct  after  the  institution  of 
the  preferential  tariff,  and  maintain  their  share. 

The  next  pair  of  diagrams  show  the  surgical  belts,  trusses, 
and  suspensory  bandages  sent  from  this  country  to  the 
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Optical,  Philosophical,  and  Mathematical  Instruments 
(Duty  Free). 

Upper  diagram,  Britain's  per  cent,  of  total  imports. 
Lower  diagram,  value  of  Britain's  share. 

Dominion  during  the  period  under  review.  These  last  two 
years  a  payment  of  2001.  per  annum  has  discharged  the  bill. 
Although  the  total  purchases  of  these  goods  are  not  large 
in  value,  it  is  apparent  that  our  makers  have  either  been 
deaf  to  Canada's  preference  in  their  favour  or  have  allowed 
American  makers  to  hold  the  market. 

The  diagrams  which  show  the  British  exports  of  optical 


and  other  instruments  to  Canada  bring  our  sketches  to  a 
close.  The  duty-free  list  in  this  class  includes  surgical  and 
dental  instruments  of  every  description,  also  any  scientific  in- 
struments imported  for  use  in  any  Canadian  school,  college,  or 
scientific  institution.  Spectacles  are  not  included  in  this  class, 
being  put  inappropriately  under  "  Glassware."  The  dutiable 
instruments  comprise  magic-lanterns  and  slides,  photographic 
apparatus,  drawing  instruments,  and  even  tape  lines,  on  all 
of  which  the  scheduled  duty  is  25  per  cent.  Again  the 
United  States  claims  the  greater  share.  A  few  years  ago 
Britain  was  second,  France  third,  and  Germany  a  bad  fourth. 
Recently  France  and  the  United  Kingdom  have  exchanged 
places  in  order  of  importance  in  dutiable  goods,  but  in  the 
duty-free  section  Germany  has  recently  made  great  head- 
way at  the  expense  of  this  country,  being  now  responsible 
for  a  share  twice  as  large  as  ours,  and  13  per  cent,  of  the  total 
value. 

These  are  all  the  classes  of  goods  which  are  directly  inte- 
resting to  the  drug-trade,  and  such  as  they  are  they  demon- 
strate that  preference  has  done  little  for  our  export  trade  to 
Canada. 

[The  next  article  of  this  series  will  be  by  Mr.  T.  Tyrer,  and 
will  deal  with  "  Duties  on  Imports  and  Exports  in  1819  "  so 
far  as  they  relate  to  chemicals  and  drugs.] 


IRo^al  pbotOGrapMc  Society 

THE  forty-eighth  annual  exhibition  of  this  Society  opened 
on  September  24  at  the  New  Gallery,  Regent  Street,  W., 
and  remains  open  until  the  end  of  October.  There  are 
nearly  four  hundred  photographs  submitted  in  the  competi- 
tive part  of  the  Exhibition,  but  there  are  several  hundred 
other  pictures  in  the  "invitation"  and  trade  sections. 
Taken  as  a  whole,  the  show  is  equal  to  any  of  the  previous 
ones,  and  all  departments  of  the  art-science  are  well  repre- 
sented. In  the  architectural  photographs  the  management 
of  the  lighting  should  particularly  be  noticed,  as,  although 
some  of  the  effects  are  undoubtedly  obtained  by  after-treat- 
ment, it  is  these  touches  in  conjunction  with  technical 
excellence  which  distinguish  the  photographs  from  average 
productions.  The  same  remarks  apply  to  the  examples  of 
landscape-photography,  but  other  factors  are  also  concerned. 
Take  one  of  the  medalled  pictures— for  instance,  that  entitled 
"  Fenland  "  (No.  144),  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Gear ;  here  the  subject  is 
so  ordinary— windmill,  farm-buildings,  and  stretch  of  level 
country— that  one  instinctively  wonders  why  it  charms.  If, 
however,  the  poise  and  tones  are  taken  into  consideration, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  harmony  is  not  the  result  of  chance, 
but  of  careful  thought  and  arrangement.  Such  an  exhibition 
is  a  useful  lesson  to  photographic  chemists  whose  advice  is 
asked  on  all  manner  of  subjects  by  amateurs. 

The  other  medalled  pictures  are  "  Towing  the  Barge  "  (75) ; 
"  An  Italian  Fruit-stall "  (131)  ;  "  The  Awakening  "  (167) ; 
"The  Eastern  Crypt,  Winchester "  (215)  ;  a  portrait  (316); 
and  "  Lassitude  "  (356). 

In  the  technical  section  there  are  some  good  radiographs 
and  balloon  photographs.  Mr.  Troth  exhibits  botanical 
photographs,  amongst  which  is  one  of  Sanguinaria  canadensis. 
Sir  W.  T.  Thiselton-Dyer  lends  a  series  of  similar  produc- 
tions, amongst  which  is  a  photograph  of  Rheum  nobile  from 
Sikkim,  Himalaya.  This  resembles  the  medicinal  rhubarb, 
but  the  root  is  inert.  Another  photograph  in  this  section 
which  the  chemist  should  note  is  a  copy  of  a  print  by  Mr.  J. 
H  Player.  It  is  a  positive  from  a  negative  obtained  by 
allowing  yellow  light  to  pass  through  chloride  or  bromo- 
chloride  paper  on  to  the  picture  copied;  the  camera  not 
being  called  into  use  at  all.  The  photomicrographs  shown 
are  also  excellent,  and  most  of  them  are  of  medical  or 
pharmaceutical  interest. 

The  trade  section  is  represented  by  Wellington  &  \\ard, 
J  H  Dallmeyer  (Limited),  Sanger  Shepherd  &  Co.,  Griffin, 
C  P  Goerz,  W.  Watson  &  Sons,  Geo.  Houghton  &  Son 
(Limited),  the  Brooks- Watson  Daylight  Camera  Company 
(Limited),  and  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co. 


The  import  of  drugs  and  chemicals  into  Nagasaki,  Japan, 
during  1902  was  insignificant,  the  largest  item  being  for  caustic 
soda,  2,8977.,  the  whole  of  which  came  from  the  United  Kingdom. 
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THE  twenty-ninth  annual  meetirjg  of  the  National  Whole- 
sale Druggists'  Association  was  held  at  the  Hotel 
Somerset,  Boston,  U.S.A.,  in  the  week  beginning  Monday, 
September  7,  and  the  Proprietary  Association  of  America 
also  held  its  annual  meeting  at  the  same  place,  although  at 
different  hours,  to  allow  the  members  of  the  two  Associations 
to;  attend  each  other's  meeting.  The  business  sessions  of 
both  associations  were  confined  to  the  four  days  beginning 
on  Tuesday  morning,  and  the  remainder  of  the  week  was 
given  up  to  socialities. 

President's  Address. 
Mr.  William  A.  Hover,  of  Denver,  in  his  presidential  address 
to  the  N.W.D.A.,  dwelt  at  length  on  the  evils  of  cutting, 
and  other  trade  matters.  He  called  attention  to  some 
obnoxious  features  of  the  jobbing  trade  which  required 
correction,  and  which  he  said  might  be  remedied  by 
concerted  action.  The  boxing  and  cartage  charge  should  be 
reinstated,  he  thought,  and  an  attempt  should  be  made  to 
get  manufacturing  chemists  together  to  stop  rate-cutting, 
and  to  make,  regulate,  and  control  prices.  He  suggested  a 
committee  to  take  up  the  subject  with  the  manufacturers 
of  chemicals,  as  distinguished  from  the  manufacturers  of 
drugs,  the  rate-cutting  in  the  former  line  prevailing  to  a  far 
greater  extent  than  in  the  latter.  The  President  made  a 
strong  plea  for  an  increase  in  jobber's  discounts  from  proprie- 
tary-medicine makers.  The  average  cost  of  doing  business 
had,  it  was  pointed  out,  increased  over  former  years  until  it 
now  averaged  throughout  the  country  at  large  from  11J  to 
12  per  cent,  without  including  interest  on  investments. 
Regarding  the  finances  of  the  Association,  President  Hover 
said  it  had  been  necessary  to  appeal  to  the  membership  for 
additional  sums  of  money  to  liquidate  current  and  estimated 
maturing  expenses.  The  Proprietary  Committee  of  the 
Association  was  doing  important  work,  and  it  was  perfectly 
proper  and  just  that  the  Association  should  furnish  its 
chairman  with  all  assistance  and  material  required  for  the 
proper  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  his  office. 

THE  MILES  PLAN. 

Finally  President  Hover  dealt  with  the  operation  of  the 
Miles  Plan,  and  was  listened  to  with  the  closest  attention. 
He  said  : 

The.  consideration  of  the  so-called  "Miles  Plan,"  which  has 
now  been  in  operation  for  somewhat  less  than  a  year,  is  an  effort 
in  the  direction  indicated.  To  this  plan,  so  far  as  it  applies  to 
the  articles  manufactured  and  placed  upon  the  market  by  the 
Miles  Medical  Company,  this  Association  is  committed.  Whether 
or  not  the  extension  of  this  plan  as  applied  to  proprietary  articles 
in  general  can  be  successfully  carried  out,  is  a  question  deserving 
your  very  careful  consideration.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  during 
the  course  of  our  session  full  expression  will  be  given  to  the 
merits  and  demerits  of  the  Eestricted  Price  and  Serial  Numbers 
Plan,  from  a  jobber's  standpoint. 

The  consideration  of  any  plan  regulating  the  sale  of  proprietary 
articles  involves  the  interests  of  three  parties— the  proprietor,  the 
jobber,  and  the  retailer.  Any  plan  that  does  not  contemplate  a 
fair  consideration  of  the  rights  of  all  the  three  pirties  interested 
cannot  succeed.  In  the  agitation  of  this  question  and  its  applica- 
tion to  the  interests  of  the  jobber  it  must  be  borne  in  mind — 

1.  That  the  sale  of  proprietary  articles  constitutes  from  56  to 
60  per  cent,  of  the  jobber's  gross  sales. 

2.  That  the  actual  expense  of  conducting  a  wholesale  business, 
as  shown  by  statistics,  is  from  11  to  12  per  cent,  of  the  gross 
volume  of  sales. 

3.  That  owing  to  the  vast  increase  in  the  sales  of  proprietary 
articles  in  subquantity  lots,  the  gross  profit  of  handling  these 
articles  has  been  materially  reduced  and  will  not  now  average  to 
exceed  10  per  cent ,  and  in  my  judgment  it  will  be  even  less  than 
that  figure. 

4.  That  any  plan  which  involves  the  expenditure  of  extra  time 
and  money  to  a  degree  that  will  increase  the  percentage  cost  of 
doing  business  without  adequate  compensation  is  absolutely 
impossible  from  the  jobber's  standpoint. 

In  taking  these  things  into  consideration  it  is  not  a  question  of 
willingness  or  a  lack  of  proper  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
jobber,  but  the  very  existence  of  his  business  is  involved.  The 
average  expense  and  the  average  gross  profit  of  the  wholesale 
house  of  to-day  are  so  dangerously  near,  and  the  irresistible  drift 
of  the  expense  account  is  so  continuously  and  persistently  upward, 
as  to  leave  little  or  no  opportunity  for  discretion  on  the  part  of 
the  jobber. 


At  the  conclusion  of  the  address  the  Treasurer's  Report 
was  submitted,  showing  a  balance  on  hand  of  $5,313.  The 
Report  of  the  Secretary  was  also  read,  the  number  of  active 
members  being  231,  and  the  number  of  associate  members 
169,  making  a  total  of  400.  At  the  second  session,  on  Tues- 
day afternoon,  Mr.  C.  F.  Shoemaker  read  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Credit  and  Collections,  advocating  the  support 
of  credit  associations,  the  abolition  of  receipts  for  remit- 
tances, and  a  reform  in  the  currency.  This  was  followed 
by  a  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Boxes  and  Cartage,  after 
which  Mr.  Thomas  F.  Main,  of  New  York,  read  an  exhaustive 
Report  on  Fire  Assurance  in  the  Drug  Trade,  giving  statistics 
as  to  rates  paid  by  members  of  the  N.W.D.A. 

Mr.  Charles  H.  Camp  reported  for  the  Committee  on 
Trade-marks,  and  made  several  suggestions  bearing  on  the 
best  available  method  of  fighting  unfair  competition.  Re- 
viewing the  trade-mark  legislation  of  the  year,  the  Committee 
called  attention  to  decisions  bearing  upon  the  broad  principle 
that  a  geographical  name  cannot  be  adopted  as  a  trade- 
mark. The  Committee  fears  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  the 
courts  to  carry  this  doctrine  to  an  extreme,  and  the  case  of 
Allan  B.  Wrisley  Company  v.  Iowa  Soap  Company,  decided 
in  the  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  was  cited  in  evidence.  The 
report  gave  a  number  of  interesting  decisions  bearing  on  the 
validity  of  certain  trade-marks,  the  California  Fig-syrup  case 
coming  in  for  extended  notice.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  has  decided  that  the  California  Fig-syrup 
Company  have  no  property  right  in  the  name  "  Syrup  of 
Figs."  The  fate  of  American  trade-marks  in  foreign  countries 
was  next  touched  upon,  as  was  also  trade-mark  registration 
in  Germany. 

The  report  was  referred  without  action  to  the  Board  of 
Control. 

National  Legislation. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Legislation,  submitted  by 
Mr.  N.  Kline,  of  Philadelphia,  was  devoted  to  statements 
covering  the  action  of  the  Committee  on  the  four  matters 
submitted  to  them  for  consideration  at  the  Monterey  meeting 
in  October,  1902.  These  were  :  1.  The  securing,  if  possible, 
of  the  passage  of  the  Joy  Bill,  reducing  the  tax  on  distilled 
spirit  from  $1.10  to  70c.  per  gal.  2.  The  passage  of  the 
National  Pure  Food  law.  3.  The  passage  of  a  Bill  correcting 
the  United  States  Treasury  decision,  under  which  crude 
drugs  preserved  by  alcohol  sufficient  to  prevent  fermentation 
are  classed  as  alcoholic  compounds.  4.  The  recommendation 
favouring  the  Bill  known  as  the  Lovering  Bill.  The  passage  of 
this  Bill  would  enable  American  manufacturers  of  chemicals, 
pharmaceuticals,  and  other  articles  in  the  manufacture  of 
which  alcohol  enters,  to  compete  successfully  with  foreign 
countries,  because  they  would  practically  secure  tax-free 
alcohol  for  manufactured  articles  used  for  export. 

In  a  discussion  which  followed  Mr.  Kline  said  :  "  The 
Germans  have  come  in  here  and  established  a  business  in 
New  York  that  exceeds  in  amount  of  sales  the  largest 
manufacturers  of  chemicals  in  the  United  States,  and  why  1 
Because  they  have  been  fostered  by  their  own  Government. 
Their  chemicals  are  sold  in  every  drug-store  in  the  United 
States." 

Freight  rates  was  the  subject  of  a  report  by  the  Transporta- 
tion Committee,  and  with  the  reading  and  discussion  of 
this  the  Tuesday  session  ended.  At  the  third  session, 
on  Wednesday  morning,  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Proprietary  Goods  was  first  taken.  This  report  was  enthu- 
siastic in  its  praise  for  the  rebate  plan ;  it  also  referred  to 
the  friendly  relations  with  the  N.A.R.D.,  and  stated  its 
objections  to  the  Miles  Plan.  The  successful  ending  of  the 
suit  against  the  Association  brought  by  John  B.  Park  &  Sons 
Company  received  fitting  mention,  the  report  concluding 
with  an  account  of  the  extension  of  local  organisations 
among  the  wholesale  drug-trade,  and  accessions  to  the  list 
of  supporters  of  the  tripartite  plan  among  proprietors. 

The  N.A.R.D. 

The  President  then  invited  Mr.  Thomas  V.  Wooten, 
Secretary  of  the  National  Association  of  Retail  Druggists,  to 
address  the  members  on  behalf  of  that  body.  He  sub- 
mitted a  memorandum  on  the  subject  of  "  cutting,"  and  the 
following  is  a  short  extract  from  it. 

That  the  present  condition  of  the  retail  drug-trade  is  unsatis- 
tory  to  thousands  of  retail  druggists,  and  that  there  are  the  very 
best  of  reasons  for  this  dissatisfaction,  must  be  universally 
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admitted.  The  retailers  of  hundreds  of  communities  throughout 
the  country,  through  no  fault  of  their  own  and  in  spite  of  the 
long  hours  of  strenuous  and  persistent  and  patient  effort  which 
they  have  put  forth — an  effort  which,  if  exerted  in  circumstances 
less  unfavourable,  would  yield  results  commensurate  with  the 
deserts  of  these  hard-working  men — are  reduced  to  the  narrow 
limitations  of  a  precarious  living.  There  are  in  the  United  States, 
according  to  Dun's  latest  list,  a  few  hundred  more  than  40,000 
retail  druggists.  Many  of  these  druggists  are  prosperous  now, 
but  there  is  hardly  a  man  among  them  who  does  not  realise  that 
he  is  liable  to  be  reduced,  at  any  time,  through  the  machinations 
of  some  aggressive  cutters  (one  is  all  that  is  needed  to  accomplish 
the  feat)  to  the  wants  of  those  who  are  compelled  to  begin  the 
consumption  even  in  the  prime  of  their  mature  manhood  and 
womanhood,  of  the  substance  they  have  laid  up  for  a  rainy  day 
or  for  old  age.  Do  not,  gentlemen,  suppose  for  a  moment  that 
we  are  asking  sympathy  for  these  people;  far  from  it.  "Whit  we 
do  ask  on  their  behalf  is  justice.  No  more,  no  less,  than  simple 
justice.  We  ask  for  them  that  proper  recognition  be  given  to 
their  corporation  in  creating  a  demand  for  the  very  goods  that 
cutters  are  now  using  to  irreparably  damage  the  business  to 
which  thousands  of  us  have  devoted  and  are  devoting  the  best 
years  of  our  lives.  Nor  is  it  the  retailers  alone  who  suffer. 
Who  is  it  that  systematically  besmirches  the  character  of,  and 
whenever  he  finds  it  necessary  destroys  the  good  name  of  well- 
known  proprietaries,  names  which  the  proprietors  have  spent 
months  and  years  in  making  a  valuable  property  '?  Answer  :  The 
aggressive  cutter.  Who  is  it  that  inflicts  upon  the  jobber  the 
worst  injury  the  jobber  can  sustain  ?— namely,  to  reduce  the 
purchasing  power,  to  lower  the  paying  power  of  the  jobber's 
natural  friend  and  ally  ?  Answer  :  The  aggressive  cutter.  Who 
is  it  that  is  degrading  the  profession  of  pharmacy,  one  of  the 
noblest  of  all  callings,  by  lowering  the  moral  tone  of  those  upon 
whose  integrity  may  depend  your  own  life,  the  lives  of  those  you 
love,  the  lives  of  the  whole  community,  as  well  as  the  reputation 
of  the  medical  profession  ?    Answer  :  The  aggressive  cutter. 

li  Commercial  travellers "  was  the  subject  of  the  nest 
report.  They  were  looked  upon  as  a  necessary  but  expensive 
evil  to  the  wholesaler.  Mr.  J.  L.  Hopkins  followed  with  an 
interesting  report  on  "Adulterated  Drugs,"  in  the  course  of 
which  he  said  the  American  manufacturer  of  morphine  is 
handicapped  by  the  governmental  standard  for  opium,  inas- 
much as  he  is  unable  to  purchase  for  manufacturing-pur- 
poses a  low  grade  of  opium,  which,  based  upon  its  alkaloidal 
value,  he  could  obtain  upon  a  relatively  lower  cost  than  the 
standard  grade  required  for  dispensing. 

At  the  fourth  session,  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  Mr.  C.  F. 
Shoemaker  was  elected  President,  and  Mr.  Lucien  B.  Hall,  as 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Control,  submitted  reports  from 
that  body  upon  the  reports  of  various  committees  which 
had  been  referred  to  it  from  time  to  time.  The  fifth  session 
was  held  on  Thursday  morning,  and!most  of  the  time  was  occu- 
pied with  a  discussion  on  the  tripartite  plan.  New  members 
were  elected,  and  New  Orleans  was  selected  as  the  next 
meeting-place. 

The  P.A.  of  A. 

At  the  proceedings  of  the  Proprietary  Association  the 
business  was  mostly  executive.  The  most  interesting  feature 
of  the  session  was  the  report  of  Dr.  Stowell,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Advertising.  This  report,  however,  was  con- 
sidered of  a  confidential  character,  and  was  therefore  not 
made  public.  Mr.  Thomas  L.  Leeming,  chairman  of  the 
delegates  to  attend  this  year's  meeting  of  the  Proprietary 
Articles  Trade  Association  of  Canada,  announced  that  this 
Association  had  held  no  meeting  during  the  year.  He  had, 
however,  been  kept  apprised  of  the  situation  in  Canada  by 
his  Montreal  partner,  Henry  Miles,  of  LeemiEg,  Miles  &  Co., 
the  President  of  the  Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association 
of  Canada.  He  said  that  the  legislation  at  Ottawa  and  in 
the  several  provinces  of  Canada  was  constantly  watched  by 
men  on  the  spot.  Mr.  Leeming  called  attention  to  a  matter 
which  the  Canadian  Association  will  shortly  be  called  upon 
to  take  up.  A  price-restrictive  plan  has  been  adopted  by 
some  proprietors  at  the  instance  of  the  Ketail  Association  at 
Toronto,  but  the  Canadian  Association,  he  said,  had  not  yet 
pronounced  upon  the  plan.  Mr.  Leeming  deemed  it  ad- 
visable for  all  manufacturers  of  proprietary  articles  doing 
business  in  Canada  and  located  in  the  United  States  to 
affiliate  with  the  Canadian  Association,  because  it  could  not 
be  known  in  advance  at  what  moment  they  might  be  called 
upon  to  join  hands  and  fight  for  their  interests.  Mr.  D.  S. 
Chamberlain,  of  Des  Moines,  was  afterwards  elected  Presi- 
dent, and  this  brought  the  session  to  a  close. 


Statistical  Tear  Book  of  Canada  (1902).  By  George 
Johnson,  F.S.S.  |Pp.  729.  London  :  High  Commissioner 
for  Canada. 

The  eighteenth  annual  edition  of  this  useful  publication  has 
just  been  issued  by  the  Canadian  Department  of  Agriculture. 
The  volume  covers  everything  a  commercial  man  wants  to 
know  about  Canada,  including  its  trade,  commerce,  agri- 
culture, financial  operations,  railways  and  canals,  &c,  and  is 
a  valuable  addition  to  the  reference  library ;  it  may  be 
obtained  gratis  from  the  High  Commissioner  for  Canada, 
17  Victoria  Street,  S.W. 

Radium  and  other  Radio-active  Substances :  Polonium, 
Actinium,  and  Thorium.  By  W.  J.  Hammer.  9£  x  6. 
Pp.  72.  5.9.  net.  London :  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
&  Co.  (Limited). 

A  lecture  delivered  at  a  meeting  of  the  American  In- 
stitute of  Electrical  Engineers  and  the  American  Electro- 
chemical Society,  New  York,  last  April.  It  is  interesting  as 
giving  what  was  known  of  radium  up  to  that  time,  but  our 
knowledge  of  this  marvellous  element  has  moved  rapidly 
since  then.  The  book  is  copiously  illustrated,  and  contains 
supplementary  chapters  on  selenium  and  the  treatment  of 
disease  by  ultra-violet  rays.  Mr.  Hammer's  book  is  one  of  the 
earliest  published  on  radium,  on  which  an  extensive  biblio- 
graphy already  exists  in  current  literature. 

The  Anilysis  of  Oils  and  Allied  Substances.  By  A.  C. 
Wright,  M.A.,  B.Sc.  8f  x  5J.  Pp.  241.  9s.  net. 
London  :  Crosby  Lockwood  &  Son. 

The  purpose  of  this  book  is  stated  as  being  to  form  a 
laboratory-guide  for  chemists  who  are  not  extensively  en- 
gaged in  oil-analysis  and  who  have  to  deal  only  with  a 
limited  number  of  oils.  A  good  selection  of  the  chief 
physical  properties  and  chemical  tests  for  oils  is  given.  The 
plans  has  been  adopted  of  referring  to  abstracts  in  the 
Journal  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  instead  of  to 
original  papers,  a  method  which  is  less  trouble  to  the  author 
but  causes  much  more  work  for  a  reader  who  wishes  to 
obtain  fuller  information  on  any  point.  It  also  leads  one  to 
suspect  that  the  author  has  not  consulted  the  original 
papers.  Lanoline  is  designated  "  wool-wax,"  in  accordance 
with  Lewkowitsch's  suggestion,  but  that  is  a  term  which  is 
never  likely  to  be  used  to  any  extent,  as  "  wool-fat "  has 
had  a  start  of  many  years  and  is,  moreover,  used  officially. 
The  book  is  a  good  resume  of  the  present  state  of  the  che- 
mistry of  fixed  oils  and  fats,  the  matter  being  presented  in  a 
form  which  students  and  beginners  will  appreciate. 

A  Short  Manual  of  Analytical  Chemistry.  By  John  Muter, 
Ph.D.,  F.I.C."  9th  ed.  Pp.  xiv.  and  235.  London: 
Bailliere,  Tindall  &  Cox. 

Muter's  ':  Chemistry  "  has  always  been  a  useful  book, 
and  we  congratulate  the  author  on  the  necessity  for  a  ninth 
edition.  This  differs  from  the  eighth  in  a  number  of 
alterations  and  corrections,  without  any  extension  of  the 
ground  covered.  The  plan  of  the  book  is  well  known.  It  is 
divided  into  the  two  main  portions,  qualitative  and  quanti- 
tative analyses,  these  being  further  subdivided  into  im- 
portant headings.  Originally  c  nly  a  student's  examination- 
guide,  it  has  now  become  a  work  of  fuller  design,  and  meets 
a  want  in  those  laboratories  where  matters  pharmaceutical 
only  occasionally  require  attention.  Here  the  analyst  will 
find  outlines  of  much  useful  information  that  he  wants,  and 
is  put  on  the  track  of  a  process  which  may  be  quite  new  to 
him.  The  systematic  schemes  fcr  quantitative  and  qualita- 
tive analyses  are  all  that  could  be  desired.  But  we  think  the 
old  barbarous  names  of  "  Mercurosum  "  and  "  Mercuricum '' 
might  now  be  dropped  ;  two  names  for  the  metal  iron,  or  for 
silver,  or  for  numerous  other  elements  would  be  just  as 
proper.  Under  the  g'eneial  methods  of  organic  analysis 
many  most  useful  processes  are  described,  and  this  section 
will  be  found  particularly  valuable  to  pharmacists  engaged 
in  analytical  work. 
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ftraoe^marte  Hpplieo  for. 


Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned  application 
should  be  lodged  with  0.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  O.B.,  Oomptroller-General  of 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks,  at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampto  n 
Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.O.,  within  one  month  of  tte 
dates  mentioned.  The  objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marrs 
Form  J,  cost  £1,  obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  September  16,  1903.) 
"Seccotine";  for  glues,  adhesives,  gums  in  Classes  3  and  39. 
By  McCaw,  Stevenson  &  Orr  (Limited),  Loopbridge,  Belfast, 
255,606,  255,799,  and  255,607. 

Device  of  a  mallet  and  the  wording  "  Mallet  Brand  "  ;  for 
goods  in  Class  1.  By  Foster,  Mason  &  Harvey,  26  Grange 
Road,  Bermondsey,  S.E.  255,915. 

"  Trico  "  ;  for  goods  in  Class  1.  By  Denison  &  Co.,  53  Regent 
Street,  Kingston-upon-Hull.  256,073. 

Combination  of  devices ;  for  cliemicals  in  Classes  1  and  3.  By 
Alwyne  Dyson  (Limited),  67  Grainger  Street,  Newcastle  on- 
Tyne.    256,100  and  256,101. 

"  Westrumite  "  ("Westrurn"  disclaimed)  ;  for  a  fluid  disin- 
fectant. By  P.  L.  D.  Perry.  19  St.  Dunstan's  Hill,  E.C. 
256,265. 

"  Gurmine  "  ("  Germ  "  disclaimed) ;  for  pharmaceutical  products. 
By  Meister,  Lucius  &  Briining,  Hoechst-a-Main,  c/o  Abel  & 
Imray,  Birkbeck  Bank  Chambers,  W.C.  256,512. 

"  Sanatogen  "  ("  Sanato  "  disclaimed) ;  for  chemicals.  By  G.  A. 
Goddon,  313  Goldhawk  Road,  Hammersmith,  W.  255,717. 

"Marteal";  for  chemicals.  By  J.  Knight  &  Sons  (Limited), 
Victoria  Docks,  Essex.  256,005. 

"  Capaciiure  " ;  for  a  headache-powder.  By  J.  G.  J.  Goddard, 
32  Warwick  Street,  Barrow-in-Furness,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist. 256,071. 

"  Lipanin  "  ;  for  medicines.  By  C.  A.  F.  Kahlbaum,  Berlin,  c/o 
Reginald  W.  Baker,  56  Ludgate  Hill,  E.C.  256,434. 

"  Albafabe  "  ("  Alba  "  disclaimed) ;  for  surgical  instruments  and 
appliances.  By  A.  T.  Bean,  7  Victoria  Street,  West- 
minster, S.W.  255,378. 

"  Lactart  " ;  for  fruit-syrups.  By  Stiles  (Limited),  72  Gray's 
Inn  Road,  W.C.  254,845. 

"  Taroena  "  ;  for  infants'  and  invalids'  food.  By  the  Taro  Food 
Company,  Danbury,  U.S.A..,  care  of  Hyde  &  Heide,  1  Broad 
Street  Buildings,  E.C.  255,220. 

Device  and  the  words  "  Vim  des  Pontifes  "  ;  for  an  aperient 
alcoholic  drink.  By  La  Societe  A.nonyme,  "  Vin  des 
Pontifes,"  Paris,  care  of  Irvine  &  Borrowman,  25  Crutched 
Friars,  E.C.  253,631. 

"  Chlorinol  "  ("  Chlorine  "  disclaimed)  ;  for  soap,  detergents, 
&c.    By  R.  Armstrong,  40  Saul  Street,  Preston.  256,275. 

"  Prizetta  "  ("  Prize  "  disclaimed)  ;  for  toilet  articles.  By  G. 
Storton,  106  Wellingboro'  Road,  Northampton.  254,144. 

Device  of  maidenhair  fern ;  for  "  Brownell's  Hair-tonic."  By 
Julia  M.  Brownell,  Burlington,  U.S.A.,  care  of  W.  Lloyd 
Wise,  46  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  W.C.  248,925. 

"Kollina";  for  a  skin  preparation.  By  J.  Birtwisle,  Tootal 
Road,  Weaste,  near  Manchester.  256,460. 

Devices  and  the  words  "  Dynamylene,"  "  Alcoodynamine,"  and 
"  Dynethylene"  ;  for  a  compound  of  spirits  for  driving 
motors  or  engines.  By  Frederick  de  Nare,  122  Boulevard 
Leopold  II.,  Brussels,  chemist.  255,166,  255,167,  and 
255,168.  [Date  claimed  under  Section  103  of  the  Patents 
Acts  (1883-1902),  March  10,  1903.] 

"Caebosil"  ("  Carbo "  disclaimed);  for  polishes.  By  J. 
Crosfield  &  Sons  (Limited),  Warrington.  256,322. 

(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  September  23,  1903.) 

"  Hecton  "  ;  for  a  water-softener.  By  T.  C.  B.  Ling,  46  Shaftes- 
bury Road,  Ravenscourt  Park,  W.  256,284. 

"  Eacol  "  device ;  for  goods  in  classes  1,  2,  and  47.  By  the 
Electrolytic  Alkali  Company  (Limited),  Cledford  Bridge, 
Middlewich.    256,718,  256,719,  and  256,720. 

"  Carbosil  "  ("  Carbo  "  disclaimed) ;  for  chemicals  in  classes  1 
and  2,  and  for  polishes.  By  J.  Crosfield  &  Sons  (Limited), 
Bank  Quay,  Warrington.    256,320,  256,323,  and  256,321. 

"  Lavo  "  and  facsimile  signature  of  applicant ;  for  disinfectants. 
By  Theo  Phillips,  Son  &  Co.,  Middlesborough.  256,244. 


Scientific  prooresa. 


Standards  for  Copaiba.— The  new  Italian  Pharmacopoeia 
gives  the  sp.  gr.  as  between  0-930  and  0  990,  thus  excluding  such 
light  varieties  as  Para  balsam;  the  yield  of  e:sential  oil  is  between 
40  per  cent,  and  60  per  cent.,  the  acid-number  from  75  8  to  84'2, 
and  the  ester-number  is  included  in  the  total  saponification- 
number,  which  is  from  84'2  to  92-7. 

A.  Cameroon  Lemonfjass  Oil.— Mannich  has  distilled  an 
essential  oil  from  a  species  of  Andropogon  grown  in  Cameroon. 
The  resulting  oil  resembles  lemongrass  oil  in  every  respect  except 
that  it  has  the  lower  sp.  gr.  0  835,  and  is  not  soluble  in  80-per-cent. 
alcohol.  It  was  found  to  contain  78  per  cent  of  citral.  This  oil 
therefore  agrees  with  the  Jamaica  oils  recently  reported  on  in  this 
journal  by  E.  J.  Parry,  and  with  the  Trinidad  oil  also  to  a  certain 
extent.  The  solubility  in  70-per-cent.  alcohol  has  always  been  in- 
sisted on  for  pure  lemongrass  oil,  but  it  appears  that  this  point 
will  have  to  be  reconsidered,  especially  when  it  is  remembered  that 
some  of  the  oils  containing  very  high  atnounts  of  citral  are  not 
soluble. 

Isolation  of  Stadium. — In  the  course  of  her  thesis  on 
radio-active  substances  Madame  Curie  tells  how  she  isolated 
radium  from  pitchblende  (Ghem.  News,  1903,  135).  The  ore  is 
expensive,  and  its  extraction  is  carried  out  in  the  mine  of 
Joachimsthal,  in  Bohemia,  for  the  isolation  of  uranium.  The 
Austrian  Government,  to  whom  the  mine  belongs,  presented  her 
with  a  ton  of  this  residue  for  her  research,  and  authorised  the 
mine  to  give  her  several  tons  more  of  the  material.  It  chiefly 
contains  sulphates  of  lead  and  calcium,  silica,  alumina,  and  iron 
oxide.  In  addition  nearly  all  the  metals  are  found  in  greater  or 
smaller  amount  (copper,  bismuth,  zinc,  cobalt,  manganese,  nickel, 
vanadium,  antimony,  thallium,  rare  earths,  niobium,  tantalum, 
arsenic,  barium,  &c).  Radium  is  found  in  this  mixture  as 
sulphate,  and  is  the  least  soluble  sulphate  in  it.  Madame  Curie 
gives  details  of  the  tedious  process  of  separation,  the  account 
being  continued  ia  the  issue  for  September  19. 

Cliaulmoogra  Oil. — Hirschsohn  give3  the  following  figures 
for  ol.  gynocardioe  in  a  paper  recently  published  (Pharm.  Central. 
627,  1903).  The  average  yield  from  the  whole  seeds  is  about  40 
per  cent.,  or  from  the  seeds  deprived  of  their  husks  62  per  cent. 
The  pure  oil  has  a  melting-point  between  26°  and  28°.  Three 
pure  and  four  commercial  samples  gave  the  following  figures  : 


Acid  No. 

Saponifica- 
tion No. 

Iodine  No. 

Pure   

26-84 

205-5 

99-5 

Pure   

25'54 

210 

96-8 

Pure   

2114 

198-9 

98-4 

Commercial 

87-33 

253 

69-7 

Commercial 

34-44 

95-6 

33-9 

Commercial 

70-56 

207-1 

88 

Commercial 

37-60 

198-4 

96-4 

Assay  of  Ipecacuanha. —Much  inconvenience  has  fre- 
quently resulted  by  the  great  divergence  in  the  assay-value  of 
ipecaeuanhi-root  in  London  and  that  supplied  with  parcels  im- 
ported from  the  Continent.  A  paper  which  may  throw  some  light 
on  the  point  is  published  in  the  current  is=ue  of  Messrs.  Caesar  & 
Loretz's  Report.  They  give  the  following  interesting  table  show- 
ing the  results  obtained  by  Keller's  process  and  that  of  Paul  and 
Cownlej' : 


Keller 

Paul  and  Cownley 

Total 
Alkaloids 

Emetine 

Cephaeline 

Rio  root ... 

2-846 

2-026 

0-842 

Rio  root  

2-297 

1-355 

0-984 

Johore  root 

2-511 

1-539 

0-820 

Cartagena  root  

2-875 

1-544 

1-389 

These  figures  demonstrate  that  the  analytical  methods,  both  of 
which  may  be  regarded  as  standard  methods,  give  very  closely 
agreeing  results,  so  that  the  total  alkaloids  are  correctly  expressed 
by  either  method.  It  is  therefore  clear  that  the  absurd  results 
sent  over  from  the  Continent  are  not  explainable  by  an  honest 
difference  in  processes,  and  should  be  disregarded  entirely. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


London  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
Sib, — The  letter  of  my  good  and  very  old  friend,  Mr.  Aug. 
Zimmermann,  really  requires  some  reply.  One  can  go  on 
arguing  till  doomsday,  but,  after  all,  facts  must  prevail, 
whatever  the  inferences  drawn  therefrom.  It  is  lamentably 
true  that  for  various  reasons,  not  germane  to  this  issue,  the 
London  Chamber  of  Commerce  does  not  comprise  within  its 
membership  the  largest  or  highest  commercial  men  of  the 
City  of  London.  It  is,  however,  influential  enough  to  be 
considered  and  called  representative,  in  the  same  way  that 
the  House  of  Commons  may  claim  to  be  representative.  All 
its  members  are  neither  Balfours,  Chamberlains,  Asquiths, 
nor  Haldanes,  Finlays,  nor  Moultons,  yet  collectively  it  is 
representative.  So  with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  It  is 
not  germane  to  the  issue  who  are  British  manufacturers  of 
chemical  products  ;  but  it  is  very  essential  to  the  issue  that 
Mr.  Aug.  Zimmermann — a  naturalised  Englisher,  with  admir- 
able and  enterprising  bearers  of  his  name  who  are  British- 
born— conduct  business  essentially  foreign,  being  agents  for 
deservedly  noted  foreign  manufacturers.  Of  course,  as 
British  citizens  they  desire  business  to  be  done  through 
British  ports,  in  British  "  bottoms,"  and  on  British  bills  of 
lading.  But  they  are  agents  for  foreign  manufacturers,  and 
naturally  do  not  desire  British  manufacturers  to  have  any 
advantage  over  those  whose  interests  they  are  commissioned 
to  preserve.  In  addition  to  free  imports,  the  home  manu- 
facturer is  handicapped  by  bad  patent  laws  (which  even  our 
Colonies  see  are  not  protective  of  home  genius  or  talent), 
by  the  stupid  and  almost  criminal  Merchandise-marks  Act, 
by  heavy  internal  freight  charges,  and  by  "perversity"  of 
various  kinds.  Of  course,  Mr.  Zimmermann  and  many 
personally  charming  men  in  his  position  want  things 
to  remain  as  they  are.  Personally,  they  agree  with 
us  Britishers,  but,  as  business  men,  they  want  us 
to  remain  "  fools  "  in  the  Kipling  sense.  No,  it 
won't  do.  Britain  and  its  resources  are  undeniably 
for  Britain  and  the  Empire.  In  view  of  the  excess  of  imports 
over  exports,  whatever  the  explanations  (and  they  are 
many),  the  question  has  been  raised,  and  none  too  soon, 
"  Whither  are  we  tending  ?  "  Combinations  and  conventions 
may  do  their  best,  but  they  depend  after  all  on  goodwill  and 
honesty.  Skill,  brains,  and  aptitude  will  tell,  but  not 
prevail,  unless  the  conditions  are  equal  or  similar.  It  is  an 
enticing  field  for  controversy  as  to  our  educational  resources, 
our  national  conceit  or  insular  pride,  but  these  considera- 
tions quail  for  the  moment  in  view  of  the  undeniable  fact 
that  my  friend  Zimmermann  and  his  imitators  may  trade 
freely  in  foreign  goods  while  the  British  manufacturer  is 
held  at  bay.  Is  it  fair  to  ask  whether  Howards,  Atkinson, 
Morson,  May  &  Baker,  Hollidays,  Brooke  Simpsons,  and 
many  others  are  content  1  No  ;  the  Merchandise-marks  Act 
was  the  finest  advertisement  our  foreign  rivals  ever  had  for 
nothing. 

Now  a  fact  or  two  about  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
It  was  not  a  party  to  the  introduction  or  passing  of  that 
Act.  I  speak  from  knowledge,  having  been  from  the  first  a 
consistent  opponent  of  the  Bill.  The  Chamber,  as  soon  as 
it  apprehended  the  true  import  of  this  law,  which  was 
cleverly  disguised  by  the  usual  amplification  of  parlia- 
mentary phraseology,  called  a  meeting  at  Cannon  Street 
Hotel.  There  the  issue  was,  in  my  opinion,  obscured  by 
side-issues,  and  Mr.  Zimmermann's  and  other  protests  were 
most  unhappily  unheeded.  But  the  working  of  the  Act  was 
found  to  be  eminently  defective  and  injurious,  and  a 
Merchandise-marks  Acts  Association  was  formed.  The  Act 
had  passed,  and  its  business  was  to  see  and  ensure  fair  play 
at  the  Customs,  &c.    This  was  secured,  and  the  Association 


was  dissolved.  I  desire  merely  to  defend  the  Chamber  from 
an  undeserved  aspersion,  to  point  out  the  facts,  and  to 
maintain  that  there  are  manufacturers  yet  left  in  Great 
Britain  whose  interests  are  not  identical  with  those  of  my 
old  and  valued  friend  Aug.  Zimmermann.  If  the  motto 
was,  and  is  evidently,  "  Germany  and  the  world  for  Germans," 
so  here  at  any  rate  it  should  be  "Britain  and  the  British 
Empire  for  the  British." 

I  have  been  unable  to  verify  exactly  the  history  of  the 
relationship  of  the  Chamber  to  the  merchandise-marks 
question,  as  the  books  are  not  available  in  consequence  of 
the  removal  of  the  offices  to  the  new  Chamber,  but  it  may 
not  be  uninteresting  to  Mr.  Zimmermann  to  know  that  the 
Manufacturers'  Section  to  which  I  referred  in  a  recent 
letter  number  650,  and  takes  cognizance  of  matters  common 
to  manufacturers'  interests  such  as  rating,  insurance,  &c.  I 
have  looked  up  the  composition  of  the  Chemical  Section, 
!  which  numbers  260,  of  which  ninety-four  are  manufacturers, 
forty-two  druggists,  seventy  merchants,  ten  perfumers, 
and  forty-four  professional  chemists,  so  that  my  good  friend 
will  see  that  the  interests  of  the  ninety-four  manufacturers 
in  London  are  at  any  rate  safeguarded  to  a  considerable 
extent  by  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Stratford,  September  23.  Thomas  Tyber. 

Free  Trade  and  Pharmacy. 

Sir, — I  have  read  with  much  interest  your  leader  on  the 
fiscal  question.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  mere  market 
bearing  of  this  question  on  pharmacy  is  of  secondary  interest. 
Our  interest,  as  pharmacists,  in  protection  is  centred  in  our 
hope  of  getting  rid,  once  and  for  all,  of  the  "sentiment" 
which  in  this  country  has  come  to  be  miscalled  by  the  name 
of  "  free  trade."  No  other  sentiment  has  done  pharmacy  so 
much  harm.  From  recent  samples  of  free-trade  oratory, 
this  sentiment  would  appear  to  be  based  on  tradition, 
ignorance,  and  thoughtlessness,  but  notwithstanding  this  it 
pervades  all  our  business  life.  Under  its  wing  unscrupulous 
men  claim  freedom  to  do  what  is  in  some  cases  immoral, 
unjust,  and  dangerous  to  the  State.  In  these  days  every 
man  who  wishes  to  gather  grapes  in  his  neighbour's  vineyard, 
and  every  man  who  wishes  to  reap  where  his  neighbour  has 
sown,  looks  up  from  his  nefarious  work  when  challenged  and 
shouts  "  free  trade."  Free  trade  is  natural  trade,  and  within 
reasonable  limits  I  hope  we  will  never  have  any  other  kind 
of  trade  in  this  country ;  but  the  pure  sentiment  which  we 
call  "free  trade"  has  carried  us  beyond  reasonable  limits 
long  ago.  It  carried  us  beyond  reasonable  limits  when  it 
insisted  on  unqualified  men  being  allowed  all  the  privileges 
of  qualified  men  in  pharmacy,  and  it  is  again  carrying  us 
beyond  reasonable  limits  when  it  menaces  us  with  free  trade 
in  scheduled  poisons.  It  both  these  cases  we  have  a  kind  of 
free  trade  which  is  a  gross  injustice  to  men  who  have 
honourably  qualified,  according  to  the  demands  of  the  State, 
and  a  grave  injustice  to  the  State  itself,  since  it  is  thereby 
deprived  of  the  safeguard  which  it  was  careful  to  set  up. 
The  man  in  the  street,  the  scribbler  in  the  newspapers,  and 
sometimes  the  judge  on  the  bench,  have  no  better  apology 
for  this  state  of  matters  than  that  it  is  "  free  trade,"  and 
this  is  a  "  free-trade  country."  Just  so.  The  pharmaceutical 
position  has  nothing  to  do  with  fiscal  questions,  but  there  is 
little  discrimination  in  these  matters  generally,  and  :'n  the 
public  mind  the  sentiment  of  "free  trade  "  in  a  vague  way 
covers  everything  in  the  nature  of  public  dealing  and 

I  public  service,  whether  of  a  trading  or  professional 
nature.  Such  a  sentiment  is  a  poor  meaningless  affair; 
and  although  its  downfall  may  bring  sorrow  to  many 
people  who  innocently  enough  are  unwilling  to  leave  a  fool's 
paradise,  the  sooner  it  is  brought  to  the  ground  with  a  crash 
the  better  for  all  parties,  and  especially  for  pharmacy. 

I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  within  the  next  five  years 
we  shall  have  gone  in  for  a  large  measure  of  protection,  and 

|  there  will  be  a  great  reaction  in  the  sentiment  of  the  country 
on  this  question.    The  masses  will  siDg  popular  music-hall 

':  ditties  and  yell  themselves  hoarse  in  favour  of  protection, 
and  the  man  who  hopes  to  secure  his  neighbour's  vineyard 
by  shouting  "  free  trade  "  will  find  himself  in  possession  of 
"free  justice,"  in  which  case  he  won't  bother  the  trading 

I  community  for  six  months  at  least. 

It  would  be  quite  out  of  place  here  to  say  anything 

|  regarding  fiscal  problems  generally,  but  I  hope  every  chemist 
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in  the  country  will  see  that  it  is  to  his  interest  to  get  rid  as 
quickly  as  possible  of  so-called  "free  trade,"  and  all  the 
stupid  sentiment  which  attaches  to  it.  With  national 
sentiment  turning  towards  protection,  there  is  some  hope 
that  our  position,  and  the  positions  of  professions  generally, 
may  be  viewed  from  a  more  just  standpoint. 
Dumfries,  September  21.  James  Keid. 

The  Medicine-stamp  Act. 
Sir, — While  this  subject,  or  rather  its  last  application, 
continues  to  exercise  the  minds  of  chemists  throughout  Great 
Britain,  a  proper  mode  for  action  in  order  to  defend  our- 
selves is  still  wanting.    Recent  prosecutions,  and  the  judg- 
ments given  upon  them,  have  shown  that  some  of  the  opinions 
of  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  have  been  set  aside,  and  the 
thought  arises,  To  what  extent  may  this  still  be  done  ?  It 
does  seem  passing  strange  that  the  above-named  Act  has  so 
much  elasticity,  that  a  Board  under  the  Government  may 
define  the  Act  as  those  in  office  for  the  time  being  may  think 
fit.    It  would  be  interesting  if  an  entire  copy  of  the  Act 
under  which  restrictions  are  sought  were  published  in  the 
journals.*    It  is  believed  that  what  has  passed  unchallenged 
for  a  given  number  of  years  becomes  settled  under  the  Law 
of  Prescription.    If  this  be  so,  either  for  forty  or  twenty 
years,  and  a  chemist  has  supplied  pills  distinctly  labelled, 
with  a  definite  name  and  description,  can  this  be  upset,  or- 
is the  chemist  who  has  done  so  free  to  continue  ?  There 
has  recently  been  published  an  article  entitled  "  Perverted 
Ingenuity,"  with  an  intimation  of  "  unexhausted  powers," 
regarding  the  present  position,  under  the  garb  of  advice. 
This  was  written  surely  by  one  whose  bread  is  sure,  and 
who  has  not  felt  where  the  shoe  pinches.     This  reminds 
us    of   another    "  Stamp  Act,"  which  had  outlived  its 
day — viz.,  the  stamps  on  all  newspapers  sold.    This  was 
overcome  by  printing  newspapers  to  be  given  free  to  anyone 
who  complied  with  the  vendor's  cry,  "  Who'll  buy  my  straw, 
for  a  penny,  and  get  a  paper  for  nothing  1 "    If  things  are 
pushed  too  far,  what  is  to  hinder  the  chemist  adopting  this 
new  mode  of  doing  business,  and  having  a  small  book 
printed  giving  the  history,  &c,  of  his  wares,  selling  this  at 
a  given  price,  and  giving  the  medicine  free.    Where  would 
the  Medicine-stamp  Act  be  then  1    It  is  also  strange  that, 
while  we  often  hear  the  statement  "Justice  to  Ireland,'' 
there  is  no  Medicine- stamp  Act  there,  and  it  appears  to  get 
along  without  it ;  if  so,  why  not  in  Great  Britain  also  1  The 
question  that  naturally  arises  is,  What  is  to  be  done  to 
remedy  the  present  state  of  affairs  ?  May  not  those  chemists 
who  are  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  look  to 
those  they  have  elected  as  members  of  its  Council  to  rise  to 
the  occasion  ?   It  is  their  first  duty  to  defend  their  members, 
and  to  what  better  purpose  can  our  treasured  thousands  of 
pounds  be  put  than  in  securing  the  highest  legal  advice  and 
resolutely  seeking  to  put  things  right  ?    It  may  be  all  very 
well  to  devote  our  funds  for  certain  family  purposes  and 
pensions.    But  we  have  reached  a  period  when  the  absence 
of  a  qualified  official  devoted  to  members'  interests  is  felt. 
Leave  petty  prosecutions  alone  for  a  time.    Let  our  watch- 
word be  "  Defence "  till  we  are  enabled  to  carry  on  our 
responsible  calling  freed  from  those  annoyances  to  which  we 
are  presently  and  unjustly  subjected.        I  remain,  &c. 
Edinburgh,  September  21.  James  Mackenzie. 

To  Pharmaceutical  Masons. 
Mr.  John  F.  Harrington,  chemist  and  druggist,  and 
member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  writes  from  45  Ken- 
sington High  Street,  W.,  to  call  attention  again  to  the 
case  of  Charles  Herbert  Slingsby  Spencer  (son  of  Mr.  Charles 
Spencer,  chemist  and  druggist),  a  candidate  for  the  Royal 
Masonic  Institution  for  Boys.  We  have  already  mentioned 
the  case  (C.  $  B.,  September  12,  page  453).  Mr.  Harrington 
states  that  it  is  a  particularly  deserving  one,  inasmuch  as 
the  boy  is  worse  off  than  if  he  was  an  orphan,  as  he  would 
then  have  other  charities  open  to  him.  We  have  already 
forwarded  voting-papers  to  the  proper  quarter  in  response  to  ; 
our  first  appeal,  and  now  Mr.  Harrington  says  if  pharma- 
ceutical Freemasons  with  votes  will  send  them  to  him  signed, 
he  will  see  that  they  are  properly  used.  Brother  Charles 
Spencer's  address  is  15  High  Lever  Road,  North  Kensington, 


*  Mr.  Mackenzie  forgets  that  a  codification  of  fifteen  of  the  Acts 
is  given  in  The  Chemists'  and  Dbuggists'  Diaby,  1903.— Editor. 


Travellers  or  Angels. 

Our  Sheffield  correspondent  writes:  "  Messrs.  Townson  & 
,  Mercer,  in  their  letter  to  the  C.  Sf  D.  last  week,  very 
naturally  explain  that  their  traveller  has  instructions  not 
to  interfere  with  the  customers  of  their  local  agents.  It  is 
quite  correct  that  their  representative  did  call  on  their  local 
agents  and  explain  to  them  that  he  would  not  take  orders 
from  their  customers,  but  would  refer  such  customers  to 
them.  But  is  this  the  point  ?  The  question  is,  supposing 
Messrs.  T.  &  M.'s  traveller  were  offered  an  order  by  a  steel- 
works' chemist,  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  obtaining  his 
apparatus  through  local  agents,  would  he  decline  the  order 
and  refer  them  to  the  local  firms  !  If  he  would,  the  only 
thing  to  be  said  is  that  Messrs.  Townson  &  Mercer  are  em- 
ploying not  a  traveller,  but  an  angel.  As  stated  previously, 
this  practice  is  not  confined  to  this  one  firm — for  example, 
we  get  the  representative  of  Messrs.  J.  &  J.  Griffin  &  Sons 
(Limited)  down  here  quite  regularly.  It  is  a  question 
whether  it  is  not  penny  wise  and  pound  foolish,  for  local 
pharmacists  are  far  from  appreciating  these  attentions." 

A  Good  Suggestion. 

Sir, — Might  I  suggest  that  all  protected  proprietaries, 
whether  on  the  P  A.T.A.  or  not,  should  be  marked  by  their 
owners  in  hieroglyphics  the  minimum  retail  pric.e  1  If 
"  Fair  Custom  "  were  used  for  the  private  mark,  retailers 
would  see  at  once  how  to  charge.  Frequently  I  do  not  know 
the  minimum,  and  on  referring  to  wholesale  lists  often  fail 
to  find  whether  there  is  a  protected  price.  I  do  not 
subscribe  to  the  P.A.T.A.,  for  I  look  on  it  as  a  scheme  for 
the  prolongation  of  the  lives  of  the  Kilkenny  cats,  the 
cutters.    In  self-defence  I  sometimes  sell  at  pussy's  prices. 

J.  W.  T.  (155/16.) 

A  False  Beport. 

Sir, — We  have  been  consulted  by  our  clients,  Messrs. 
John  Phillips  &  Sons,  of  York  Road,  City  Road,  E.C.,  whole- 
sale sponge  merchants,  with  reference  to  certain  statements 
which  have  been  circulated  in  the  trade  as  to  their  having 
discontinued  their  business.  These  statements,  we  are 
instructed,  have  been  made  by  competitors  and  have  not  the 
slightest  foundation.  Our  clients  are,  of  course,  reluctant  to 
litigate,  but  if  such  statements  be  repeated  they  will  be 
compelled  to  institute  proceedings  against  the  persons  who 
are  responsible.  Your  obedient  servants, 

25  Finsbury  Square,  E.C.         Harris,  Chetham  &  Co. 

Taking  Back  Goods. 

Sir, — In  a  recent  issue  a  correspondent  mentioned  being 
asked  to  exchange  patents  for  other  articles  and  cash,  and 
hinted  at  fraud  in  the  matter.  Some  weeks  back,  I  was 
asked  to  purchase  a  quart  Hunyadi,  said  to  have  been  bought 
here  a  fortnight  before,  but  which  had  not  been  needed.  This 
I  did  under  protest.  A  few  days  afterwards,  a  young  woman 
produced  a  Is.  l^d.  Scott's  emulsion,  and  asked  me  if  I 
would  not  exchange  it,  as  it  had  been  bought  on  the  previous 
Saturday  by  a  man  not  quite  sober,  and  no  Scott's  emulsion 
was  required.  Fearing  this  was  a  dodge,  I  inquired  if  she 
was  sure  it  had  been  purchased  here,  and  what  had  been 
paid.  She  replied  lQ^d.  As  this  was  not  my  price,  I 
merely  remarked  that  the  man  had  better  call  himself 
about  it ;  but  to  this  day  I  have  heard  nothing  further,  nor 
have  I  been  asked  to  take  back  any  other  patents. 

Yours,  &c, 

T.  T.  N.  (153/47.) 

Epsom  Salts  and  Oxalic  Acid. — A  Suggestion. 

Sir, — A  fruitful  source  of  accidental  poisoning  arises  from 
the  public  taking  oxalic  acid  for  Epsom  salts.  It  generally 
happens  from  the  fact  that,  when  oxalic  acid  is  purchased, 
part  only  is  used,  and  the  remainder  stowed  away  in  the 
corner  of  a  drawer,  where,  after  a  short  time,  its  presence  is 
completely  forgotten.  Meanwhile,  in  the  same  drawer  there 
is  often  placed  a  packet  of  Epsom  salts,  which  is  used  from 
time  to  time  as  required.  Then,  some  unfortunate  day,  the 
forgotten  packet  of  poison  comes  to  hand,  and  is  hastily 
taken  in  the  place  of  the  innocent  aperient.  The  question  is, 
Can  anything  be  done  to  render  this  blunder  impossible? 
No  labelling  will  accomplish  it,  as  you  cannot  ensure  any 
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sort  of  label  being  read.  When  a  dose  of  salts  is  required 
the  usual  thing  is  to  go  to  the  drawer,  find  a  package  of 
white  crystals  wrapped  in  white  demy,  and  assume  that  that 
is  Epsom  salts.  The  remedy  is  simple,  and  always  available — 
that  is,  to  wrap  oxalic  acid  in  a  piece  of  brown  paper  only. 
Anyone  picking  up  this  brown-paper  parcel  would  be  likely 
to  look  at  it  twice  before  taking,  and  this  would  save  the 
situation. 

In  the  interests  of  public  safety  I  have  swallowed  my 
scruples  about  an  inelegant  package,  and  now  send  out  oxalic 
acid  thus  wrapped.  Yours  truly, 

Hastings,  September  19.  Thos.  D.  Vint. 

Dispensing1  Notes. 


A  Strontium  Mixture. 

Sir, — 'Jan  you  tell  me  the  ciuse  of  a  white  deposit  being 
thrown  down  from,  followiag  mixture  after  standing  a  few 
hours  1 

Strontii  bromid  5ij- 

Liq.  ammon.  acetatis    Siss. 

Syr.  liraonis  ...    ...  5j- 

Aq.  chlorof.  ad   ...  Jvj. 

M.    Ft.  mist. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Subscriber.  (86/40.) 

[The  deposit  is  strontium  citrate.] 

Face-cream. 

76,8.  Djntist  sends  the  following  formula,  culled  from  a 
newspiper,  and  would  like  t3  know  what  sort  of  cream  will 
be  produced : 

Spermaceti    ...       ...       ...       ...  5  oz. 

Oil  of  almonds    2  oz. 

White  wax    ...       ...       ...       ...  1  oz. 

Glycerin    4  oz. 

Melt  the  spermaceti,  wax,  aul  oil  of  almonis  together,  then  aid 
the  glycerin  and  stir  till  cold. 

Creasotal  Mixture. 

Sir, — Oould  you  kindly  inform  me  as  to  the  bast  method 
of  dispensing  the  following  prescription  ? 

Creasotal  iti20 

Aq.  ad  Siss, 

Ft.  emulaio. 

I  have  tried  several  emulsifying  agents,  but  have  not 
succeeded  in  miking  a  presentable  emulsion. 

Inquirer.  (104/21.) 

[Dissolve  the  creasotal  in  ol.  amygd.,  and  emulsify  with  g.  acac] 
A  Salicylate  Mixture. 

Sir, — The  enclosed  prescription  has  been  dispensed  of  a 
light-brown  colour,  and  perfectly  transparent,  both  by  a 
doctor  and  a  chemist.  My  result  is  a  mixture  white  and 
moderately  opaque — the  same  colour  that  is  always  obtained 
when  spt.  amm.  arom.  is  mixed  with  water. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Novus.  (125/21.) 


Sod.  salicyl.  (natural)    gr.  xv. 

Pot.  brom   gr.  xx. 

Spt.  amm.  arom   5j- 

Aq.  ad   5ss. 

Mitte  3vj. 


[We  have  had  this  mixture  under  observation  for  several  weeks. 
The  mixture  made  with  both  kinds  of  acid  gradually  becomes 
brown  in  colour,  and  a  resinous-looking  black  flocculence  separates. 
The  mixture  made  with  natural  salicylate  is  darker  in  colour,  and 
the  flocculence  in  this  case  is  greater  in  bulk,  and  more  pulveru- 
lent. The  coloration  of  salicylate  mixtures  is  fully  treated  in 
"  The  Art  of  Dispensing,"  ed.  vi.,  pages  242-3,  and  little  can  be 
added  to  what  is  stated  there.  Fabrim's  observation  that  the 
coloration  of  phenol  is  due  to  the  action  of  hydrogen  peroxide  and 
ammonia,  in  presence  of  traces  of  copper,  iron,  or  lead,  may  apply 
here,  for  in  such  a  mixture  as  the  above  hydrogen  peroxide  is  not 
unlikely  to  be  formed,  owing  to  the  oxidation  of  the  oils  in  the 
spirit,  but  there  is  some  constitutional  change  to  be  reckoned  with 
here,  and  we  suggest  that  a  searching  chemical  investigation  of  it 
should  be  made  by  some  young  pharmacist.] 


Tannin  and  Cold-cream. 
SIR, — I  have  had  an  ointment  prescribed,  consisting  of — 
Acid,  tannic.  ...       ...       ...       ...    gr.  xx. 

Ung.  aq.  rosa.'  ad    Jss. 

I  have  made  it  up  on  several  occasions,  taking  great  care 
that  no  steel  knives  came  into  contict  with  any  of  the 
ingredients.  The  ointment  is  sent  out  as  of  a  straw  colour, 
but  in  about  a  week  turns  decidedly  darker,  eventually 
becoming  quite  black.    Can  you  explain  the  reason  of  this  ? 

Yours  sincerely, 

Ointment.    (144/1 ) 

[In  this  case  the  rose-water  should  be  tested  for  iron.  The 
colouration  suggests  that  contamination,  and  it  may  be  in  the 
water  originally  or  it  may  arise  in  the  course  of  preparation.] 

Codeine  and  Casiara  Sagrada  Pills. 

J.  II.  W.  (110/27)  had  the  following  prescription  to  dispe  nse 
recently  : 

Cjdeina?        ...       ...       ...       ...    gr.  ss. 

Ext.  case.  sag.    gr.  j. 

Ext.  nucis  vom.       ...       ...       ...     gr.  j. 

M.    Ft.  pil.    Mitte  xij. 

He  massed  them  with  a  grain  or  two  of  tragacanth  and 
simple  syrup,  when  they  seemed  perfectly  set  and  hard  pills. 
A  few  days  later  they  were  returned  quite  soft  and  fallen  in 
shape.    How  can  he  improve  them  1 

[We  have  produced  good  pills  by  using  about  a  grain  of  fullers' 
earth  for  each,  with  water  as  excipient.  Calcium  phosphat  e 
serves  as  well  as  fullers'  earth  to  keep  the  pills  round.  They 
should  be  varnished.] 

Excipients  Wanted. 
P.  T.  (37/25)  wants  to  know  the  best  excipients  for — 
1. 

Ext.  cannabis  indicoe    gr.  j. 

Camphor  gr.  ij. 

Ft.  pil.    Mitte  vj. 

2. 

Menthol  gr.  j. 

Thymol  gr.  j. 

Camphor  gr.  j. 

Ft.  pil.  Mitte  vj. 
[In  the  first  case  powder  the  camphor  well,  and  mass  with  the 
extract.  The  pill  that  we  have  made  is  all  right,  and  has  kept  so 
for  a  time.  The  second  pill  is  a  trifle  more  difficult,  as  the  three 
solids  become  a  liquid  when  mixed.  In  this  case  add  a  grain  of 
yellow  wax  to  each  pill,  and  half  a  grain  of  calcium  phosphate ; 
then  mass  with  powdered  liquorice.  The  pill  is  too  large  even 
then,  and  has  to  be  made  into  two.] 

110/2.  J.  W.  H. — Bismuth  oxyiodide  may  form  in  the 
mixture  containing  bismuth  carbonate  and  potassium  iodide. 

86/10.  Chemist  (Singapore). — You  should  have  made  the 
cocaine-and-menthol  spray  with  cocaine  (alkaloid),  which  is 
soluble  in  about  25  parts  of  paroleine.  It  does  not  wholly 
dissolve  in  your  case  ;  but  use  nine- tenths  of  the  amount. 

80/34.  J.  K. — (1)  Chloretone  is  almost  insoluble  in  water, 
but  solution  of  adrenalin  chloride  contains  as  much  of  it  as 
can  get  in ;  and  if  a  doctor  orders  more,  tell  him  it  will  not 
dissolve  and  is  better  out.  (2)  Dionine  (ethylmorphine 
hydrochloride)  is  not  altered  by  the  heat  of  boiling  water, 
but  it  is  decomposed  above  the  melting-point  (125°  O). 

Legal  Querns. 

Consult  "The  Chemists*  and  Druggists'  Diary,"  1903, 
before  formulating  Queries. 

154/26.  A  31.  B. — You  would  have  to  prove  exceptional 
negligence  before  a  Court  would  award  damages  in  respect 
to  the  breakage  of  a  glass  case  by  a  customer  leading  on  r. 

194  55.  J.  S.—(l)  The  fourth  paragraph  in  your  hair- 
lotion'  label,  saying  that  it  is  "  of  great  service  in  the  relief 
of  headache,"  makes  it  liable  to  duty.  You  should  erase 
this.  "  Dandruff  "  is  not  an  ailment.  (2)  We  are  keeping 
your  suggestion  in  mind. 
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151/31.  E.  W. — (1)  The  information  has  been  given  in 
this  section  of  our  last  two  issues,  but  we  deal  with  it  more 
fully  in  our  editorial  columns.  (2)  We  are  not  rejecting 
any  formulas  except  duplicates. 

155/32.  Sero. — A  petroleum-licence  is  required  for  the 
sale  of  petrol,  as  to  which  see  our  Diary,  page  542  You 
should  notify  your  fire-insurance  company  if  you  get  a 
licence,  as  it  will  alter  the  conditions  of  your  policy. 

152/20.  S.  B.  —  The  information  about  methylated 
liniments  to  which  you  refer  was  in  our  Summer  Issue.  The 
use  of  methylated  spirit  for  veterinary  purposes  is  on  the 
same  footing  as  of  the  spirit  for  human  use,  and  applica- 
tion has  to  be  made  to  the  Board  through  the  local  supervisor. 

141/67.  J.  T.  H. — Yes  a  qualified  chemist  may  advertise 
and  recommend  a  known,  admitted,  and  approved  remedy  as 
much  as  he  likes  provided  (1)  it  does  not  originate  with  him 
as  a  proprietary,  or  has  been  advertised  or  recommended 
by  the  originator,  and  (2)  is  non-secret.  The  cough-mixture 
label  you  submit  is  an  example  of  what  may  be  done. 

156/6.  Cerium. — If  the  creditors  of  the  debtor  who  have 
agreed  upon  the  composition  represent  three-fourths  of  the 
value  of  his  debts,  you  are  bound  to  fall  in,  provided  the 
Court  ratifies  the  agreement.  You  thus  have  an  opportunity 
of  stating  your  objections  to  the  Court.  If  your  debt 
amounts  to  50£.,  you  can  present  a  petition  in  bankruptcy. 

156/12.  W.  C.  M.— The  Board  of  Inland  Kevenue  have 
declared  that  qualified  (i.e.,  registered)  chemists  are  entitled 
to  the  privileges  of  Exemption  3.  That  is  a  convenient  way 
of  putting  the  legal  requirement  of  three-years'  apprentice- 
ship which  extends  to  chemists  or  druggists,  and  as  you  are 
neither  in  the  light  of  present-day  law  you  would  have  to 
demonstrate  by  legal  process  that  you  are  one  of  the  persons 
contemplated  by  the  1812  Act.  This,  we  think,  cannot  be 
done. 

149/71.  Somerset. — You  do  not  say  what  the  headache- 
perles  consist  of ;  if  an  entire  drug  the  label  will  pass — that 
is,  the  perles  may  be  sold  unstamped  under  the  conditions  of 
Exemption  2 ;  if  a  mixture,  the  perles  may  be  sold  unstamped 
under  Exemption  3  by  qualified  chemists  provided  the 
composition  is  disclosed.  In  order  to  take  the  perles  outside 
the  Acts  you  would  have  to  reduce  the  wording  on  the  label 
to  "  Pink  perles.  Dose,  one  perle,  and  if  necessary  repeat  in 
an  hour." 

152/55.  S, — (1)  It  does  not  matter  what  you  call  a  known, 
admitted,  and  approved  remedy  so  long  as  you  disclose  its 
composition.  For  example,  lin.  alb.  may  be  sold  as  "  Red 
Cross  embrocation,"  if  you  add  such  a  reference  as  "  Lin. 
album ,  '  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,'  No.  3."  (2)  Your 
pectoral-balsam  label  is  a  good  example  of  a  preparation 
which  cannot  benefit  by  Exemption  3.  We  presume  you 
are  the  original  vendors  of  this,  but  whoever  that  was  it  is 
and  has  always  been  recommended  for  "  coughs,  colds, 
asthma,  bronchitis,  &c."  This  takes  it  out  of  the  exemption. 
We  think  it  will  be  bad  policy  for  qualified  chemists  to  try 
to  avoid  payment  of  the  duty  in  such  cases.  It  can  be  done 
by  the  exercise  of  ingenuity,  but  it  will  pay  better  in  the 
long  run  to  work  with  the  Revenue  authorities  rather  than 
against  them.    See  editorial  for  further  information. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 


We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


148/35.    Reader. — Your  joke  is  as  old  as  the  hills. 

105/42.  A.  H.  P.— We  have  not  a  working  formula  for  a 
printing-out  platinum-paper. 

68/73.  H.  H.  H—(l)  Cheap  Sauce.— Please  refer  to 
C.  %  D.,  May  3,  1902,  page  709,  or  November  30,  1901, 
page  900.  (2)  Piccalilli. — We  have  no  recipe  for  this,  but 
you  would  probably  find  one  in  a  cookery-book. 


70/49.  C.  J.  E. — (1)  Saponin  and  pulv.  ext.  quillaife  are 
not  the  same  article.  You  have  not  used  sufficient  saponin. 
It  requires  about  5ij.  to  the  pound  of  tooth-powder  to  pro- 
duce a  passable  froth  in  the  mouth  when  using  the  powder. 
(2)  Ice-cream  Powder.— See  C.  %  B.,  July  19,  1902, 
page  101.  (3)  Pile-ointment.— The  following  will  be  a 
welcome  change  to  your  customer  who  is  tired  of  ung. 
gallas  c.  opio : 

Menthol   gr,  v. 

Ext.  belladonnae      ...       ...       ...    gr.  xx. 

Pulv.  gallas  5ij. 

Lanolini       ...       ...       ...       ...  5iv. 

Vaselini    5iv. 

Misce  bene. 

100/60.  Pest. — We  are  keeping  in  mind  what  you  say 
about  the  onion-disease,  and  will  let  you  know  the  result  of 
our  inquiries. 

78/59.  Jean.—  Mahogany-stain. — With  a  few  coats  of  a 
solution  of  \  oz.  of  Bismarck  brown  in  a  pint  of  spirit  you  will 
get  a  correct  Chippendale-mahogany  colour. 

136/48.  Nonien. — (1)  An  assistant  who  takes  a  situation 
with  a  view  to  succession  receives  the  ordinary  salary,  unless 
he  consider  it  advisable  to  take  less  owing  to  some  advantage 
that  he  anticipates  in  purchasing  the  business.  (2)  The 
seller  of  a  business  usually  pays  the  transfer-fees,  and  some 
parts  of  the  expenses  are  the  subject  of  mutual  agreement. 
For  example,  one  agent  may  value  the  stock  and  fittings 
for  both  parties.  (3)  The  book-debts  may  be  sold  to  the 
purchaser  of  a  business.  If  not,  and  he  receives  payments 
on  behalf  of  the  seller,  the  commission  may  be  com- 
mensurate with  the  trouble  involved — say,  10  per  cent. 
(4)  The  Photographic  Bealer  is  published  at  Harp  Alley, 
Farringdon  Street,  E.C. 

132/2.  W.  IF.— (1)  Ethyl  chloride,  the  best  local  anaes- 
thetic for  use  in  tooth-extraction,  is  sent  out  ready  for  use  in 
tubes  with  a  spray  nozzle.  (2)  Gripe-mixture  for 
children : 

Mag.  carb.  levis    5iss. 

Dec.  anthem,  cone.  ...       ...       ...  3'v. 

Glycerini       ...       ...       ...       ...  5j' 

Aq.  anethi   Sviij. 

5ss.  to  5j-  when  required. 

142/73.  J.  R.  K. — We  cannot  use  our  columns  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  where  particular  firms  buy. 

145/54.  Oxon. — You  should  refer  to  "Pharmaceutical 
Formulas  "  for  the  information  you  want.  We  cannot  add 
to  it. 

145/36.  Nem.  Con. — (1)  The  practice  in  regard  to  Syru  p 
of  Pox's  Lungs  is  not  uniform.  Some  give  syrup  of  squill, 
others  tolu  syrup,  and  plain  syrup  coloured  with  liquorice  is 
also  given.  (2)  Tins  to  Hold  Aqueous  Cream  will  not 
rust  if  you  line  them  with  hard  paraffin.  Do  this  by 
running  the  melted  material  over  the  heated  surface. 


Coming  Events. 

Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading  should  be  received 
by  the  Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 


Monday,  September  28. 

Hartlepool  Chemists'  Association,  Mallaby's  Cafe,  26  Church 
Street,  West  Hartlepool,  at  8.30  p.m. 

Thursday,  October  1. 

Pharmaceutic  il  Society  of  Great  Britain,  17  Bloomsbury 
Square,  W.C.,  at  3  p.m.  Opening  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy 
session.    Inaugural  address  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Swan. 

Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  Association,  156  King  Street,  at 
8  p.m.    Monthly  meeting. 


The  forty-eighth  annual  exhibition  of  the  Royal  Photographic 
Society  of  Great  Britain  at  the  New  Gallery,  121  Regent  Street,  W., 
which  opened  on  September  24,  will  remain  open  till  Saturday, 
October  31. 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS. — The  prices  given  in  this  section  arc 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  September  24. 

BUSINESS  has  been  fairly  brisk  in  a  few  leading  article?, 
and  there  is  a  steady  tone  about  the  markets  generally. 
As  will  be  seen  from  the  table  "given  below,  most  of  the 
changes  have  been  in  an  upward  direction,  and  this  naturally 
tends  to  improve  matters.  There  has  been  quite  a  "  boom  " 
in  American  peppermint  oil,  and  a  substantial  advance  has 
been  made,  there  being  a  good  demand  from  consumers. 
Ergot  continues  the  advance  noted  last  week,  and  there  are 
now  few  firm  offers  available.  Cascara  sagrada  remains  firm, 
but  quiet.  Golden  seal  and  Mexican  sarsaparilla  are  dearer, 
Shellac  has  dropped  from  2s.  to  3s.,  but  closes  steady.  Cloves 
have  also  reacted,  and  close  flat.  Quinine  has  been  in  more 
demand,  and  second-hand  prices  are  higher  since  our  last 
report.  Copper  sulphate  and  ammonia  sulphate  are  dearer, 
and  yellow  prussiate  of  potash  is  firmer.  Citric  acid  and 
foreign  tartaric  acid  are  easier.  Nitrate  of  silver  has  been 
advanced,  and  Turkey  opium  remains  quiet,  while  Persian 
continues  in  fair  request,  the  market  closing  highei.  Clove 
oil  has  advanced  2d.  Subjoined  are  the  principal  changes 
of  the  week  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Copper  sul- 

Oil, castor 

Acid,  citric 

Manna 

phate 

Pot.  pruss. 

Acid,  tartaric 
(foreign) 

Oil,  cotton- 

Ergot 

(yellow) 

seed 

Golden  seal 

Soy 

Arrowroot 

Oil,  lemon 

Mace 

Pepper 

Nutmegs 

Oil,  clove 

Oil,  cod-liver 

(Nor.  and 

Newf.) 

Oil,  peppermint 

Opium  (Persian) 

Quinine  (sec. 

hands) 

Sarsaparilla 

.  (Mex.) 

Silver  nitrate 

Arrivals. 


The  following  drugs,  chemicals,  &c ,  have  arrived  at  the 
principal  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  September  10  to 
16,  inclusive:  Acetanilide,  3  cks. ;  acid,  acetic  (@  Rotterdam) 
41  cks.  104  bins.  33  pkgs.,  (@  Terneuzen)  29  brls.  40  cbys.,  (@ 
Fredrikstad)  126  brls.  110  cbys. ;  acid,  carbolic  (@  Rotterdam) 
200  cks.,  (@  Amsterdam)  65;  acid,  oxalic  (@  Rotterdam),  12; 
acid,  salicylic  (@  Ostend),  11  pkgs.  ;  acid,  sulphuric  (@  Amster- 
dam1, 80;  acid,  tartaric  (@  Rotterdam)  10,  (@  Hamburg)  100; 
aloes  (@  Mossel  Bay),  36  ;  alum  (@  Hamburg1,  13  ;  ammon.  mur. 
(@  Rouen),  10;  areca  (@  Colombo),  21 ;  arrowroot  (@  St.  V.)  861, 
(@  Natal)  150;  arsenic  (@  Oporto),  18;  barium  chloride  (@ 
Rotterdam),  4 ;  berjzoin  (@  Singapore),  20;  bleaching-powder  (@ 
Treport),  37  cks. ;  bromine  (@  Hamburg!,  20  ;  calcium  carbide  (@ 
Hamburg),  66 ;  calumba  (@  Bombay),  25;  canary-seed  (@  Mar- 
seilles) 80,  (@  Rodosto)  1,274;  cardamoms,  16;  cardamom-seed 
(@  Bombay),  10 ;  ciraway-seed,  30;  chamomiles  (@  Ghent),  38; 
chloral  hyd.  (@  Hamburg),  1;  cinchona  (@  Tuticorin)  71,  (@ 
Amsterdam)  255;  cocaine  (@  Callao),  4  cs.;  cod- liver  oil  (@ 
Rotterdam)  40,  (@  Christiania)  9  cs. ;  cumin-seed  (@  Malta),  100  ; 
dextrin  (@  Stettin),  110 ;  drugs  (@  Dieppe)  3,  (@  Yokohama)  5 
@  New  York)  151,  (@  Marseilles)  28,  (@  Hamburg)  12,  (@  An+j 


werp)  8  ;  ergot  (@  Vigo),  30  ;  essential  oils  (@  Ostend)  2,  (@ 
Messina)  30  cs.  31  x  £  cs.  12  x  J  cs.,  (@  New  York)  34  cs. ; 
formalin  (@  Hamburg),  5  bins.;  galls  (@  Persia1,  226;  gum 
arabic  ((Si  Bombay)  80,  (@  Alexandria)  12  cs. ;  gum,  unenumerated 
(@  W.C.  Africa)  81,  (@  Suez)  419  bdls  ,  (@  Bombay)  203  bgs. ; 
ipecacuanha  (@  Monte  Video),  97  pkgs.  ;  glycerin  (@  Marseilles), 
40  cks. ;  lime,  borate  (@  Mollendo)  1,224,  (@  Antofagasta)  5,998  ; 
lime  citrate  (@  Messina),  122  cks.  ;  lime-juice  (<©  Dominica), 
315  pkgs.;  lysol  (@  Hamburg),  6;  menthol  (@  New  York),  10; 
nux  vomica  (@  Madras),  233;  oil,  castor  (@  Antwerp)  23,  (@ 
Leghorn)  60  cs.,  (@  Coconada)  34  cks.  in  tr. ;  oil,  citronella  (fa1 
Galle)  12  drms.,  11  drms.  in  tr. ;  oil,  lime  ((©  Dominica),  72  ;  oil, 
olive  (@  Malaga),  715  bis.  122  cks.;  opium  (@  Marseilles)  40,  (@ 
Bushire)  40  and  8  in  tr.,  (@  Constantinople)  47;  pimento  (@ 
Jamaica),  300;  pot.  brom.  (@  Hamburg),  2;  pot.  chlor. 
(@  Treport)  100,  (@  Antwerp)  3;  pot.  oxalate  (@  Rotter- 
dam), 32 ;  pot.  pruss.  (@  Paris),  15;  sal  ammoniac  (@  Amster- 
dam), 10  ;  senna  (@  Tuticorin)  87  in  tr.,  (@  Bombay)  439  ;  shellac 
69  cs.,  button  lac  180;  soda  chlorate  (@  Gothenburg  i  130  kgs.,  (@ 
Antwerp)  4 ;  soda  crystals  (@  Antwerp)  556,  (@  Rotterdam)  55 ; 
squills  (@  Messina)  14  ;  sugar  of  lead  (@  Stettin),  4  ;  sugar  of 
milk  (@  Rotterdam1,  20 ;  sulphur  (@  Catania)  750  bgs.  795  brls., 
(@Arica)30;  tartar  (@  Rotterdam1,  2 ;  tragacanth  (@  Bushire), 

76  cs.  3  bgs. ;  tmmeric  (@  Madras),  519  ;  wax,  bees'  (@  Shanghai) 
5,  (@  Chili)  18  ;  wax,  ceresin  (@  Rotterdam)  10,  (@  Hamburg) 
10;  wax,  vegetable  (Jap.),  27  ;  wax,  unenumerated  (@  Hamburg), 
236 ;  wood  spirit  (@  Philadelphia1,  110  dms.  170  brls. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

Since  last  writing  the  general  tone  of  the  heavy-chemical 
market  shows  a  fair  improvement,  and  the  outlook  for  a  better 
trade  in  the  near  future  seem3  distinctly  more  promising  The 
home  trade  demand,  all  things  being  considered,  is  good,  whilst  a 
heavier  demand  is  being  experienced  for  exp-rt.  Attention  is 
again  being  directed  to  the  covering  of  next  year's  requiremt  nts, 
and  a  moderate  business  is  being  done  in  this  respect.  In  values 
there  is  little  special  to  report,  they  are  mostly  unchanged,  though 
at  the  same  time,  it  is  pleasing  to  note,  witli  a  leaning  towards  a 
more  steady  side. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  in  better  request,  and  has  an  ad- 
vancing tendencv  :  Beckton,  12Z.  10s. ;  Becktoa  terms,  12?.  7s.  6:?. ; 
London,  12?.  7s.  6(7. ;  Hull,  12?.  5s. ;  Leith,  12?.  7s.  6(7. 

Alkali  Produce.— Business  in  this  section  is  better,  and 
various  products  have  a  better  tone.  Bleaching-powder  moves 
freely,  and  although  values  still  continue  irregular  the  forward 
tone  is  better.  For  prompt  the  figures  are  for  softwood  casks, 
free  on  rails,  3?.  5s.  to  3?.  15s.  per  ton,  and  3?.  10s.  to  4?.  10s.  re: 
ton  free  on  board.  Caustic  soda  is  without  change  in  value,  whilst 
inquiry  more  particularly  on  forward  account  is  heavier :  76  to 

77  per  cent.,  10?,  10s.  to  10?.  12s.  6<7.  per  ton ;  70-per  cent.,  9?.  15s. 
to  9?.  17s.  6(7.  per  ton ;  and  60-per-cent.,  8?.  15s.  to  8?.  17s.  6c?.  per 
ton.  Ammonia  alkali  well  maintains  its  firm  tone  both  for  prompt 
and  forward  account  at  4?.  10s.  to  4?.  15s.  per  ton,  free  on  rails  at 
works.  Soda  crystals  keep  in  steady  request  :  f.o.b.  Tyne,  62s.  6(7. 
per  ton  ;  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  67s.  6(7.  per  ton.  Bicarbonate  of  soda 
keeps  steady  at  unchanged  rates  of  6?.  7s.  6(7.  to  6?.  15s.  per  ton 
in  large  casks,  and  6?.  15s.  to  7?.  2s.  6(7.  per  ton  in  1-cwt.  kegs, 
f.o.b.  Liverpool.  Saltcake  is  much  firmer,  and  quotations  have 
advanced  to  27s.  6<7.  to  30s.  per  ton  in  bulk,  free  on  rails. 
Chlorates  of  potash  and  soda  are  rather  on  the  dull  side,  but 
values  are  maintained  at  2f(7.  to  2§<Z.  per  lb.  Yellow  prussiates 
of  potash  and  soda,  with  continued  increased  demand,  have  im- 
proved. Potash,  5^d.  to  5|(7.  per  lb. ;  and  soda,  3|A  to  4^(7.  per  lb. 
Sulphate  of  soda,  Glauber's,  27s.  6(7.  to  32s.  6(7.  per  ton,  in  bags, 
free  on  rails.  Hyposulphite  of  soda,  with  good  demand  and 
scarcity  for  prompt,  has  improved  in  tone,  although  values  are 
still  on  the  low  side :  Casks,  6  to  8  cwt.,  5?.  to  5?.  10s.  per  ton  ; 
1-cwt.  kegs,  5?.  15s.  to  7?.  15s.  per  ton,  according  to  quality  and 
quantity.  Silicates  of  soda  in  average  request,  and  generally 
without  change:  140°  Tw.,  4?.  2s  6d.  to  4?.  12s.  6(7.  per  ton; 
100°  Tw.,  3?.  12s.  6(7.  to  4?.  2s.  6(7.  per  ton;  and  75°  Tw.,  3?.  5s.  to 
3?.  15s.  per  ton,  according  to  quality  and  quantity,  f.o.b.  Liverpool 
or  Tyne,  in  usual  casks. 

Liverpool  Drug- market. 

Liverpool,  September  23. 

African  Ginger.— There  are  no  sellers  under  13s.  per  cart, 
stocks  being  much  reduced. 

Arsenic— Several  parcels  have  changed  hands  at  127.  10s.  per 
ton. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — At  auction  several  parcels  of  Maranham  were 
bought  in,  and  afterwards  sold  on  private  terms.  There  are  now 
no  stocks  in  first-hands,  but  second-hand  parcels  are  quoted  Is. 7(7. 
to  Is.  8(7.  per  lb. 

Beeswax.— Small  parcels  of  Chilian  have  changed  hands  at 
from  7?.  10s.  to  77.  15s.  per  cwt. 

Canary-seed.— Considerable  parcels  have  changed  hands  at 
from  42s.  6(7.  up  to  50s.  per  quarter,  and  nothing  is  now  available 
under  the  latter  figure. 
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Carnauba  Wax. — At  auction  several  parcels  sold  at  85s.  to  95s 
per  cwt. 

Castor  Oil.— The  recent  arrivals  have  been  cleared  from  the 
quay  at  2Tjd.  and  2^d.  per  lb.,  and  now  nothing  offers  under  2jf7. 
in  store.  For  forward  delivery  importers  quote  1\d.  to 
There  is  a  good  inquiry  for  seed  by  the  English  pressers,  but 
at  present  this  is  scarce.  First-pressure  French  is  firmly  held 
at  2id. 

Citric  Acid. — One  foreign  agent  says  his  friends  abroad  have 
given  up  manufacturing,  as  recent  low  prices  have  been  unprofit- 
able. 

Cod-liver  Oil. — The  market  is  entirely  bare  of  Newfoundland. 
There  are  no  sellers,  as  it  is  rumoured  that  very  extreme  prices 
have  been  paid  for  all  the  available  oil  for  the  United  States. 

Gum  Arabic  Sorts. — 0  sving  to  farther  large  arrivals  the  market 
is  very  flat,  and  lower  prices  would  be  accepted. 

Honey  (Chilian). — All  the  low  grades  have  been  cleared  off  the 
market  for  export. 

Irish  Moss. — Ordinary  quality  is  coming  forward  very  sparingly 
this  season.  At  present  the  market  is  quite  bare ;  nominal  value 
is  13s.  per  cwt. 

Quillaia-bark. — There  are  no  further  arrivals.  The  new  does 
not  arrive  till  early  next  year. 

Prussiate  of  Potash. — Considerable  sales  of  yellow  have  been 
made  at  5%d.  per  lb. 

Tartaric  Acid. — Agents  for  foreign  brands  are  firm,  and  quote 
from  Is.  0^(7.  to  Is.  Ofrf.  per  lb. 

German  Drug-market. 

Hamburg,  September  2Z. 

Our  drug-market  shows  a  fair  business,  but  prices  have  under- 
gone little  change  since  last  week. 
Antimony  is  steady  at  22m.  per  100  kilos. 

Aniseed  is  firm;  new  crop  is  quoted  at  36m.  to  37m.  per 
100  kilos. 

Balsam  Peru  is  quiet  at  8Jm.  per  kilo. 

Camphor  (Refined)  is  quiet  at  the  reduced  price.  The 
monopoly  will  come  into  force  on  October  1.  Spot  is  quoted 
425m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  much  quieter,  as  consumers  will  not  pay 
the  high  prices. 

Cantharides  is  extremely  scarce  this  season  at  700m.  per 
100  kilos. 

Caraway-seed  is  quiet ;  average  quality  (1903)  is  quoted  40^m. 
to  41m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  is  advancing,  and  300m.  per  100  kilos,  has  been  paid. 

Coriander-seed  is  firm  at  22m.  per  100  kilos. 

Carnauba  Wax. — Very  firm  from  145m.  to  190m. 

Galangal  is  quiet  at  30m.  to  31m.  per  100  kilos. 

Golden  Seal  is  strong  and  scarce  at  675m.  per  100  kilos. 

Lycopodium. — Spot  is  scarce,  and  500m.  per  100  kilos,  is  asked. 

Quinine  is  firm  at  35m.  per  kilo. 

Senega  is  firm,  725m.  per  100  kilos,  being  asked. 

Oils  (Fixed). — Cod-liver  is  unchanged  at  475m.  per  barrel. 
Castor  is  improving,  first  pressing,  in  barrels,  for  September  to 
December  delivery,  being  quoted  at  39|m.  per  100  kilos.  Linseed 
and  cotton  quiet.    Wood  very  firm. 

Oils  (Essential). — Peppermint  (HGrH)  is  firmer  at  12gm. 
per  lb.,  and  Japanese  at  15m.  per  kilo.,  and  forward  delivery  12im. 
per  kilo. 

Kola  is  very  firm,  as  stocks  here  are  almost  exhausted  ;  90m. 
per  100  kilos,  is  asked. 

Japanese  Drug  and  Chemical  Markets. 

Yokohama,  August  22, 

Business  is  satisfactory  so  far  as  the  drug  and  chemical  trades 
are  concerned,  although  prices  are  mostly  in  favour  of  buyers. 

In  export  articles,  refined  camphor  keeps  steady  in  anticipation 
of  the  Government  monopoly  regarding  the  production  in  the 
Interior  which  comes  in  force  on  and  after  October  1.  The  present 
prices  are  88  yen  for  1-oz.  tablets  and  89.50  yen  for  ^-oz.  tablets, 
with  a  steady  tone.  Menthol  is  lower,  at  13  yen  per  catty  with- 
out important  transactions,  only  small  lots  changing  hands  at  that 
price.  Oil  of  peppermint  is  also  lower  for  forward  delivery,  but 
spot  is  scarce  ;  holders  ask  as  high  as  4.00  to  4.50  yen  per  catty. 
Cod-liver  oil  is  dearer  and  P.  J.  II.  quality  can  be  had  at  30  sen 
per  lb.  Iodides  show  no  change ;  potassium  is  quoted  3  20  to 
3.35  yen ;  iodoform,  5.10  to  5.20  yen ;  resublimed  iodine,  4.60  yen 
per  lb.  respectively,  and  all  selling  well.  Several  thousand 
pounds  of  90-per-cent.  crude  changed  hands  at  3.15  yen  per  lb.  for 
export  to  Europe. 

In  import  articles,  carbolic  acid  snow-white  crystals  is  weak  at 
25  sen  per  lb.,  with  light  demand  in  face  of  heavy  supply.  Tartaric 
acid  is  selling  well  at  56  to  57  sen  per  lb.  Cocaine  is  low  at 
8.70  yen  per  oz  ,  which  is  about  10  per  cent,  under  the  European 
price;  the  stock  is  estimated  at  about  3,000  oz.  in  Yokohama. 
Condurango-bark  is  lifeless,  art  21  sen  per  lb.    Ergot  is  cheap  at 


70  sen  per  lb.,  without  demand.  Gentian  is  quoted  at  13.50  yen 
per  picul,  and  Rio  ipecacuanha  is  low,  holders  asking  4.00  yen, 
with  buyers  at  3.50  yen  per  lb.  Jalap  is  scarce  and  wanted  at 
29  sen  per  lb.  Lycopodium  is  high  at  1.30  yen  per  lb.,  with  small 
demand.  Morphine  i3  steady,  but  price  is  much  cheaper  than 
primary  markets  ;  37  yen  per  lb.  will  buy ;  stock  is  about 
400  lbs.  to  500  lbs.  Bismuth  subnitrate  is  attracting  more  atten- 
tion than  ever ;  since  the  50  per-cent.  advance  announced  on 
March  11  a  large  speculative  business  has  been  done,  nearly 
150  cases  having  changed  hands  at  prices  ranging  from  2.90  yen  to 
3.30  yen  per  lb.,  and  since  prices  have  advanced  very  steadily,  the 
present  quotation  being  3.65  yen  per  lb.,  with  buyers  at  3.55  yen 
per  lb.  The  stock  in  this  place  is  estimated  at  about  200  cases 
of  100  lbs.  each,  and  as  the  demand  increases  daily  holders  are 
very  strong  in  their  views  and  are  not  anxious  sellers.  It  is  very 
probable  prices  may  touch  3.75  yen  per  lb.  ere  long.  Bismuth  sub- 
gallate  is  quoted  3.45  yen  per  lb. ;  salicylate  at  3.80  yen  per  lb. ;  and 
the  metal  at  5.00  yen  per  lb.  Saffron  is  steady  at  22.00  yen  per 
catty.  Santonin  is  firm  and  higher,  at  12  yen  per  lb.,  although  it 
costs  lower  to  import.  Stock  is  said  to  be  not  less  than  1,000 
kilos.  Quinine  is  firmer,  German  sulphate  being  quoted  54  sen 
and  hydrochloride  73  sen  per  oz. 

Cablegrams. 

Hamburg,  September  24 : — Peppermint  oil,  ergot,  lyco- 
podium, cantharides,  and  senega  are  firmer. 

Smyrna,  September  24  : — The  sales  of^opium  last  Friday 
amounted  to  200  cases.  This  week  the  market  has  been 
quiet,  and  prices  are  unchanged. 

New  York,  September  24 :— The  markets  are  fairly 
active.  HGH  oil  of  peppermint  has  advanced  to  $3  00  per  lb., 
and  tin  oil  to  #2.60.  Senega  is  firmer  at  72s.  per  lb.  Ergot 
is  advancing,  33c.  per  lb.  now  being  quoted.  Menthol  is 
lower  at  $6  per  lb.  Refined  spermaceti  is  firmer  at  23c.  ; 
and  Mexican  sarsaparilla  is  strong  at  10c.  per  lb. 


Acid,  Citric. — Easier,  at  Is.  Q\d.  per  lb. 

Acid,  Oxalic,  is  unchanged.  Contract  lots  are  quoted  at 
2ffZ.  per  lb.  in  casks,  ex  wharf  London  or  c.i.f.  British  poit  •-, 
with  option  to  take  neutral  oxalate  of  potash  or  sal  aceto  J 
crystals  in  kegs  at  l\d.  per  lb.  more. 

Acid,  Tartaric. — English  is  unaltered  at  Is.  Id.,  and 
foreign  is  easier  at  Is.  0\d.  per  lb. 

Aerowroot  A  large  quantity  of  St.  Vincent  was  offered 

at  auction  and  partly  sold  at  easier  rates,  fair  to  good 
manufacturing  realising  lfa!.  to  2|^.  per  lb.  Ordinary 
Bermuda  sold  at  Is. 

Asafetida. — There  is  practically  no  business  to  be  done 
here  owing  to  the  absence  of  good  quality,  and  as  the  Persian 
date  season  is  now  in  full  swing,  during  which  time  shippers 
object  to  carry  asafetida,  there  is  little  hope  of  any  fresh 
consignments  arriving  before  the  end  of  October. 

CAMPHOR. — The  monopoly  quotations  for  crude  Formosa 
are  unchanged  at  155 J.  and  162s.  6^.,  c.i.f.,  for  B  quality. 
For  Japanese  crude  167s.  6d.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  quiet,  but  firmly]held,  at  from  90s. 
to  95j.  per  cwt.  spot  for  new  and  one  to  two  year  old  bark. 
To  arrive  new  bark  is  quoted  95.?.,  c.i.f.  terms. 

Chamomiles. — As  we  have  already  stated  the  Belgian 
crop  is  fairly  large,  although  quality  is  rather  poor,  with  a 
great  scarcity  of  fine  first  pickings.  One  agent  quotes  fine 
seconds  of  new  crop  at  47s.  6d.,  and  fair  seconds  40s., 
c.i.f.  U.K.  port.  Last  season's  flowers  are  quoted  at  36s.  for 
good  bold,  and  33s.  6d.  for  bold  brown  flowers,  ex  station, 
London.  The  market  is  firm,  and  one  agent  is  asking  2s.  6d. 
more  this  week. 

Cinchona.— The  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  on 
October  8  will  consist  of  7,537  bales  and  421  cases,  weighirjg 
712,485  kilos,  of  Java  bark.  The  stjck  in  first-hands  at 
Amsterdam  on  September  15  consisted  of  3,094  packages 
Government  and  8,223  packages  private  bark,  including  the 
quantity  to  be  offered  at  auction. 

Cocoa- butter. — The  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  on 
October  6  will  consist  of  85  tons  Van  Houten's,  11  tons 
De  Jong,  and  5  tons  Mignon  ;  while  in  London,  on  the  s  ime 
day,  75  tons  Caibury's  make  will  be  offered. 

Copper  Sulphate. — A  further  advance  of  5s.  per  ton  has 
taken  place  in -ordinary  brands,  which  are  now  quoted 
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18;.  15s.  per  ton.  Anchor  brand  is  quoted  201. ,  and  Liverpool 
19/!  17s.  Qd.  to  201. 

Digitalis-leaves. — German  of  the  new  crop  are  quoted 
306'.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Ergot  continues  very  scarce,  and  with  a  good  inquiry  a 
further  advance  has  taken  place,  from  is.  5d.  to  Is.  7\d. 
per  lb.,  c.if.,  having  been  paid  for  Spanish,  while  on  the 
spot  one  holder  asks  Is.  9d.  There  appears  to  be  no  firm 
offers,  and  no  samples  are  available.  The  Is.  7\d.  trans- 
action referred  to  a  parcel  near  at  hand,  of  which  samples 
were  shown. 

Ether. — Acetic  is  quoted  3d.  per  lb.  in  bond,  packages 
free. 

Formaldehyde  is  quoted  46s.  per  cwt.  net  in  5-cwt. 
barrels,  and  48s.  net  in  60-kilo.  carboys  for  40-per-cent.  free 
from  metal. 

Galls. — Persian  are  very  Arm,  good  blue  having  been  sold 
at  56s.  and  white  at  52s.,  green  being  quiet.  Although  there 
is  a  heavy  stock  here,  some  importers  are  still  holding  their 
offerings  for  better  prices. 

Glycerin. — The  Convention  prices  are  unchanged, 
chemically  pure,  sp.  gr.  1-260,  being  quoted  on  the  basis  of 
64s.  per  cwt.  for  10-cwt.  lots  and  under  20-cwt.  ;  63s.  Qd.  for 
1  ton  and  under  5  tons  ;  and  63s.  for  5  tons  and  upwards. 
The  above  prices  are  for  10-cwt.  drums,  and  smaller-size 
packages  are  higher  in  proportion,  56-lb.  tins  (2  or  4  tins  in 
a  case)  being  quoted  at  70s  ,  and  28-lb.  tins  (2,  4,  or  8  tins 
in  a  case)  71s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  lots  under  2\  cwt. 

Golden  Seal  is  about  2d.  per  lb.  dearer,  holders  asking 
3s.  3d.  per  lb.  net. 

Henbane. — Good  continental  leaves  of  new  crop,  for 
manufacturing  purposes,  are  offered  at  30s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 
terms. 

Liquorice-juice. — New  Palermo  juice  will  probably  be 
ready  for  shipment  this  month.  A  good  brand  in  4-oz.  sticks 
is  quoted  62s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  net,  ex  wharf,  London,  and 
another  importer  asks  65s. 

Manna. — As  we  reported  in  our  issue  of  August  8,  the 
crop  in  Sicily  was  likely  to  prove  favourable.  This  has  now 
proved  to  be  the  case,  and  good  large  flakes  are  now  offered 
at  a  low  price.  For  prompt  shipment  from  Palermo,  in 
cases,  selected  large  flakes  are  quoted  Is.  \0d.,  broken  flakes 
Is.  °td.,  and  serace  (in  sorts)  Is.  Id.  per  lb.,  f.o.b. 

Menthol  has  been  sold  at  18s.,  spot,  in  case  lots,  but  the 
market  is  firmer  inclined,  in  sympathy  with  Japanese  pepper- 
mint oil. 

Oil,  Caraway. — B.P.  quality  from  Dutch  seed  is  quoted 
3s.  lOd.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Castor. — Belgian  has  advanced  Qd.  per  cwt.,  first 
pressing  for  September-June  delivery  being  quoted  201.  10  s 
and  second  pressing  18/.  15s.  per  ton,  ex  wharf,  London. 
French  is  offered  at  very  low  prices,  but  there  are  indica- 
tions that  values  have  touched  bottom.  Medicinal  for 
September-March  shipment  is  quoted  221.  per  ton,  in  barrels. 
Italian  ditto  for  September,  1903,  to  December,  1904,  ship- 
ment is  quoted  at  29s.  per  cwt.  net,  f.o.b.  Genoa.  Hull  make 
is  quoted  20/.  5s.  per  ton  for  firsts,  prompt  September  to 
December  delivery,  and  18/.  15s.  for  November-December ; 
January  to  June,  1904,  20/.  10s.  and  19/.  respectively,  ex 
wharf,  London 

Oil,  Clove. — As  was  anticipated,  the  continued  advance 
in  cloves  has  led  to  a  further  advance  of  2d.  in  the  English 
drawers'  prices,  and  they  now  quote  2s.  lid.  to  3s.  per  lb., 
according  to  quantity.  One  distiller,  however,  has  raised 
his  price  to  3s.  3d. 

Oil,  Cod-liver.— The  price  of  Newfoundland  is  now 
approaching  that  of  Norwegian,  as  business  has  been  done 
this  week  at  425s.  per  barrel  for  non-freezing,  and  440s.  is 
now  asked  for  spot  parcels.  Norwegian  oil  is  also  dearer, 
the  lowest  refiner's  quotation  for  best  non-freezing  oil  being 
from  445s.  to  455s,  per  barrel,  and  another  refiner  quotes 
520s.  "  without  engagement."  It  therefore  looks  as  if 
"  famine  prices "  will  prevail  for  at  least  another  three 
months,  in  spite  of  the  much-lessened  demand.  Our  Bergen 
correspondent  writes  on  September  19  that  no  alteration  hes 


taken  place  in  the  cod-liver  oil  market.  Stocks  of  finest 
non-congealing  oil  are  now  very  small,  and  practically 
nothing  is  obtainable  below  450s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen. 
The  exports  from  Bergen  to  date  amount  to  1,714  barrels, 
against  6,383  barrels  at  the  same  time  last  year. 

The  s.s.  Peruvian  has  arrived  in  Liverpool  from  St.  John's, 
N.F.,  with  112  barrels  and  56  casks  cod-liver  oil. 

Oil,  Lesion. — Lack  of  demand  in  Sicily  has  brought  about 
a  decline,  and  for  a  good  brand  2s.  per  lb.,  net,  f.o.b.  Palermo, 
is  quoted.  It  is  said  that  the  present  price  scarcely  covers 
the  actual  cost  of  labour  required  for  pressing  1  lb.  of  oil, 
tbe  coppers  and  packing  charges,  and  leaves  nothing  to  the 
makers  to  defray  the  cost  of  lemons.  All  the  oil  of  lemon 
which  is  now  available  has  been  bought  at  much  higher 
figures  than  quoted  at  present,  and  has  been  manufactured 
in  anticipation  that  the  market  might  improve  at  the  end  of 
August,  as  it  often  happens.  Business  has  already  been 
done  on  the  basis  of  2s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  the  first  half  of  next 
year,  and  the  present  seems  a  favourable  time  to  contract 
for,  say,  December-June,  1904,  shipment. 

Oil,  Nut. — Extra  fine  Rufisque  is  quoted  36s.,  fine  Gambie 
30s.,  and  half-white  technical  29s.  per  cwt. 

Oil,  Olive. — Prices  of  oils  for  technical  uses  are  un- 
changed, bright  Malaga  being  offered  at  31/.  per  tun,  c.  and 
f.  London.  Although  prospects  for  the  coming  crop  are 
good,  prices  will  probably  be  well  maintained  up  to  the  end 
of  the  year,  due  to  the  decline  in  the  Spanish  rate  of 
exchange,  which  is  generally  experienced  this  year  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  heavy  fruit  exports.  Owing  to  the  good 
prospects  of  the  new  crop  in  Spain,  Algiers,  and  Italy, 
holders  of  eating  oils  abroad  are  anxious  to  dispose  of  the 
available  stocks,  and  some  fine  parcels  are  offered  at  low 
prices.  Oils  for  manufacturing  pharmaceutical  purposes 
are  rather  firme  r. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — There  has  been  a  large  consumptive 
demand  for  American  oils  this  week  at  steadily  advancing 
prices,  sales  and  re-sales  amounting  to  several  hundred 
cases,  chiefly  on  the  spot.  Prices  have  advanced  over 
2s.  Qd.  per  lb.  since  our  last  report,  from  12s.  Qd.  to  15s.  3d. 
per  lb.,  spot,  having  been  paid  for  HGH,  and  to-day  15s.  Qd. 
was  the  asking-price  for  this  brand,  the  market  closing 
firm  at  the  best.  Spot  is  now  very  scarce,  and  for  October- 
November  shipment  (principally  November)  the  following 
were  the  quoted  prices  on  Wednesday  for  tin  oils  :  JBH 
pure  lis.  Qd.,  first  premium  12s.,  H  &  P  13s.  3d,,  Stall- 
man  12s.,  Stilwell  lis.  Qd.  (now  12s.  3d.)  and  Todd's  13s. 
Japanese  dementholised  is  also  firmer  in  sympathy,  5s.  Qd.  to 
6s.  Qd.  having  been  paid  on  the  spot.  For  arrival,  Kobayashi 
brand  for  October-November  shipment  has  been  sold  at 
4s.  Qd.,  c.i.f.,  but  no  more  is  available  at  this  figure;  Suzuki 
brand  has  also  been  sold  at  4s.,  c.i.f.,  for  October-December 
shipment.  There  is  a  confident  feeling  that  still  higher 
prices  will  prevail  for  American  oil. 

Oil,  Sandalwood.— English  distilled  oil  is  quoted  from 
10s.  9d.  to  lis.  per  lb.,  according  to  quantity. 

Oil,  Star  Anise,  is  firm  at  from  4s.  3d.  to  4s.  4<Z.  per  lb., 
spot. 

Oils  Fixed. —For  October-February  shipment  finest 
edible  American  Cottonseed  is  quoted  at  lower  prices— viz., 
27/.  10s.  per  ton  for  fine  yellow  odourless  non-congealing  for 
salad  purposes,  and  white  for  frying  purposes  28/.  10s.  net, 
c.i.f.,  U.K.  ports.  Rape  is  unchanged  at  23s.  9d.  for  refined 
and  19s.  9d.  for  Ravison.  Linseed  in  barrels  19s.  4§d. 
Cochin  Cocoanut,  30s.  to  31s.  spot,  and  Ceylon  25s. 
Lagos  Palm,  28s.  Qd.  Petroleum,  water-white  American,  3d, 
to  8£d.  per  gallon,  and  Russian  4|rZ.  to  4|d. 

Opium.— A  further  quantity  of  Persian  has  been  sold  for 
export  at  10s.  Qd.  to  lis.  per*  lb.,  spot,  and  to-day  there  are 
buyers  at  lis.  Qd.,  but  no  sellers.  For  Turkey  descriptions  a 
continued  quiet  market  is  reported. 

Smybna,  September  11.— The  market  has  been  very  quiet  this 
week,  sales  amounting  to  14  cases  only,  of  which  11  were  for 
the  United  States  and  3  cases  for  England.  Prices  are 
unchanged,  but  from  all  appearances  it  is  expected  sellers  will 
make  further  concessions  next  week.  The  arrivals  in  Smyrna  to 
date  amount  to  1,286  cases,  against  3,676  cases  at  the  same  time 
last  year. 

Otto  of  Rose. — During  the  last  few  weeks  a  considerable 
business  for  forward  shipment  has  been  effected,  as  prices 


558 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


September  26,  1903 


have  reached  the  lowest  figure  on  record.  It  is  reported  on 
good  authority  that  the  bulk  of  this  season's  otto  in  Bulgaria 
has  already  been  cleared  for  export,  owing  to  the  troubles  in 
the  Balkans. 

Petrolatum. — American  pure  yellow  is  quoted  at  from 
18s.  to  19s.  per  cwt.,  spot. 

Podophyllum. — Boot  is  said  to  be  practically  unobtain- 
able on  the  other  side,  according  to  the  latest  mail  advices  ; 
26s.  per  cwt.  is  about  the  quotation  on  the  spot. 

Potash  Salts. — Yellow  Prussiate  is  rather  firmer,  makers 
asking  <\\d.  per  lb.  net  for  ton-lots.  Chlorate  is  unchanged, 
at  2\d.  per  lb.  net  for  crystals  and  2%d.  for  powder,  on  the 
spot.  In  Liverpool  2%d.,  f.o.b.,  is  quoted  for  English  make. 
Permanganate  is  quoted  35s.  per  cwt.,  spot.  Carbonate,  90 
to  92  per  cent.,  1QI.,  and  96  to  98  per  cent.,  2,01.  per  ton. 
Caustic  potash,  88  to  90  per  cent.,  20Z.  10s.,  and  74  to  76  per 
cent.,  17?.  per  ton.  Bichromate,  3d.  per  lb.,  spot.  First 
Montreal  Potashes,  34s.  per  cwt.  ;  American  ditto,  33s. 
to  34s. 

Potassium  Iodide. — Japanese  make  is  offered  at  7s.  9d. 
per  lb.  Quality,  of  course,  is  inferior  to  British  make,  being 
denser. 

Quillaia  is  firm,  at  22Z.  10s.  per  ton,  ex  wharf. 

Quinine. — A  further  improvement  took  place  in  second- 
hands  after  the  close  of  our  last  report,  a  good  spot  business 
being  done  at  Is.  to  Is.  0\d.,  and  December  at  from  Is.  0£d. 
to  Is.  Ohd.,  the  week  closing  firm  at  the  higher  figure.  This 
week  the  activity  has  subsided  somewhat,  with  a  small 
business  at  Is.  0\d.  spot,  Is.  0§d.  for  December,  and  Is.  0%d. 
for  March,  the  market  closing  quiet  to-day  at  these  figures. 

Sarsaparilla. — Mexican  is  dearer,  at  5%d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f., 
or  spot  terms ;  and  Honduras  is  scarce  at  Is.  2\d.  per  lb.  for 
a  good  mark. 

Scammonium. — The  market  is  now  cleared  of  firsts,  and 
for  seconds  there  is  no  demand,  the  nominal  quotations 
being  from  18s.  to  20s.  per  lb. 

Shellac. — The  greater  part  of  the  week  has  been 
characterised  by  a  quieter  feeling,  and  prices  on  Tuesday 
declined  2s.  to  3s.  Business  has  been  of  fair  extent,  however, 
in  futures,  principally  December  delivery,  at  from  186s.  to 
184s. ;  and  on  Wednesday  further  sales  were  made  at  the 
lower  figure.  Full  prices  have  been  paid  for  spot  parcels, 
second  orange  TN  having  sold  in  quantity  at  from  180s.  to 
178s.,  and  for  arrival  October-December  shipment  of  TN  has 
been  sold  at  from  178s.  to  176s.,  c.i.f.  It  is  reported  that  a 
good  deal  of  business  has  been  done  at  secret  prices,  the 
United  States  being  a  buyer. 

Silver  Nitrate  has  advanced  in  sympathy  with  bullion, 
all  kinds  being  Id.  dearer;  for  crystals  Is.  6fd.  net  is  quoted. 

Slippery-elm  Bark  remains  scarce  and  dear,  one  holder 
quoting  genuine  at  6§d.,  and  powder  at  10(2.  per  lb. 

Soda-salts. —  Crystals  are  quoted  at  65s.  in  barrels,  and 
62s.  Qd.  in  bags,  London;  and  in  Liverpool  67s.  6d.,  f.o.b., 
is  quoted.  Bicarbonate,  11.  5s.  per  ton  in  kegs,  landed 
terms ;  and  61.  5s.,  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  in  casks.  Caustic, 
70-per-cent.  white,  10Z.  10s. ;  and  60-per-cent.,  9/.  10s., 
London.  Bichromate,  2\d.  per  lb.,  London.  Hyposulphite, 
in  kegs,  Ql.  10s.  spot,  and  51.  10s.  for  casks,  f.o.b.  Liverpool. 
Nitrate,  refined,  10s.  3d. ;  and  ordinary,  10s.  per  cwt. 
Prussiate  of  soda,  3\d.  per  lb.,  spot. 

Soy. — Stocks  appear  to  be  getting  into  narrower  compass, 
and  one  of  the  leading  brokers  for  this  article  quotes 
Is.  3d.  per  gal.,  duty  paid,  for  good  thick  Chinese  "  Wochan  " 
brand. 

Spirit,  Methylated. — The  London  Methylators'  Associa- 
tion, which  has  been  in  a  state  of  more  or  less  suspended 
animation  for  some  time,  now  appears  to  be  getting  more 
into  working  order,  and  considering  that  the  price  of  English 
spirit  has  advanced  and  that  no  German  spirit  is  offered,  it 
is  thought  better  prices  may  prevail  for  the  methylated. 

Spices— At  auction  on  Wednesday  no  Jamaica  Ginger 
was  offered,  and  of  Cochin  113  packages  were  bought  in. 
Fair  limed  Japan  (62  bags)  sold  at  28s.  per  cwt.  Singapore 
Pepper  was  bcught  in  at  6§d.  for  fair,  and  Q\d.  for  fair 
Alleppy.    Privately,  fair  has  been  sold  on  the  spot  at  6^r\ 


White  Pepper  steady,  75  bags,  of  260  offered,  selling  at  9fd. 
for  good  Singapore.  Fair  large  Japanese  Chillies  (200  bags) 
were  bought  in  at  26s.,  and  28  bags  Capsicums  sold  at  45s. 
for  fine  long  picked  Natal  description  ;  ordinary  East  Indian 
were  bought  in  at  15s.  Nutmegs  were  firm  to  Id.  dearer  for 
large  sizes  and  Mace  was  also  about  Id.  dearer,  West 
Indian  selling  2s.  Id.  to  2s.  3d.  for  fine,  2s.  5d.  to  2s.  Qd.  for 
good  pale,  2s.  3d.  to  2s.  $d.  for  ordinary  to  fair,  red  2s.  Id.  to 
2s.  2d.,  and  pickings  2s.  to  2s.  Id.  per  lb.  Pimento  was  not 
offered,  but  privately  holders  are  firm  at  3\^d.  for  fair.  The 
market  for  Zanzibar  Cloves  closed  active  last  week,  over 
3,000  bales  selling  at  5^d.  for  spot,  and  October-December 
up  to  May  delivery  at  b^\d.  to  5£d.  On  Monday  increased 
firmness  was  shown,  5|d.  being  paid  for  spot,  and  March-May 
5§d.  to  5~d.  A  reaction  followed  on  Tuesday  and  Wednes- 
day, and  on  the  latter  day  1,500  bales  were  sold,  including 
January  to  March  delivery  at  b\d.  to  5*sd.  per  lb.  At 
auction  on  Wednesday  135  bales  Zanzibar  offered,  of  which 
35  sold  at  5jd.  for  fair.  To-day  the  market  is  flat,  fair 
having  sold  at  5d.  for  October-December. 

Sugar  op  Milk. — Under  date  of,  September  18  a  London 
agent  states  that,  after  making  careful  inquiries  among  the 
principal  makers,  he  has  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  we 
shall  see  a  steadily  improving  market  right  to  the  end  of  next 
year  ;  in  fact,  he  says,  there  are  indications  that  this  article 
will  command  high  prices  for  a  long  time  to  come ;  and  this 
opinion  is  based  on  the  following  facts  :  The  consumption 
has  undoubtedly  increased  enormously  during  the  last  two 
or  three  years,  while  makers  are  faced  with  a  short  supply 
of  raw  material.  Further,  the  proposed  import-duty  of  40m. 
per  cwt.  on  sugar  of  milk  in  Germany  is  likely  to  come  into 
force  during  the  early  part  of  next  year,  which  will  have  the 
effect  of  eliminating  the  German  maker  as  a  competitor  in 
this  market,  as  his  production  will  be  fully  absorbed  in  the 
home  market. 

Thymol. — Market  is  inclined  to  be  firmer,  although  prices 
are  very  low,  contract-lots  of  1  cwt.  offering  at  5s.  lQ^d.  to 
6s.  per  lb.  net;,  ex  wharf,  London. 

Tragacanth. — There  has  been  a  fair  demand  for  the 
better  qualities  at  full  prices,  and  thirds  and  fourths  have 
been  selling  at  from  121.  to  14Z.  10s.  per  cwt. 

Sicilian  Products. 

Among  the  articles  exported  from  Sicily  last  year  were  the  fol- 
lowing, the  bracketed  figures  being  the  exports  for  1901 :  Olive 
oil,  1,906  tons  (1,360  tons) ;  essential  oils,  principally  lemon, 
bergamot,  and  orange,  425  tons  (302  tons) ;  tartaric  acid,  25  tons 
(lh  ton) ;  citric  acid,  27  tons  (79  tons) ;  wine-lees,  6,003  tons 
(4,700  tons) ;  citrate  of  lime,  2,260  tons  (870  tons) ;  manna,  4  tons 
(8J  tons) ;  concentrated  lemon-juice,  2,200  tons  (1,741  tons) ;  and 
liquorice-juice,  200  tons  (210  tons).  The  above  figures  are  taken 
from  the  report  of  Mr.  Acting  Vice-Consul  G.  Vadala,  who  looks 
after  British  interests  at  Messina.  Included  in  his  report  is  a 
table  showing  the  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom,  but  as  it  is 
incomplete  so  far  as  regards  essential  oils,  we  refrain  from  quoting. 
From  Palermo  the  following  articles  were  exported  last  year,  com- 
pared with  the  years  1900-1901 :   


Essential  oils  ... 
Olive  oil 

Tartar  

Citrate  of  lime 
Liquorice-root... 
Manna  ... 
Orange-peel  ... 
Lemon- juice  ... 
Liquorice- juice 
Sulphur 


1900 


Tons 
58 
745 

540 

109 

757 
38 
13,616 


1901 


Tons 
72 
2,174 
1,538 
446 
3 
86 
69 
498 
34 
13,803 


1902 


Tons 
52 
2,470 
1,842 
627 

91 
101 
896 

39 
6,486 


In  the  City  of  London  Court,  on  Tuesday,  before  Judge  Ben- 
toul,  K.C.,  Mr.  F.  L.  W.  Nutt,  31  G-racechureh  Street,  sought  to 
enforce  payment  of  M.  Is.  due  from  the  defendant,  Mr.  J .  Dyer, 
trading  as  the  London  General  Disinfectants  Company,  158 
Strand.  The  plaintiff  said  the  defendant  was  doing  a  good 
business  and  that  he  took  substantial  orders  for  his  disinfectants 
from  hospitals  and  other  institutions.  The  defendant  shared 
offices  with  another  man.  Judge  Kentoul  said  the  defendant 
ought  certainly  to  have  paid  the  money,  and  he  made  an  order 
committing  him  for  twelve  days  unless  he  paid  1?.  a  month. 


